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Guatemala: God's

Blessing for Bom-Again
Butcher

m

Each Sunday evening at 9 p.m., Guate
malan President Rios Monti appears on
national TV to deliver a spiritual talk.
The program opens with a scene ofsunset
over the famed Lake Atitl&n. followed by
Rios Montt in civilian clothes standing se
renely in a garden filled with trees and
chirping birds. "Good evening," he be
gins typically. "I sincerely thank you for
the opportunity that you give me to be
with you tonight. It cannot be any other
way." A sermon follows, punctuated
with scriptural citations, exhorting the

populace on topics of morality, law and
order, the family, and other favorite sub
jects of the evangelical movement.

Rios Montt is in fact the example par
excelenciaof fundamentalism enthroned,
of the full unleashing of the spirit of mili
tant American Moral Majority-style
Christianity. He is a model henchman of
U.S. imperialism of the Central
American variety as well. And, in early
January, the U.S. government ap
propriately enough awarded him one of
its highest tributes: the affirmation of
"progress in human rights." The State
Dept. announced that it was rescinding its

ban on military aid to Guatemala —
which it had all along circumvented any
way — and was okaying the sale of S6
mlUion in spare parts to Guatemala,
chiefly to rehabilitate helicopters for use
against the Guatemalan masses. "While
we want to see further progress in
Guatemala in promoting respect for
human rights. President Rios Montt has
taken significant steps in this area," the
State Department said. "Progress has
been made." Indeed, so much "progress
in human rights" has been made that
most observers have lost count of just
how many corpses this born-again but
cher has put into graves — estimates

range anywhere from 5 to 10 thousand in
only ten months, with up to a million In
dians driven from their homes and turned

into refugees or else incarcerated in
"model villages," surrounded by barbed
wire and M-16's. It was certainly high
time that all this received the official
American seal of approval.
The State Department action passed

through the m^a quickly and quietly,
reflecting, first of all, that it was not that
big a step since it had already been widely
publicized that U.S. aid was continuing
surreptitiously anyway, and secondly,
that the bourgeoisie is only too aware of
the notoriety of the Guatemalan govern-

Continued on page 14

Rebellion at Sing Sing
Sing Sing prison, officially called the

Ossining Correctional Facility, is a
158-year-oid dungeon in New York State,
a 55-acre prison camp fortified on one
side by a 24-foot concrete wall and on the
other side by the Hudson River, and
carefully monitored by 22 watchtowers
with armed guards. But on January flth,
the brutal grip of the authorities broke
down in Ceil Block B as 500 inmates,
among them, Latinos, Blacks, Haitians,
Rastafarians and some veteran inmates
from Attica broke loose and rebelled.
This marked the first major uprising in

Sing Sing prison since the prison sitdowns
in the 1960s. And as the takeover at Cell
Block B continued, the spectre of the At
tica rebellion once again reared its head.
Very much in the forefront of the

authorities' press and police work when
Cell Block B was seized was the Attica up
rising in 1971. For years, through socio-
lo^cal studies, articles, TV movies, and
soon, theU.S. ruJens have tried very bard
to stomp out the message of Attica —
"It's Right to Rebel!" and pound home
their summation: rise up again and we
will crush you again like we did at Attica.

Indeed, as Cell Block B erupted, it posed
serious problems for the authorities and
the newly-elected, "1 love the poor and
oppressed" Govenor Cuomo of New
York. This rebellion recalled memories
the bourgeoisie would just as soon have
the people forget. Publicly Cuomo work
ed quite hard to put some distance be
tween 1971 and 1983 — to minimize the
exposure while keeping the threat of arm
ed suppression very much alive. "Since
Attica, A Willingness To Talk" read one
headline. And while negotiators were
"willing to talk" Cuomo ordered from

between 170 to 270 correction emergency
response teams (CERT), a prison version
of the SWAT teams, known as the
"orange crushers" inside Sing Sing.
While negotiators were "willing to talk,"
heat to Cell Block B was shut off, food
was denied, and periodically electricity
was shut off to literally leave the
prisoners in the dark, as well as to cut
them off from media coverage of the
takeover. Water was shut off in an at

tempt to prevent the inmates from using
fire hoses to defend themselves in the event

Continued on page 12
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Deportations
Ttireotened in Plmiico

One afternoon a local TV news team
pulled up to the corner of Elmer and
Belvedere in the heart of the Pimlico
community of Baltimore, the comer
where the rebellion had sparked off in
September, 1982 in response to the
murder of a Rastafarian brother, Rupert
Campbell. With cameras whirring, they
focused on the people hanging out there
and on the comer store which has been
the target of constant harassment by the
police ever since the rebellion and at
tempted to interview the store owner and
others. The store owner quickly removed
them from his store and others picked up
bottles and stood on the comer silently
watching, remembering full well the web
of lies and distortions (he news media had
spun back in the fall tocover up the police
murder, spread divisions and justify
police raids in the community. The TV
cameras reueated to the other side of the
street and filmed the scene from afar.
That night on the TV news the basic

message was that drugs and Jamaicans
are still running rampant in the com
munity but the authorities were doing
their best to clean them out. The news
segment entitled "Deportations" opened
up with the scenes of the Sept. I5th
clampdown when SWAT teams descend
ed upon the community, busting down
doors and dragging people out. This
scene was over-dubb^ with a report
about the fact thai there had been talk
about deportations of Jamaicans arrested
at the time of the Sept. 15th raid but
that really only one Jamaican was facing
possible deportation. True to form, there
was no mention of the fact that the Sept.
15th raid was an attempt to clamp down
on and retaliate against the rebellion nor
was there any mention of the brutal
police harassment and murder that had
led to this righteous outbreak. According
to this media fairytale it was a drug raid
pure and simple.
But the bottom line was the undisguis

ed threat of jail and deportations against
immigrants who dare to go up against
them in the central nerve center of their
worldwide empire. One Jamaican
brother whom the news media singled out
in their report, implying he was busted as
pan of the raid, is someone who has been
looked to as a fighter in the communi
ty. He is being held in shackles in a deten
tion center on an earlier charge uncon
nected to the Sept. 15th raid. (The J? If is
investigating the circumstances around
the deportation threats and legal action
being taken against him.)

This TV news repon comes in the con
text of an increasingly tense situation in
the community: a number of people are
coming up for trial at the end of the

month on charges stemming from the
Sept. 15th raid; there is stepped-up police
harassment on the streets; and in the
wake of the Miami rebellion many of the
sentiments still simmering in the com
munity, ever since the night they
unleashed fierce resistance against the
murdering police, were rekindled.
At least two people are already serving

time for charges arising from the poLce
clampdown. One of them, a U.S.-born
Black man, was described as a Jamaican
during his trial, a tactic being broadly
employed to foment divisions and to try
to get ij.S.-born Black people to place the
blame on Jamaicans for the punishment
they are facing at the hands of the cops.
The police, however, have made it quite
clear that when it comes to meting out
punishment for rebelling against the
order of things then everyone is
"Jamaican."

One youth who was arrested in a raid
on his house several days before the
broad-scale sweep of the community has
had his trial postponed twice because it
seems his attorney, a public defender, is
not just going along with the whole pro
gram. He has challenged the illegal search

and seizure methods used by the police in
the original bust. This small detail is ap
parently proving to be a bit of a sticking
point holding up the otherwise well-
greased wheels of "justice," and one that
has broader legal implications for their
ability to lock up ail of the people they
grabbed as they went hog wild breaking
down doors, waving guns in people's
faces and grabbing those they hoped to
make pay for the rebellion.
Ever since the police clampdown, the

comer store and anyone who goes in it
have been the key target of police harass
ment. People have been arrested and con
victed for loitering for the "crime" of
standing at the telephones next to the
store. The store owner has all of a sudden
aroused the interest of city health of
ficials and is himself facing fabricated
drug charges from Sept. 15th. He has re
mained defiant in the face of this, conti
nuing to stand with the people and
display and sell the Revolutionary
Worker in his store. Of late the police
have taken to occupying the corner as
they did in the days just following the
rebellion, and recently the brother of
Rupert Campbell was arrested in the

area. One particularly disgusting tactic
the police have been employing is to stop
women on the streets, plant marijuana on
them, and then drag them into the back
seat of their squad cars to search and
molest them, And it was recently
reported that one of the cops responsible
for the murder of Rupert Campbell
paralyzed a youth in another community
while he was off duty and is now afraid to
set foot in Pimlico.

News of the Miami rebellion has elec
trified this community and the police
know it and fear it. Not since the days just
following the rebellion have so many peo
ple gathered around in open and excited
discussion on the streets. As we reported
last week, 56 people in one hour on the
corner signed a statement in support of
the Miami rebellion and there is a strong
feeling of solidarity with Black people in
Miami who have risen against their op
pression. It has brought to the surface
again the burning outrage people feel
about the murder of Rupert Campbell,
the vicious national oppression they ex
perience daily, and also the feelings of
triumph they felt as the police were sent
fleeing from the community. Despite,
and in fact as a result of. the lengths to
which the authorities have gone to try to
drive their message home that the
bourgeois state will spare nothing in en
forcing its vicious national oppression
and its rule over the people, and will exact
a price from those who challenge them
untU it is overthrown, the spirit and de
fiance of this community have not been
broken. □

LA Cops Cleared to Kill Again
On January 3rd, the Los Angeles

District Attorney's office called a press
conference to announce that no charges
would be brought against the two pigs
who beat and choked a 28-year-old Black
man. Larry Morris, to death the evening
of June 17, 1980. Never mind that the
D.A. now admits Larry Morris "had
broken no law." Never mind that they
admit the cops illegally busted into his
apartment, "without probable cause."
After a two-and-a-half year "investiga
tion" the D.A. concluded in a 60-page
report that "criminal prosecution of
either officer is not warranted."

On that night in 1980, the two cops
pulled into the driveway of the South-
cenual Los Angeles apartment where
Morris lived to "investigate gun shots"
which were nothing more than some
fi recrackers set off nearby. Morris and a
number of his neighbors stood on the sec
ond floor balcony of the apartment
watching as the cops jacked-up three
youths for this "crime." Sick of this
typical aaivity, the residents yelled at
them to get out of there. A neighbor
recalled Morris saying, "Get your ass

away from here, you molherfucking
honky," at which point one of the cops
started up the stairs yelling, "You got
something to say, boy?" To which Mor
ris replied, "I ain't your boy, boy. You're
the boy." The two cops went up to his
apartment, smashed in the door, clubbed
Larry's brother David in the face, and
cornered Larry himself in the bathroom.
Five minutes later. Morris was
"subdued" — he lay dead on the living
room floor. One witness saw one of the
cops shove Morris up- against the
bathroom wall with his baton across
Morris's neck while the other officer
shoved his baton into his stomach.
Others saw Morris pinned face down on
the living room floor while the cops beat
and choked him.

More than two years ago a coroner's
inquest jury ruled 9-0 that Morris died
"at the hands ofanother. by strangula
tion."'that is. murder. That verdict was
overruled by L.A. County Coroner
Noguchi who listed the cause of death as
due to heart failure. The new D.A.'s
report concurs saying, "The inquest ver
dict is merely advisory and has no legal

significance." The D.A.'s office openly
admits now that' 'the police did not have
probable cause to arrest Larry Morris,"
noting that he was some distance away
from the firecrackers, and that police put
in a "routine" call before attacking Mor
ris (in other words, their returning to his
apartment was coldly calculated), that
Morris had retreated to his apartment
"arguably to avoid any problems," and
that the police "struck David Morris
without legal justification." They say
Larry Morris "himself had broken no
law." Despite all this, the D.A.'s report
chortled, "Larry Morris should have
known that the officers were seeking to
arrest or detain him even if he did not ac
tually know it." It continues "The legis
lature makes the laws by which we are all
governed," and the law "prohibilsforce-
ful resistance to unlawful as )vell as lawful
arrests." (D.A.'s italics). This is just the
latest in more than 200 "investigations"
of police murders since the forming of the
D.A.'s "Operation Rollout." This pro
gram has so far endorsed the police's
right to kill every time. □
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Bob Avakian on Radio WBFG

Class Forces

and

Leadership
in the

Revolutionary
Struggle

The following is the second in a
series of excerptsfrom an interview

with Bob A wikian conducted by Ron
Gibson on radio station IVRFG in

Atlanta. This interview was done in
June, 1982, but for various reasons

was not aired until Nov. 19. This
series of excerpts represents thefirst

part of that interview: more may air in
thefuture.

RG: OK, if I can cut in real quick and ask what you see or are there any current
examples of successful revolutionary struggle taking place in the world —
Nicaragua, for example?
DA: Well again, here is an example where a revolutionary struggle has succeed
ed in ovelhrowing a particularly firmly and long-entrenched dictatorship of the
Somoza family in Nicaragua, but where that revolution has in fact been stop
ped halfway and is being aborted. It's not a question of going forward in a
straight line — there are twists and turns in the struggle, there are great dif
ficulties to advancing a revolution. In particular this is because of one of the
main things I mentioned before — the lopsidedness in the world — that in
general, the areas where the people are most desperate, most desirous of a
radical change and of hurling the whole world in the air and turning it upside
down, are at the same time those areas where if a revolution succeeds the condi
tions are most backward and it's most difficult to stand up against the rest of
the world (or most of the rest of the world) that moves to try to choke and suf
focate and often even outright attack and drown in blood ̂ ose initial revolu
tionary breakthroughs — sort of the revolutionary baby in its cradle, if you
will.

So I'm not presenting it as easy, but nevertheless the problem in Nicaragua as
in some other places is that in the leadership of thestruggle thedominant forces
that have won out are more or less bourgeois forces. They represent interests
that were held down under the conditions where Nicaragua was in fact
dominated by imperialism, in particular U.S. imperialism (Yankee im
perialism), and where the local Somoza dicatorship was in fact the servant of
the U.S. monopolies and U.S. imperialist interests whileof course takinga slice
for themselves as part of the arrangement. Because of that situation, there were
local bourgeois forces in Nicaragua who were cut out of the action or who real
ly didn't have a chance to develop, and many of them were motivated by gen
uine nationalist sentiment and bourgeois-democratic sentiment, that is the idea
of wanting to get rid of a dictatorship and see more freedom, more economic
freedom for capitalism to grow but also a vision at least of more political
freedom for the people to have certain basic rights.

Those forces, some of them with a fairly broad view and some of them more
self-seeking, nevertheless don't have the interest as a class and don't have the
outlook therefore to carry through the struggle all the way — all the way in the
sense of not only uprooting exploitation and oppression in Nicaragua, but
making the revolution in Nicaragua in an overall sense part of, even a subor
dinate part of, the advance of the world revolution and a base area for that.
There were forces with this proletarian internationalist line in the Sandinista
movement in Nicaragua, but unfortunately they have not been able to come to
the fore and the line has won out that, well, the only way to stand up to the
powerful monster Yankee imperialism is to rely upon, and come more and
more under the sway of, the Soviet Union. Now U.S. imperialism is a real
monster — its nuclear weapons are real, they are not imaginary (and, a point
we should talk about later — the danger of nuclear war is real, and having a real
fear of this is not just paranoia). The tremendous military arsenal and
economic might and political clout of U.S. imperialism is a real thing, and it's
not that it's easy to stand up against it and easy to continue even after winning
initial victories. But, again, in Nicaragua, rather than an outlook of advancing
in the way that I was describing and summarizing as the proletarian interna
tionalist, the revolutionary communist line, bourgeois forces have won out
which on a pragmatic basis have been sold on and/or have sold to others the
idea that the only way you can stand up against one powerful monster like the
U.S. is to rely upon and really come more and more under the sway of the rival
imperialist bloc. At this point, this line is not as fuUy developed as it is and has
been for quite some timcin Cuba. But in Nicaragua it is moving toward a situa
tion where you come under the sway, even the domination, of the rival im
perialist power with a socialist mask and socialist pretenses —' 'all the better to
cat you with" as they say in the fairy tale — and I'm talking of course about the
Soviet Union.
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The recent surge of sharp and often
violeni outbreaks by farmers against a
growing wave of bankruptcies and
foreclosures casts light on some poten
tially explosive contradictions in U.S.
society.
Only two weeks ago, over 200 fanners

in Springfield, Colorado tried to block a
public farm auction. The 320 acre wheat
farm of Jerry Wright, a founder of the
American Agricultural Movement
(AAM), was put up for sale because
Wright had been behind on his mortgage
payments for three years. He owes
585,000 to the Federal Land Bank and
$125,000 to the Farmers Home Ad
ministration.
Farmers from six states, some as far

away as Missouri and Illinois, converged
on the town driving scores of tractors and
blocking the highway. The county
treasurer's attempt to read the public
notice of the auction was met wiili shouts
of "No Sale! No Sale!" by the farmers.
After announcing that the sale had gone
to one lone bidder, the Federal Land
Bank, the treasurer ducked inside the
courtroom.

In an attempt to destroy the notice of
sale the angry farmers rushed toward the
door, trying to keep the sheriffs from
closing it. At the door and inside the
courthouse a Fight erupted as sheriffs in
riot hetmeis and flack jackets tried to beat
people back with mace and clubs. The
farmers fought back with their bare fists,
bloodying the nose of the Baca County
Sheriff, while others threw homemade
stink bombs.

Three farmers were arrested inside the
building. Two were held on $100,000 bail
each and later released after bond was
lowered. The third was handcuffed,

beaten with fists and clubs and kicked by
the police as he lay on the floor. With
handcuffs still on, he broke free and
escaped by jumping through the screen
on ̂ e first floor window of the cour
thouse. Later other farmers cut off his
handcuffs. He was eventually arrested,
ciiaiged with assault, and released.
As the crowd outside moved forward

again, some throwing eggs and Christmas
tree lights, the sheriffs flung several
leargas caonisters from the roof. The
farmers retreated, hung around for
several hours and eveniuily left. But as
the sheriffs finally emerged from the
building they found that their vehicles,
parked in such a way as to block access to
the courthouse grounds, had tires slash
ed, headlights smashed and were general
ly wrecked.
In another significant incident, on

November 18 in western Illinois, 175
fanners and some others converged, on
Randy Carson's dairy farm and suc
cessfully forced the cancellation of an
auction of Carson's equipment. The auc
tion had been scheduled by the Farmw's
Home Administration (FmHA). This is a
Department of Agriculture agency which
makes real estate and operating loans to
farmers when they cannot borrow from
anyone else. FmHA has come to hold the
mortgages on hundreds of thousands of
farms that are on thebrink ofbankruptcy.

The FmHA demanded more and more

RURAL
RUNRLINCS

ger himself.

Heavy Debt

control of the financial operation of Ran
dy Carson's farm as he went deeper into
debt to them. "Farmers Home was tak
ing almost 60 percent of the milk check
each month," Carson pointed out, refer
ring to the $4100 per month that he owed
them as repayment for their loan to him.
"...But 50 percent of that check needs to
be put back into feed for cows."

Earlier this year the FmHA further
restructured Carson's farm by auctioning
off most of his dairy herd, reducing its
size from 120 cows to thepresent number
of 30. By the time they moved to
foreclose and auction the rest of his

equipment Carson owed the FmHA
$342,642. In addition he owed a long list
of banks, equipment and feed supply
outlets another $469,683 for a total debt
of $812,325. His assets were $598,070.
The demonstration was initiated when .

Carson and his neighbors (^ed the Il
linois Farmers Alliance which includes
the AAM. (This "Alliance" is, in turn, a
cMd of the Illinois Public Action Com
mittee, a social-democratic set-up which
draws inspiration from Saul Alinsky and
aims at the "development of a pro
gressive movement," etc.) A "penny auc
tion" was planned to keep bids so low

that Carson's equipment would be
withdrawn from sale.
When the auction started, the farmers

began shouting down the auctioneers and
threatened the bidders, only one ofwhom
said anything. Despite this the two auc
tioneers tried to continue but a group of
farmers pinned them against Carson's
hog houses — quite an appropriate loca
tion. Pushing and shoving broke out. At
this point the Farmers Alliance leaders in
itiated a chant on the bullhorns, taken up
by most of the farmers, of "renegotiate,
renegotiate," and FmHA officials on the
scene used this opportunity to call off the
auction. Huddling with the demonstra
tion leaders they worked out an agree
ment— one of the FmHA offidais signed
a yellow piece of notebook paper in
which he said that before initialing
foredosnre on Carson again the agency
would allow him to submit another ap
plication for a loan and give "considera
tion" to any proposal he might have
about how he could restructure his debt
in order to guarantee repayment. Of
course they already have sold off most of
his cows and taken 60 percent of his in
come so this was like turning the gun over
to Carson and asking him to pull the trig-

%

75 protesting termers surround an auctioneer in an attempt to block a farm loreolosure sale.

The situations of Carson and Wri^t
are hardly atypical. In fact, at press time
there is news of an effort by another
organization, the Family Farm Move
ment, to block a foreclosure slated for
Friday, Jan. 12, in London, Ohio. A few
facts will indicate the basis for these out
breaks and show the depth of the con
tradictions.
Farm production costs have been

rapidly rising over the past few years,
while income is decreasing. In 1975 pro
duction costs were $75.9 billion rising to
$141.5 billion in 1981; at the same time
net farm income fell from S32.7 billion in
1979 to $22.9 billion in 1981. to $19
billion in 1982.
1982 is the third year in a row that the

cost of producing on a farm is more than
what the farmer got for growing it. To
grow corn, for example, the largest cash
crop in the U.S., it cost $4.25 to $4.75 to
produce what was selling for $2.75/
bushel. The only other comparable
period where there were even two back to
back years like this w^ 1933-34.
Farmers have been falling deeper and

deeper into debt to keep growing crops.
By the beginning of this year U.S.
farmers owed $194.6 billion, more than
double the debt of 1975 and more than
triple that of 1972. High interest rates
have compounded this. In addition while
farmers were able to sustain this growing
debt throughout the 1970s by mortgaging
their land (land prices tripled and even
quadrupled from the eajly 1970s), over
the past two years land prices have fallen
by about one-third. Now the banks and
the farm credit system are either deman
ding increased equity to cover existing
loans or simply refusing to give new
credit.

The result has been a record number of
farm sales, the liquidation of assets to pay
off debts or to keep up with credit
payments, and a soaring number of
bankruptcies and foreclosures. The na
tional rate of delinquencies on payments
on loans from the Farmers Home Ad
ministration, which lends money to near
ly 10% of the farmers, was at 58% in
March, compared to 25% in 1979. In the
past three years the number of its delin
quent loans has tripled and their value has
multiplied nearly five limes to $14.9
billion. From January 1, 1982 to
September 30 the FmHA had 844
foreclosures, 2753 liquidations for finan
cial reasons and 1245 bankruptcies, totals
representing 2.9% of its borrowers. In all
of the previous years they had 127 volun
tary liquidations and 133 foreclosures.
And the FmHA is only one lending in
stitution.

"For everyone being foreclosed there
probably are 10 who are on the brink and
ought to be — not in a moral sense but in
a balance sheet sense at present prices,"
said Harold Breimeyer, a University of
Missouri agriculture economist earlier
thisye^. "There is an enormous amount
of gambling that conditions will improve.
There are litereiy thousands who cannot
survive another low-income year...I'd
say that a fourth of all the fanners are in
trouble, are on a fairly thin edge finan
cially."
"Production Credit Associations, co

ops, the Federal Land Bank, those people
tell me that by this fall (1982) half their
borrowers could be in trouble," said
John Stencel, president of the Rocky
Mountain Farmers Union in Denver. "I
always ask them what they mean by trou
ble, and they say, 'Well, half of our bor
rowers mi^t not be able to continue.' "

In other words, the problems faced by
Carson and Wright — who are charact
eristic of middle-strata farmers — are
more of a rule than an exception, despite
the widespread view that farmers have
brought all this on themselves through
"mismanagement." Through the 70s,
survival for these farmers meant borrow
ing, and this was linked to bigger con
tradictions — and political contradic
tions — of the U.S. imperialist system, a
subject which will be addressed in a
future issue.

What is happening now is that the most
financially fragile farmers, like Randy
Carson and Jerry Wright, are being
foreclosed on or asked to liquidate.
Mainly these are middle-sized farmers
who expanded or bought farms and far
ming equipment in the middle and late
70s. During this time, as agricultural ex-

Continued on page 12



I>qK>-Provera, a long-acting female
hormonBi coairaceptive, has been ban
ned in the U.S. since 1978. One injeciioo
ofthe drug causes infertlUiy in women for
3-6 months, and sometimes much longer-
It was taken off the market in the U.S. by
the Food and Drug Administration when
tests by its manufacturer, Upjohn & Co.,
showed that Dqw-Provera had produced
cancer in two sets of animals given long-
term exposure to the drug. It produced
breast cancer when administered to bea

gle dogs for seven years in the original
tests and later again in a foUow-up test.
And it produced cancer of the endome-
trium (lining of the uterus) when adminis
tered to rhesus monkeys for ten years.
Now a big push come ̂ m the

leading lights in imperialist medicine and
population control to legalize the drug in
the U.S. as a key instrument in their
worldwide attacks on women, especially
in the oppressed countries. At hearings
begun on January 10 in Washington,
D.C., such paragons of medical ethics as
the .American College of Obstetrics and
Gynecology. the World Health Organiza
tion of the United Nations (WHO), the
International Planned Parenthood Fede
ration and the Population Crisis Com
mittee all enthusiastically endorsed the
drugas a birth control method. It has also
been approved by an advisory committee
of the U .S. government's Agency for In
ternational Development (AID). "Depo-
Provera is-ihe most effective method of
reversible contraception available
today," raved Dr. Daniel Mishell of the
University of Southern California School
of Medicine, speaking on behalf of Up
john, and other scientists echoed his re
view. After the conclusion of the hearings
before the FDA's Board of Inquiry, a
final decision on whether to approve the
drug will be made by the FDA commis
sioner.

The purpose of the push to legalize
Depo-Provera is in order to facilitate its
wider use in this country and in order to
aid in even more widespread use in third
world countries, where it has been sold
and "tested" for years. The government
and the drug companies are simply trying
to implement a consistent policy for using
this drug in maiming and injuring women
worldwide. While technically drugs thai
are baimed in the U.S. cannot be directly
exported abroad, that hasn't stopped Up
john, along with the population control
agencies named above, AID and various
foreign govermnents, from distributing
Depo-Provera widely. It is on the market
in over 80 countries, overwhelmingly in
Asia, Latin America and Africa. Upjohn
estimates that 10 million women have us
ed it (or been forced to use it).
Upjohn simply sells the drug from its

foreign subsidiary in Belgium. In the La-

Depo-Provera;
A Spoonful of

Poison Makes the

Birthrate

Go
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Though not yet "approved" by the
FDA,. Depo-Provera Is already ex
ported from the U.S. to over 80
countries In the U.S. bloc (darken
ed areas on map).

tin American countries of Nicaragua, Pa
nama, the Dominican Republic, Costa
Rica and Honduras, Depo-Provera was
found to be sold freely over the counter at
drugstores in 1979. AID'S method of dis
tributing the drug is "on the request of a
foreign government," to see that it is
made available through an "indepen
dent" population agency such as WHO
or Planned Parenthood. AID has also
gotten directly involved through distri
buting Depo-Provera under the guise of
"research" to communities of 8,000 in
Mexico, 20,000 in Sri Lanka and 250,000
in Bangladesh.
Although for obvious reasons there is

little public documentation of the drug's
effects in these oppressed countries domi
nated by the U.S., its effects on women
have come to light because it was sold in
this country for years when the FDA ap
proved it for experimental use in birth
control before 1978. Even after 1978, the
fact that the drug is approved for limited

use as a pain killer for terminal endome-
triai cancer means it is impossible to con
trol its use. Physicians who wish to pre
scribe Depo-Provera for birth control are
free to do so, and the FDA estimates that
in the U.S. 10,000 women each year are
shot up with the drug for contraceptive
purposes.

Despite its relatively limited use in the
U.S., Depo-Provera has left in its wake
hundreds of documented cases of women
who have suffered serious and potentially
fatal side effects from the drug. The Na
tional Women's Health Network, which
has spearheaded opposition to Depo-Pro
vera along with the Ralph Nadei^ Health
Research Group, testified in the hearings
that the organization has catalogued 520
instances where women linked their use
of the drug to various Ulnesses. Three
days into the hearings, 50 more women
had called NWHN to register similar sto
ries.

The most common and immediate side

effect of the drug is disruption of the
menstrual cycle. Some women's periods
cease altogether; others bleed continually
and profusely. Other side effects are simi
lar to those noted in oral contraceptives:
headaches, weight gain, nausea, cramps,
hair loss and decreased sexual desire. But
besides the tests on animals, there are
other indications that the long-term risks
of the drug are much more serious than
the immediate effects. At a press confe
rence called by the Women's Health Net
work, three women who were all given
Depo-Provera for reasons other than
cancer treatment described their expe
rience with the drug. One woman said she
subsequently gave birth to a son with de
formed legs, the second said she develop
ed cervical cancer and the third said her
previous menstrual problems worsened
and that cysts in her breasts increased.

In the face of overwhelming evidence
in favor of banning Depo-Provera, AID,
the drug companies, and various popula
tion control agencies are rabidly insisting
that the drug be legalized. Why? A state
ment by Ray Ravenholt, director of
AID'S Office of Population from 1966 to
1979, begins to get at the answer. In a
1977 interview with the St. Louis Post

Dispatch, he said that the U.S. must lead
the world in population control because
without it "the world would rebel against
the strong U.S. commercial presence.
The self-interest thing is the compelling
element." Genocidal population control,
through forced sterilization or birth con-,
trot, has been an important aspect of
U.S. efforts to suppress the people of
Asia, Africa and Latin America, espe
cially in the post-World War II period.
These programs were first developed by
the Ford, Rockefeller and Mellon foun
dations in the late '50s and gradually in
troduced by U.S. government agencies.
AID, the U.S. agency that administers
non-military "foreign aid," is responsi-'
ble for most of these programs.
One method of population control was

described by RavenhoU as "the inunda
tion approach." Depo-Provera is only
the latest of a whole series of unsafe birth

control devices that have "inundated"
the third world. With the aid of the U.S.
State Department, A.H. Robins Co.
dumped the Dalkon Shield in South Viet
nam after it was banned in the U.S. be
cause of dangerous side effects. Syntex
dumped cheap, high-estrogen dose (80
micTOgram) pills when low-dose pills
were recommended by the FDA as safer.
These pills were available to women in
countries like Bangladesh without any
medical supervision and were sold at loci
shops with cigarettes and food.

But Depo-Provera has been hailed as
the ideal contraceptive for the third world
because it does not require daily use, like

Continued on page 10

Nuke Masters Cry "Radiation!"
"We have no way of knowing if the So

viets have it under control. We hope so,"
huffed Benjamin Welles, a spokesman
for the Pentagon.
"Our infcnnation is different, and we

want to talk about that with them and, of
course, we want to make known our con
cern," chimed in John Hughes, with that
cryptic, menacing tone State Department
denizens are wont to speak in.
The object of so much attention by

these and other representatives of the
U.S. government is the predicted tumble
to earth of the Soviet satellite Cosmos
1402 and its nuclear reactor packed with
100 pounds of enriched uranium. It
seems that in late December, tlie North
American .Aerospace Defense Command
(NORAD) detected some erratic beha
vior and loss of altitude by Cosmos 1402.
According to NORAD, a Soviet plan to
propel the satellite's main seaor — in
cluding the reactor payload — into an or
bit 500 miles above the earth where it
would remain indefinitely, failed. Soviet
efforts over the course of a week to re-
ignite the booster rocket were also unsuc-
CKSfui and the satellite slowly began its
descent. U.S. spokesmen of various de
partmental and agency persuasions were
quick to switch into their best "sky-is-
faUing" mode, prophesying radioactive
debris scattered over the planet by Cos
mos 1402's expected re-entry into the at
mosphere in late January.
The Soviets, for their part, turned a

few 360s over the span of 24 hours in an

effort to apply their own brand of im
perialist doubletaJk. Initially, Vladimir
A. Kotelnikov, a vice president of the So
viet Academy of Sciences, described the
entire episode of Cosmos 1402 as "a pre
planned operation" and "not a danger
ous situation." Then, the following day,
the Soviet news agency TASS announced
that yes, indeed, Cosmos 1402 was falling
but measures were being taken to insure
that its radioactive components would
definitely bum up before reaching earth,
etc., etc., etc.

Citing another Soviet nuclear satellite
that broke up over Canada in 1978, U.S.
spokesmen have been quick to raise a hue
and cry of mock concern over the real po
tential of radioactive contamination
from the falling satellite. Various agen
cies denounced the Soviets and expressed
the heartfelt concern for the world of the
U.S. government, including offering aid
to any and all countries that "might suf
fer damage or casualties" as a result of
the crash of Cosmos 1402. Conveniently,
of course, they have never mentioned se
veral instances of U.S. satellites returning
to the atmosphere with nuclear material.
On April 21,1964, the U.S. launched a

Transit navigational satellite from Van-
denberg Air Force Base in California.
The Transit's power supply, called the
SNAP-9A. was a radioisotope thermo
electric generator fueled with approxi
mately one kilogram of pluionium-238.
The rocket's engines failed and the Tran
sit plunged back into the atmosphere over

the Indian Ocean. It was assumed, after
sophisticated testing, that Transit had
completely burned up and the plutonium
had dispersed as a fine dust into the atmo
sphere. But over the years, the plutonium
dust began to settle so that by 1970 about
95'7o had returned from the atmosphere
onto the earth. While obviously pluto
nium fallout is hardly unprecedented
with ail the nuclear tests over the decades,
this accident resulted in a three-fold in
crease in the contamination levels of plu-
tonium-238 — particularly in the south
ern hemisphere. Plutonium-238 is one of
the world's most toxic metals, with its
radioactivity concentrating in the bones
and lungs. True to form, a 1974 study
done by the then-named Atomic Energy
Commission concluded that the health

effects of the Transit accident' 'appeared
to be minor."

Two other accidents involving U.S.
nuclear-powered satellites are also on re
cord — although not talked about very
much. One, in May 1968, involved the
crash of a Nimbus weather satellite into
•the Santa Barbara channel. Its SNAP-19

plutonium power pack was recovered,
supposedly intact. The other incident was
the crash landing of Apollo 13 moon mis
sion in April 1970. In that case, the lunar
lander segment of Apollo 13 was not
picked up and sunk to the bottom of the
Pacific with its SNAP-27 plutonium pack
— whereit will remain "safely" contain
ed for about 860 years — hardly even a
dent inihe half-life of plutonium! It is not

too surprising that mum's the word when
it comes to ̂ s chapter of U.S. failures
with their nuclear-powered satellites.

Needless to say, it is more than a little
difficult to take either the U.S. or the So
viets very seriously in their oh-so-sincerc
concern for the possible spread of radio
activity from the Cosmos 1402 accident.
After all, these two predators are both up
to their eyebrows in accelerating prepara
tions for spreading radioactivity inlen-
lionaily all over the globe. That is what
their massive nuclear arsenals are all
about. Or are we supposed to overlook
this minor fact. The U.S., for exam

ple, has already quite intentionally drop
ped a bit more than 100 pounds of enrich
ed uranium — enough to cause two
nuclear explosions-and the death and
maiming of hundrcd-s of thousands of
people in Japan. Again, just a minor
detail we suppose. Really gentlemen,
spare us your pious concern about
spreading radioactivity around the
world! In fact, the charges and counter
charges and the finger-pointing from
both sides around events such as the des
cent of Cosmos 1402 have everything to
do with the preparatory propaganda
work for unleashing large quantities of
nukes and ail the rest in a world war in the
name of saving the world from the danger
of the other side. In this pre-war conten
tion, clearly no amount of cynical postur
ing is enough for the beasts of cither bloc.
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Miami: Pigs Will Oink
The executive editor of the Miami

Herald, John McMulien, is a guy who
apparently likes to brag about being a
whore for U.S. imperialism, as the
following story which appeared in print
on January 9th illustrates: "Shortly be
fore noon last Monday, the voice of City
of Miami Police Chief Kenneth Harms
came over the telephone. In seemingly
high humor, he boomed, 'as one arro
gant, insensitive, sonofabitch to another,
1 just thought I'd wish you a Happy New
Year!' We shared a laugh." This not only
shows that pigs will oink, but such
togetherness between the uniformed pigs
and their editorial counterparts is typical
of the police and press work carried on by
the authorities in the wake of the cold

blooded murder of NeveU Johnson by
Miami pig Alvarez, and of the Overtown
rebellion. And if one can detect a nervous
squeal behind such self-congratulations
among murderers that it's another new
year and they still have state power, in the
past week, the authorities have been hard
at work to preserve that order and to rein
force the business-as-usual working of
the state — the kind of business that re

sulted in Nevell Johnson's murder and
the murder of Arthur McDuffle before
him..

The quite visible and vicious hand of
the police patrol could be felt in the pro
jects of Liberty City and Overtown. In
Liberty City, the regular patrols were in
creased and imdercover cops roamed day
and night through the heart of the area
that had b^n the center of the 1980

rebellion. Not coincidentally, the Caleb
Center, where the funeral for NeveU
Johnson was held, is only blocks from
that same area. In Overtown, while the
day and evening street patrols were kept
very low key, there was at least one case
where the pre-dawn hours saw pigs
breaking down doors and terroriring
people, under the ruse of searching for
"looted" property.
The cue that the city of Miami is gear

ing up for another "accidental" and
"justifiable homicide" ruling came right
from on high. The U.S. Civil Rights
Commission, which had only just sent its
investigators to Miami along with various
other investigative teams, announced this
week that they are already bowing out.
The U.S. CivU Rights Commission will
not investigate this case because they
"thoroughly investigated" the McDuffie
case and in their opinion things in Miami
are still the same. How convenient, and
how exposing, gentlemen — since the
results of your investigation in '80
resulted in the finding that the police did
nothing wrong.. .so now the cops have
your full blessing to murder Blacks again
and again — Miami "hasn't changed"
and things are as they should be!

Police Chief Harms, who had been
kept in the background for several days
after the rebellion, has now become a
central figure in a big media campaign,
featured in interviews and articles that go
hand-in-^ove with the stepped-up police
harassment in the communities and the
mobilizing of the police behind their man
Alvarez. Chief Harms' comments on the
Overtown murder and rebellion could
easily have been ghost written by the U.S.
Justice Department, since they were in
many respects a carbon copy of the
speeches made in Atlanta by a top Justice
Department official after the suspicious
explosion of a day care center that killed
five and focused worldwide attention on
the Black youth murders there three years
ago. In the words of Chief Harms and
whoever else, there is just too much talk
of the "perception" of racism, not
enough of the "reality" that no such
thing exists. Harms goes on and on about
such unfounded "perception" of in
justice — all to the plainly stated end that
the only thing which has gone amiss in
Miami is that the oppressed dared to rebel
against the armed enforcers of the state.,
"It is not me who is embattled, but the
law enforcement itself," intoned the
chief. This was an open appeal meant to
rally the pigs and their reactionary social
base in preparation for the future — both
long term and immediate — for in no way
can the events in Miami be considered
over. No one has forgotten that the 1980
rebe^oD broke out when the cops who
killed McDuffle were acquitted of all

charges. So far, on that score, the only
mistake Alvarez made in the eyes of the
police chief was that he was outside his
assigned patrol (which it is well known
was common practice for this pig and
others) — an "infraction" in the words
of the police department that may war
rant a handslapping of some kind. As for
Alvarez's present status, the police
department will not say. As one official
said a few weeks ago, "He has not been
suspended but he has not not been
stispended cither."

It is in this light that the police officials
have begun a campaign to mobilize
behind their model pig Alvarez. It was
with some fanfare that the white patrol
men's association, the Fraternal Order of
Police, hired a well-known criminal
lawyer to defend Alvarez, Shortly after
wards. a "mass meeting" was held of
Latin police officers, largely Cuban, who
make up 49% of the street patrols in Mi
ami, including in the Black neighbor
hoods. A few hundred of these cops came
out to let it be known that they will not
stand idly by if Alvarez goes up on any
serious charges. While such maneuvers
under the auspices of voices from above
are certainly attempts to hold the fort and
deliberately try to present a unified front
of reaction in the face of the recent

rebellion, it is also a none-too-subtle
warning to the masses in these neighbor
hoods where these cops patrol that such
"accidents" are the rule.
A similar bottom line on the murder of

Nevell Johnson is being echoed by other
strata in the city, including some who

dress themselves in liberal garb. One
noted example is the widely quoted Dr.
Marvin Dunn, a Black psychologist and
author of a soon-to-be-published book
on the 1980 rebellion. While thousands of
Black people in Miami have felt tremen
dous pride at the rebellions against op
pression there in '80 and '82. Dunn is a
man who has spent many a month moan
ing over,' 'Is something peculiarly wrong
with us as a community," only to find
himself traumatized once again. But with
some determination to show that he can
still float, Dr. Dunn wrote a lengthy piece
for (ht Miami Herald, billed as "An Op
posing View" to that of Police Chief
Harms, in which he pleaded, "Wc must
prepare the Black people of this com
munity for the possible and truthful fin
ding chat Alvarez killed Johnson in a
stupid, reckless and tragic accident."
And prepare they must, because there

are thousands of people in Miami who
have demonstrated quite well their utter
contempt for such verdicts on the
systematic national oppression meted out
by this archaic imperialist thing called
America. Indeed, there seems to be anap-
praisal from on high that another
"routine" investigation will only make
things worse, and this reveals their
weakness and fear of the masses of peo
ple who hate them and their whole set-up
throughout the world. It was significant
that Black City Manager Howard Gary,
whose face was flashed all over the world

as the man who had "brought Miami
back under control" could not show his
face at the funeral for NeveU Johnson. It

was also significant that the city
authorities went to great lengths to open
ly and not so openly call for the cancelling
of a funeral march called by a coalition
including SCLC (Southern Christian
Leadership Conference) spokesman Ray
Fauntroy. Fauntroy called off the march
the day before the funeral. At the funeral
itself, where over 1,000 people from
Overtown, Liberty City and the Haitian
neighborhoods fiUed the Caleb Com
munity Center in Liberty City and spilled
out onto the streets, the Dade County
Community Relations Board director
and the police "crisis response team"
weaseled their way through the crowd,
making their ugly presence known.

Meanwhile, as the authorities are at
tempting to scuttle any investigation of
this murder, many people are asking their
own questions and snooping out their
own answers through these twists and
turns. Already some people are asking
what happened to the film in the 5 securi
ty cameras in the video arcade where

Nevell Johnson was murdered! And these
and other unanswered questions are
bound to continue to arise over the next
period of time going into the state's deci
sion about possible charges or trials. So
far, none have been announced, but the
authorities* recent maneuverings in
Miami are an indication that they plan
not only to let cop Alvarpz get away with
murder, just like they did back in '80, but
that they have-serious stakes in making
such verdicts stick. ' □

"I Knew There Had to be a Name For Us"
It was with a sense of revelation that

one young Black man in Overtown
responded to the words "international
proletariat" as he stood in the small
group gathered around one revolu
tionary. "Damn, I knew there had to be a
name for us," he said. When his friend
broke in, "Don't you know what you are,
man, you're Black!" the first guy
answered, "No, I mean all of us, I mean
all over the world. I knew there had to be,
a name for everybody who's catching
hell." And throughout the rest of the
evening, he used his new-found name
every change he could get.

The shoots of internationalism rearing
their heads in Miami have prompted such
joy of discovery among the young and some
old folks as well. One banner signed by 90
people from Atlanta with a quote from
Mao Tsetung was the scene of much dis
cussion after the funeral for NeveU John
son. A 70-year-old man, who had
formerly been a revolutionary himself,
cold an/? If distributor, "That's what we
need now in this country, somebody like
Mao." After buying an R W, he advised,
"It's these young people you gotta be
talking to, the ones that ain't afraid."
Two banners signed by over 300 arrived
from California; one written and signed
in the Mission District of San Francisco in

Spanish and another from Oakland in
English, Chinese and other languages
which said, "In support of the Miami
Rebellion—Prepare for Proletarian
Revolution." These were taken out in the
housing projects in Overtown and Liber
ty City. One banner which both surprised
and hit a chord with the youth read, "To
the Youth of Miami, Go For It—From
the Rebel Youth and Punk Rockers of
Atlanta." This banner had been taken
out by the Revolutionai7 Communist
Youth Brigade to a D.O.A. concert in
Atlanta and was signed by 40 punk rock
ers, including the band.

Out on the streets and In the projects,
heavy topics and events were on the agen
da, as small clusters of people gathered
around issues of the R W, read the party
Programme and rapped with RCP sup
porters. Inone discussion where about 15
youth were looking through the Pro
gramme, talk ranged from Brixton to
Beirut where it w-as a unanimous opinion
among the youth that the PLO should not
have left Beirut. As things iiimed to the
draft and .World War 3, a Vietnam vet,
one of the oldest in the group argued that
"Turn the Guns Around" was not at all
an "out of this world idea" citing ex
amples from the Vietnam War. But one
of the hottest topics was on revolutionary

strategy and in particular the question of
winning the majority. Or was that
necessary to begin a revolutionary
assault? In this context, Martin Luther
Kirtg was raised by some, not to uphold
his non-violence, because no one in the
group was for that, but because they had
been taught that at a certain point he'd
won the majority of Black people. Much
debate raged over such questions of
strategy and the necessity for revolu
tionary leadership and organization, as
these youth seriously discussed the need
for a party for the first time.

In Little Haiti, the Overtown rebellion
had particular significance. A number of
Haitians'went to the funeral for Nevell
Johnson and in other ways showed their
support.

This political ferment has had its effect
on broader strata as well. Some former
■60s activists, both-Black and white, were
Jolted. Only two weeks before, one of
these had flatly dismissed the rebellion,
insisting, "They don't even know what
they want." Now this person was digging
into questions for the 1980's with some
like-minded friends who especially
wanted to talk about whether or not the
Black masses have to go through a stage
of nationalism before they can be inter
nationalist. □
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Famous Imperialist "Liberators"

The Clows of the Pink
Panther in Africa

As we contiDue our periodic look iato
great imperialist "liberators," France im
mediately comes to mind asoneimperialist
power which has managed to hone this
role into an award-winning performance.
The entire course of the last century bean
ample witness to the ravages of French
imperialism in every part of the world. Of
course, for the most part this has all been
carried out under the banner of extending
the benefits of the French republic and
the virtues of French civiiization to the
masses of "underprivileged people" in
the world. Today, with its role as an "en
lightened and reasonable imperialist
power" developed to the hilt by the add
ed factor of a "socialist" president, Fran
cois Mitterand, and a "socialist" major
ity in parliament, the French imperialists
continue to pursue their thoroughly im
perialist interests with a vengeance. And,
although in today's world the French im
perialists can only really pursue and ad
vance their own interests as an integral
part of the U.S. imperialist-led bloc,
nonetheless within this context the

French are quite feverishly maneuvering
and competing to advance their interests
to the maximum degree possible. Need
less to say, in the fashion of all great im
perialist liberators, this is being carried
out in the guise of aiding the liberation
and development process in the world.
There is not one imperialist "hot spot" or
potential "hot spot" in the world today
where the faded pink banner of French
imperialism is not highly visible and ac
tive. In the aftermath of the U.S.-engi
neered Israeli invasion of Lebanon, the
French have played a front-line role in
helping to secure the area for the U.S.
bloc. As French troops joined the "inter
national peacekeeping force," Mitterand
declared that, 'Trance is the main factor
in the search for peace in the Middle
East," and that the French were pursuing
a policy of rescuing the Palestine Libera
tion Organization politically intact from
Lebanon!

But perhaps the sharpest example of
the French as imperialist liberators, both
historically and currently, can be found
in a long-standing relationship between
France and the continent of Africa. The
French imperialists have more than a cen
tury of experience in Africa under their
belt. Under the signpost of bringing civili
zation to Africa, the ori^al French acti
vity involved setting up the infamous
"Triangular Trade" — kidnapping Afri
cans from West Africa, trading them as
slaves in the West IndiK in exchange for
spices and tea which were then sold in
France. By the late 1800s the French had
carved out a gigantic colonial empire
covering more than one-third of the en
tire continent. The French colonial pos
sessions covered an area of 10 million
square kilometers in West and Central
Africa, an area which is inhabited today
by more than 85 million people and in
cludes 17 different nationiitles. It is this •
empire which, for the most part, the
French have managed to keep practically
intact today.
And, although the French have main

tained most of their empire with only the
thinnest-veil of neo-colonialism — much
more straight-up colonial than neo —
still, there was a period following World
War 2 and on up into the^hrly "605 during
which the French made a great show of
"decolonizing" Africa. The most severe
blow dealt to the French empire in Africa
w'as the Algerian war for national inde-
pendenra. Beginning in i954 the French
waged an 8-year-long savage war of re
pression against the Algerians. It has
been unofficially estimated that during
the course of this war 1 million Algerian

1

Mitterand and Mobutu

people were killed. Finally in 1962 the
French were forced to concede formal in

dependence to Algeria. While the full
story of the Algerian war and France's
role in it cannot be dealt with in this arti
cle, there are a few points about the role
of various French offidals, namely Mit
terand & Co., which are well worth get
ting into, especially in terms of putting
the role of France in Africa today in the
proper perspective. In the early 1950s
Mitterand, the "socialist," had served as
the Minister of Overseas France, the post
responsible for the administration of all
French colonial possessions. By 1954 and
the beginning of the Algerian war, he was
Minister of the Interior under the

Mendes-France government. At the
beginning of the Algerian war, Mendes-
France made the position of the French
imperialists impeccably dear. In a speech
to the French assembly, he stated: "One
does not compromise when it comes to
defending the internal peace of the na
tion, the unity and integrity of the
republic. The Algerian departments are
part of the French republic. They have
been French for a long time, and they are
irrevocably French .... ̂ tween them
and metropolitan France there can be no
conceivable secession." The Mendes-

France position was quickly and loudly
backed up by Mitterand, who stated,
"The only possible negotiation is war!"
A short time later, Mitterand expounded
on his view during a speech to the French
assembly: "Algeria is France. And who
among you, Mesdames and Messieurs,
would hesitate to employ every means to
preserve France?" Two years later, Mit-
terand's own party, the Socialist Party,
took over the reins of government. Once
again Mitterand served in a cabinet-level
position as the Socialist Party presided
over the intensification of the war in Al

geria, including stepping up conscription
and calling up reserve miliia^ forces to
active duty. Under the Socialist Party the
level of French military personnel in Al
geria reached 500,000, nine limes more'
than what it had been in 1954.

Peaceful Decolonization

In addition to Algeria, there were also
a few other colonial wars that the French
had to wage at that lime, specifically in
Madagascar and Cameroon, although on
a smaller scale, and there were also a
number of localized rebellions that the
French moved to crush throughout their

empire. But, in the main, the Algerian
war had the French imperialists pretty
thoroughly tied down and this, together
with their defeat in Vietnam, pushed
them to search for some means to avoid
the recurrence of similar situations in

other parts of their empire. It was off of
this that the French developed their
"peaceful decolonization" plan in Afri
ca. The key principle in the French colo
nial theory was to attempt to portray the
French colonies not as colonies per se but
instead as integral parts of the French
republic — "overseas France." Along
these lines the French imperialists even
extended the right to vote to a large num
ber of their colonial subjects following
World War 2, and it was not uncommon
for each new parliament to contain a
small, although limited, number of repre
sentatives from the various African colo
nies. Tlie official decolonization plan,
known as Loi Cadre, was a sort of twist-
off from this basic principle; it was auth
ored by Mitterand, working together
with notable French colonial puppets
such as Leopold Senghor. (Senghor also
holds the top position in the Socialist In
ternational today and had gained quite a
bit of notoriety back then on the basis of
attempting to convince the people of Se-

^iPI
Mass uprising In Algeria, 1980.

negal that they were actually French.
Senghor even came to power in Senegal
demanding that the people of Senegal be
granted French citizenship and "respect"
under colonialism.) The plan was even
tually implemented by DeGaulle and
earned him the tiicknarae of "the Great

Dccolonizer." The gist of the plan was
simple', not to mention blatantly neo-
colonial — step-by-step progress from
direct colonial rule to autonomy and then
independence and reorganization into a
French commonwealth in Africa. One
crucial pan of the plan was to break up
the two large French territories, French
Equatorial Africa and French West Afri
ca, into numerous small states in order to
remove the threat of a challenge to
French neo-colonial rule from a large,
formally independent state. In 1958 De
Gaulle held territorial elections to form
the commonwealth or some sort of confe
deration of French African states. Of ail
the former French colonies only Guinea,
under Sekou Toure, refused outright to
accept the French plan. In retaliation the
French withdrew from Guinea, literally
taking everything they could out of the
country with them, including even rip
ping the telephones out of the wall. (It

Continued on page 13
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Soweio — since the June 1976 uprising
of youth andstudents, Sowetohasbeena
symbol of the continuing resistance of the
Azanian people to the apartheid South
African regime and its tl.S. imperialist
backers. One of the largest black town
ships in Azania, Soweio also crystallizes
what life is like formillions of urban Aza-
nians. The RW recently had the oppor
tunity to speak with an Azanian youth
from Soweto. A high school student in
1976, this brother was involved in the
uprising and later arrested. After 12
months in Jail he was released, returned
to school and continued his involvement.
In 1980 he was compelled to leave Azania
and enter a refugee camp in one of the
surrounding countries. Upon entering the
country he was detained for 2 months
before joining thousands of other Aza-
nians, many of whom were driven out of
Azania for their activities in 1976 and be
yond, in a refugee camp. These camps
have become active centers of political
discussion and struggle between the va
rious political trends in A zania as well as
organizing centers for the liberation of
Azania. What follows is this brother's
comments on thelifeof Azanian youth in
Soweto:

I came from Soweto, born and grew up
In Soweto. Soweto is actually an abbre
viation, it means Southwestern Town
ship. It is composed of a number of very
small towns, small towns where blacks
are located. Blacks are housed in these
towns and they (the towns — RW) zte
very, very poor. It is not like in the towns
where you find white people. There are
roughly about 3 million people living in
Soweto. Soweto developed when all these
other towns were moved there. For in
stance there was Sophia Town which was
a very, very old town that was moved to
the Soweto area. There was the town of
Worst, most of the people who lived there
are now in Meadowlands, one of the
towns in Soweto. It was a black town but
the government wanted to use it since it
was a good area, a productive area. They
didnT want blacks to stay there so they
moved them to Soweto. Right now that
area is a town but it is a town where only
whites live; you can't find a black man
there now. In other places in Soweto
there are people who come from other
towns and parts of Azania. These towns
were just small areas where blacks were
living. That was the intention of the gov
ernment, they wanted small towns where
their domestic servants and factory work
ers could live near the white cities but not
in ihem. Blacks work in the white towns
but they are not permitted to stay in town
the whole day; they are just permitted to
stay in town for maybe 8 hours. Blacks
are expected to work the whole day in the
town and then he back in their town dur
ing a certain period of time. Then, when
^weto was developed, blacks were re
moved from these towns and moved far
away from the white cities. This is be
cause the government wanted to use this
area for the expansion of their cities. So
these black towns were moved to the area
calM Soweto. The purpose was to move
blacks as far away from the white cities as
possible and yet keep them as near as ne
cessary in order to keep the factories
working. In the area of Soweto there sue
many people who work in the factories
and others who work for thegovemment,
lower level government jobs like clerk or
security guard —
Many people in Soweto do work, they

are hir^; but there are also many, many
unemployed. With all of the unemploy
ment there is also a lot of crime going on.
You'U find a family of about 15 — the pa
rents and 13 children — in a house and
the mother is maybe working as a servant
and she gets about $30 a month and the
father is getting maybe $40 a month. That
money won't be able to feed the whole fa
mily. So the family has to divide them
selves up in order to get enough food in
the house. Some have to leave school and
go and work — even though when they
work they will only get a small, small sa
lary that won't be able to feed the family.

In Soweto we live in houses that are
only 4 rooms, and the rooms are small.
We have lights and use electricity but we
are only allowed to use a very small
amount. For instance we are just allowed
to put one lamp in each room. When you
use things like an iron or an electric kettle,
that is going to cost a lot of money and we
don't have any money. So most of the

people don't use the electricity. And
again, water is very, very expensive. So
most of the people don't use the electrici
ty or the water. Maybe in a month you
would have to pay $10 for electricity and
sdll you are supposed to eat even though
you gel maybe $40 a month. You can't
manage to pay the rent, say maybe $30 a
month, you can't manage to buy food
and pay for the electricity and the water
all at the same time. Not on $40 a month,
you can't do it. The houses are double
houses, they are like a box of matches; in
fact that is what we used to call them.
They are divided up to house two families
with a wall separating them. The houses
are very small but the yard is spacious
although you can't plant anything there.
The houses are made of bricks and the
tops are made of something like thin
strips of asbestos or tar paper. You can
break the rooftops with anything, some
times when it snows or hails the roof will
just rip apart. When it breaks you have to
go and report it and then it takes about 2
months to get it fixed and then you have
to pay for it. The streets are always con
gested, full of children playing and other
people. The children play in the streets,
we have grounds for them but there are
no facilities on these grounds so the chil
dren play in the streets. There is no resting
on the streets in Soweto. It is always noisy
day and night, sometimes you can't tell
when it is day or night — the noise is the
same. There's also a large police presence
in Soweto but they can't control any
thing....
When you grow up'inSoweto it is very,

very hard. You survive by chances. When
you are about 11 or 12 years old they are
not able to take much care of you at home
so you have to son of help in the family
and do something. You have to work or
get some kind ofpart-time job. Like! was
washing cabs for money. It was during
the time when I left school so I had to go
and wash some cabs to get some dollars to
eat each day. Most of the youngsters,
when they work they don't bring this
money home, they just decide to stay out
of the family. When I did this, 1 had to
sleep in the water pipes at night. In the
summertime that is very dangerous
because sometimes the pipes will flood
when the water is turned on during the
night and you can't hear it. I slept in the
pipes for some times and other times I
would sleep in the toilets in town or some-
limes in old scrap cars. This is very com
mon in Soweto. These are the "bad
boys" — and they are not bad boys as
such but they are made into bad boys.
Maybe you don't have the money to go to
school and so you go out, nobody cares
for you, you are dirty, you don't wash
and don't do anything, you can only do
what you can to survive, that is how you
survive. When you work if you are lucky
you can keep the money for yourself — a
lot of times the gan^ters take it from
you. I started doing this when I had finish
ed Standard Three, or Grade 5 and I lived
like this for two years. Then I went back
home and returned to school. I studied as
far as Form I, Grade 9, and then went to
Grade 10 — that is as far as I went be
cause then it all broke out, the Soweto
riots.

In June of1976 the youth and students
ofSoweto shook the imperialist world as
they rose up in defiant rebellion. What
initially began as a protest against the
apartheid educational system quickly
broadened into something that brought
into question the whole nature of the
South African regime among stttdenls
and youth throughout all ofAzania. Be
yond ihestudenis andyouth, the uprising
also served as a powerful spark for very
broad forces among the Azanian people
including the Azanian working class. Al
though the South African government at
tempted to crush the rebellion, murdering
600 or more youth and students in the
process, the Soweio uprising became a
battle cry and gave birth to a whole new
generation of Azanian revolutionaries
and intensified the politicalferment and
struggle among all Azanian revolutiona
ries. All ofthis lives on today and is grow
ing and developing in a radically changed
world, one in which both the dangers of
world war are intensifying and the pros
pect for revolution are being magnified in
an unprecedented way and on a global
-scale.

The thing that provoked the stu
dents to boycott in 1976 was the Im-
guage, the official language, that is Afri
kaans. The students at one of the schools

the youth of

in Orlando (a town in Soweto — R MO or
ganized a strike and said they were not
going to the final exams. They went out
and made placards that said "No! We
don't want Bantu education!", black
education is called Bantu education. "We
don't want Bantu education!". "To hell
with Bantu education!" These were the
placards that went all over and all of the
students got involved in the whole thing.
That was the beginning of the strike.
Soon the whole of South Africa was in
the strike. These were young students that
started it, lower primary school students,
small guys — 11 and younger! The small
students started the whole thing but then
the university students got in contact with
the younger students and the strike be
came universal. The university students
took over, printed pamphlets and distri
buted them all over Soweio and the whole
country, The whole country went on
strike and then the Soweto Students Rep
resentative Council (SSRC) was formed.
The strike still continued from 1976, it
went on in '77, '78, '79 — still the same
strikes. When the date of June 16 comes,
it is still the same thing. On that day we
are supposed to try to stop our parents
from going to the Job too. Now (hey are
no longer supposed to be strikes against
the Bantu education system. Now it is
sort of something that goes against apart
heid. The question was where does Bantu
education derive from. And the source is

the system. The system is not a good sys
tem and in order to wipe out Bantu edu
cation you have to deal with the whole
system. Bantu education is part of the op
pression of the people. Bantu education
itself is inferior education, it is inferior to
the white education. It is not equal to the
white student'S'Cducation; you are taught
certain subjects and you are not taught
certain subjects. It makes you concen
trate only what is going on in the country,
for instance it makes you learn about the
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soweto

"We broke into and burnt banks. We burnt trains and buses, like the
bus company PUTCO bus; we burnt and crippled a lot of that com
pany's buses and properties. We burnt offices and government stores.
Wherever there was something of the government in Soweto we'd
bum it..

Top: Barclays bank didn't make It through the first day of the 1976 Soweto rebellion.
Bottom: Thick smoke pours from a government owned beerhall. Smoke was so thick
during the rebellion that the police found it difficult If not impossible to coordinate
their activities from the air.

presidents of the Bantustans. You are
taugiU about the presidents inside the
Bantustans but you. are not allowed to
learn about the international world, the
people outside. The students wanted
equal education and equal rights. When
you deal only with the language, the lan
guage itself leads you to a lot of other
questions.
Union workers got involved in the

strikes too. And the strikes continued un
til the government b^an shooting and

many students died in that year (1976 —
RiV). Even many of our parents died
because we were trying to stop them from
going to the job. When we tried to stop
them from going to (he job they would try
to struggle with us to iet them go to the
job. They would say: "Without going to
the job we won't survive, we won't eat. If
you stop us from going to the job then
what do you expect us to eat?" What they
were saying was to leave the government
to function the way it was. They are

frightened, whenever they think of the
field of politics they think of Robben Is
land and then they don't want to hear of
politics, they just want to go and work for
the master, Then there was the Zulus who
used to work in the mines and live in hos

tels. They formed a union to fight against
the students and they killed a lot of stu
dents. They killed many students with
long slicks, they would go patrolling early
in the morning and go to the bus stops.
Whenever wc tried to stop them from go

ing there they would rebel against us and
try to beat us and kill us. And the govern
ment would protect them. And the pro
tection was to kill the students.. ,.

Then we did a lot of mess in the govern
ment's buildings and properties for in
stance. We broke into and burnt banks.
We burnt trains and buses, like the bus
company PUTCO bus; we burnt and
crippled a lot of that company's buses
and properties. We burnt offices and

Continued on page 11
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The Nature of Judge Regan's
"Precede^^ Breaking" Custody Ruling

In the December 31st issue of the/? IK

we called Judge Gerald Ragan's ruling in
the hearing for permanent custody of
Mao Defendant Tina Fishman's daugh
ter Riva "as cowardly as it was vicious."
But given the press and media's distorted
reporting of the decision many came to
believe that Tina was awarded custody of
her daughter even though it wouldn't
happen for 6 months. At a feminist party
in San Francisco, the night of the deci
sion, a member of the Committee
Against the Kidnapping of Mao Defen
dant's Daughter was congratulated by
many present on the "victory." Tina's
lawyer even received congratulations
from other lawyers not familiar with
child custody case or the specifics of
Ragan's ruling.
In examining the Catch-22 of bour

geois law in general, and this ruling in
particular, it becomes strikingly clear
how Ragan, in the service of the state,
quite purposely ruled in such a way as to
give the impression of impartiality (and
thus hopefully cool down the broad and
growing outrage at this political kidnap
ping) while maneuvering to continue tlds
political attack, including cfearing a way
for Ted Fishman to get permanent cus
tody. The ruling was most definitely both
a vicious and cowardly one and warrants
fortherexposurealongwith the rest of the
attacks in this case.

Judge Ra^n is well known in legal
circles as a' 'fair and liberal" judge; in the
words of Tina's lawyer "they couldn't
have given us a harder judge" precisely
because of this nice guy facade. By the
time of the trial many progressive forces
were pretty clear on why Judge Browning
(the man who aided Ted initially with the
kidnapping) did what he did. But
Ragan's ruling is diffuse and cloudy;
lawyers familiar with child custody cases,
for example, asked Tina's lawyer how
Ragan could have been so "confused" or
"just plain stupid."
A more detailed examination of some

precedent-setting child custody cases
makes clear that Ragan's problem is
neither stupidity nor confusion- but
cowardice and reaction, and a very con
scious attempt to confuse and defuse the
broad political outrage surrounding the
Fishman case. The case examples below
were all weU-known to Ragan, and were
in fact all used in legal papers filed for
Tina. For Ragan, the political particulari
ty ofTina's case was decisive, and not the
precedents set in somewhat parallel cases,
nor the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdic
tion Act (UCCJA).
The first point in the UCCJA is that of

"jurlsdictional precedence" — i.e.,
where a case gets battled out. Ferreira vs.
Ferreira was a classic 1971 case cited in

many child custody cases. In fact, it was
used as a precedent to help shape the
UCCJA, and Judge Ragan used it
himself in his final ruling.

In Ferreira vs. Ferreira, the father
while visiting his children, took them to
California from Alabama where they liv
ed with their mother who had custody.
The father petitioned the courts to give
him custody, because there was a ques
tion of the stepfather abusing them. The
mother made a motion to California to
dismiss because Alabama was the home

state of her and the children. The court
agreed and ordered the father to sur
render the children immediately. Instead,
he filed in another California court, so
the mother petitioned for habeas corpus
(i.e., order him to give her the kids right
now or be in contempt). Because of the
possible Issue of abu.se the court gave the
father temporary custody and was over
ruled on appeal. The higher courts said he
had no case precisely because he had kid
napped the children and only Alabama
bad jurisdiction to hear his claim for
custody. He was ordered to return them
immediately.

In citing Ferreira vs. Ferreira, Judge
Ragan said, "As pointed inFerreira, even
when the non-custodial parent comes in
to the California court with unclean
hands (i.e., he has committed the crime
of child abduction — /? IK) the safety of
the child prevails, but the final adjudica
tion should be in the foreign state (home
state). So, in the present case, this court

finds that Ted has consistently and
repeatedly sought out a forum (a place to
hold the hearing for custody — /? W) thai
would transfer custody of Riva to him.
He finally succeeded by his allegations of
emergency. The court finds his use and
misuse of this court to be offensive.
Clearly, he should have sought relief in Il
linois, the irrefutable home state of
Riva." Ragan goes on to call Ted a liar
for writing to Tina that he'd return Riva
to her when in fact he was filing a court
action with Judge Browning. But instead
of telling this liar and kidnapper to give
back the child immediately as clearly in
dicated by the case he cites, Ragan
declares yet another "emergency" and
extends the kidnapping for 6 months.'

In the UCCJA, it clearly states that the
loophole of emergency, which niight con
ceivably allow a parent without custody
even to abduct his child and seek jurisdic
tion in another state, is defined as the
child being "subjected to or threatened
with mistreatment or abuse." Ragan
agrees that, "Emergency means immi
nent child abuse" and that it did not exist
in this case.' 'The facts are that Tina was
ready, willing and able to continue the
rearing of her child."

Let's took at another case to examine

this emergency situation. In Martin vs.
Martin, the father charged among other
things that themother had numerous love
affairs in the presence of her two
children. The lower courts in New York,
where the father lived, backed his action
of stealing the kids from her and seeking
a new custody hearing in New York. The
higher courts threw the case out, making
it clear that "... if the mother be an unfit

parent, that is a matter for the Florida
courts to decide."

Judge Ragan correctly said that
"Commissioner Browning assumed
jurisdiction on the basis of an emergency
which as a matter of law did not

exist " and turned around and
declared a new emergency. What
emergency? That since Riva has been kid
napped for one and a half years already,
"To uproot Riva at this time would be
psychologically traumatic to an extreme
degree " which is certainly stretching
his own earlier definition of emergency as
"imminent child abuse."

Ragan goes on to leave no doubt that
he hopes to giveTed every opportunity to
make Riva's return to her mother even

more "psychologically traumatic" as
further justification for continuing this
kidnapping. "Riva has been under very
intense and effective influence of her

older sister Shanti, as well as the influence
of Ted and Harriet. The court recognizes
that at this stage of her life, with these
strong influences, she adamantly, emo
tionally and intellectually, wants to stay
in California." He goes on to note that
"in the absence of maternal contact" this
influence can only get stronger. So what
does his honor do to cement this maternal
contact? He gives Tina one 10-day visita
tion period (possibly two) in the next 6
months. This is hardly 6 months of time
to prepare the child for a return to Tina
but it is 6 months of time to put further
pressure on Riva in order to create better
condi tion.s for a decision to award perma
nent custody to Ted. Judge Ragan would
call it "in the best interests of the child."
A 6-momh "readjustment" period is

legally unprecedented. In every case the
lawyers and Judge Ragan cited (over 20),
once the business of emergency and juris
diction was settled, the abducting parent
was ordered by higher courts to give back
the children immediately. No one could
find a single example where kidnapping
was extended. Let's look at Fry vs. Judge
Ball, a very interesting case in this light.
Gwen Fry was given legal guardianship
for her grandson Scott by the California
courts while his mother was in a drug
rehabilitation clinic and his father was up

on charges of pushing heroin. The grand
mother took him to her home in Col
orado. Then she petitioned the court in
Colorado to award her permanent
custody. The father .showed up, assaulted
the grandfather and threatened the little
boy with harm and was arrested. Despite
the fact that the grandmother was legally
his (temporary) guardian and there clear

ly was an emergency existing, Colorado's
higher courts told her she had to return
the boy and petition the California
courts, which had jurisdiction. But
"(The) facts raise a genuine concern for
Scott's welfare. We, therefore, conclude
it is proper for this court under its equity
powers to permit Scott to remain in the
temporary custody of Gwendolyn Fry,
pending the institution of a petition ad
dressed to the Superior Court of Orange
County, California,- requesting a
modification of its custody degree
entered on June 3rd, 1975." The court
gave Scott to his grandmother for 40
days, during which time she had to seek
custody in California or lose him. No 6
months here, and Fry vs. Ball was the
only exception to the immediate return
order we could find.

The case that best illustrates all these
items together is fiopson vs. Hopson,
which Tina's lawyer was able to use as an
example again and again. The Hopsons
were married in Arizona and had two
children; After the divorce, custody being
awarded to the mother with visitation

rights for the father, he returned to his
home state of Tennessee and she moved

to California. Eight months later, he
visited the children and took them to Ten
nessee without her consent — a kidnap
ping. He then began proceedings in Ten
nessee, which upheld his right to take the
kids since both wanted to stay with him
and not the mother. After nearly 4 years
of trials, petitions, counter-petitions, and
a maze of rulings from both California
and Tennessee, the mother appealed to a
higher court which upheld her custodial
rights. The father was ordered to sur
render the children immediately. The
Tennessee courts were chided for even
hearing Oet alone upholding) his original
petition since he was clearly a kidnapper.

It was not even considered that it

would be "psychologically traumatic to
an extreme degree" to uproot these
children who had lived in Tennessee for
nearly 4 years. Nor was there need to
make allowance for a 6 month "gradual
readjustment between mother and
(child)... to close the rift that has

developed," as Judge Ragan stated in
defending his extension of the kidnap
ping. In fact, in the Hopson case the
court ruled that "there was insufficient
showing that harm to children if they
were returned to mother was any more ir
reparable than caused by father in
creating situation in the first
instance..." In fact, the""court in the
Hopson case cited yet another precedent
to the effect "a change in custody may
prove temporarily disruptive to the
children is not determinative, for all
changes in custody are disruptive."
As for the fact that Ted claims Riva

wants to stay with him anyway, Hopson
says, "justification for kidnapping based
on a child's request or a parent's belief
that he was acting in the child's best in
terests, is nowhere found in the
UCCJA." So according to a precedent
case backed up by the wording of the UC
CJA, Ragan 1) had no jurisdiction to
even hold the hearing in the first place, 2)
shouldn't touch this case because Ted is a
kidnapper, 3) should immediately give
Riva back to Tina regardless of any
claims by Ted.
Not only is Ragan's decision not a vic

tory, but it leaves open the distinct
possibility of lUinois getting rid of this
political hot potato by giving jurisdiction
to California on the basis that now
California is Riva's home state, not Il
linois. And we don't have to guess twice
to figure out what Judge Ragan's ruling
would be in a custody case where he
would have legal jurisdiction. He has
already called Tina a woman with a
"fanatical obsession with a political issue
which has blinded her to the true needs of

a 10-year-old child. Tina has become doc
trinaire and as a result is losing the loveof
her children." All this only shows again
(hat what is determining things in the
Tina case is not the laws, rules and
precedents of child custody, but the
government's political vendetta against
the RCP and women revolutionaries. As
the battle against this blatant political
kidnapping continues, all of these
cowardly and vicious maneuvers need to
be fully exposed and opposed. □

Depo-Provera
Continued from page 5
the pill, nor insertion at the time of inter
course like other birth control devices.
Also, it does not carry the politically ex
plosive consequences of a kind like those
of forced sterilization programs tried in
India. Any paramedical personnel can
give the shot easily. As one doctor at a
Planned Parenthood conference said in
praise of the drug, "No woman in the
world is more than a kilometer away
from somebody with a syringe." Plus,
there is the added advantage, as noted in
the AID-funded publication Population
Reports, that "Injections are associated
with safe, effective, modern medicine."
Such humanitarians have gone to great
lengths to promote the drug. Dr. Mal
colm Potts, director of the International
Fertility Research Program (AID-fund
ed), suggested advertising one of the
drug's adverse side effects, swollen
breasts, as a virtue! He suggested tlie
following marketing slogan: "It makes
your breasts more beautiful and is good
for everyone — including the tailors who
have to make bigger brassieres."

A strong reason for the push to legalize
Depo-Provera in the U.S. is that the
American government's policy of dump
ing drugs in the oppressed nations that
have banned here has spurred tremen
dous outrage. The FDA's approach, it is
hoped, would demonstrate that the drug
is safe enough even to be used commonly
in the U.S. and therefore fine for use else
where. Depo-Provera has been banned in
India afler it was noted that mothers who
inadvertently took the drug without know
ing they were pregnant produced deform
ed children. Women in England, where
the drug is approved for limited use, led a
fight to keep it from being legalized as a
contraceptive. And many feminist
groups in the U.S. dealing with women's

health care have vowed that they will not
accept this double standard and will fight
to see that the drug is not sold anywhere
in the world.

There are also indications from some
quarters of plans to use Depo-Provera
for population control schemes within the
U.S. Dr. Malcolm Potts put it this way:

"I'd like to suggest that even among
the vast population of the United States
you can find subgroups of people who
have the same problems as people in the
Third World. They may not be so large,
but you know you have several million
immigrants from Mexico, who bring with
them the same health problems, the same
cultural assumptions, the same need for
fertility regulation as they had in Mexico.

"I think that if the FDA were to turn its
attention to the needs of some of the sub
groups within the United States, we
would not be faced with the situation in
which we can be accused of having a dual
standard of medical practice and drug re
gulation around the world."

Ofcourse, chegovemment is not mainly
defending Depo-Provera in such blatantly
political terms in the current hearings. As
theA/ew York Tmresreported, "Thechief
focus of the hearing will be the validity of
the animal and human studies." Depo-
Provera's supporters say that animal re
sults are not relevant to humans and that
millions of women throughout the world
have used the drug safely — perhaps like
the starving women of Thailand who
were coaxed by AID officials to take
Depo-Provera in exchange for a free
chicken. Opponents of the drug have
pointed to the animal studies as irrefuta
ble evidence of the drug's dangers. It was
this that prompted Ray Ravenholl during
a 1978 hearing banning Depo-Provera to
rail against "the tyranny of the beagle
dog." After all, the tyranny of U.S. im
perialism over women in the oppressed
countries, as well as in the U.S., is far too
Important to be interfered with by such
obstacles. □
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Shine the L^t
of Revolutton

Behind the Prison Walls

The Revolutionary Communist Party receives many
letters and requests for literature from prisoners In
the hell hole torture chambers from Attica to San
Quentln. There are thousands more brothers and
sisters behind bars who have refused to be beaten

down and comjpted In the dungeons of the
capitalist class and who thirst for and need the
Rsrafutfonary Worker and other revolutionary
literature. To help make possible getting the Voice
of the Revolutionary Communist Party as well as
other Party literature and books on Marxism-
Leninism, Mao Tselung Thought behind the prison
walls, the Revolutionary Worker has established a
special fund. Contributions should be sent to:

Prisoners Revolutionary Literature Fund
Box 3486, Merchandise Mart
Chicago, IL 60654

Dear R.C.P. Publications:
I'm presently incarcerated in a concentration

camp here In illlnols, one of Ihe many endless
camps coast to coast In "the land of the free."
Which Is why I'm writing In an effort to start ob
taining your publications to help broaden my inter
national revolutionary unde'slanding and those of
others as well. Because a lot of good people have
been so brainwashed, indoctrinated and disillu
sioned that they don't know what direction they
are traveling in. So they don't even realize that
they have an oppressor enemy let alone who they
are — "U.S.A., U.S.S.H., C.P.C." and the rest of the
Imperialist oppressors and "revolutionary" revi
sionists of the world. So I would appreciate It very
much if you will start sending me your new
publications so I can better de-weslernize as many
proletarians of all colors as I can. In the name of
solidarity of all Ihe proletarians struggling for their
freedom.

Political Prisoner

sincerely believe that It would serve as a stimulus
to the development and growth of the revolu-
Honary minds that have enrolled themselves
within our "political awareness" classes here in
Ihts Inatllution. So it It is financially feasible, we
would appreciate the cooperation of our brothers
and sisters on the other side. And before I say
Thank You, I would like to say — "Though we are
physically apart, we are and will always be
together In mind and In struggle.''

Speaking for the body of revolullonarles here who
are truly dedicated to change.

To My Beloved Comrades in Arms-
While reading Ihe Dec. 17th issue of Revolu

tionary Worker. It came to my attention that you
were offering "Boxed Collections" of pamphlets
by the RCP, USA. And as a forerunner of the
revolutionary minds here within the "Belly of the
Beast" I would like to make a request.

I have tried to petition the funds for the two
priceless collections among my constituents, but
attempts have been to no avail — and It is under
standable since we are only paid 35e a day. So
with this In mind. I would like to make an open
plea for the forwarding of Ihe above literature, as I

Dear Comrades,
I recently read Bob Aveklan's speech "Irart: It's

Not Our Embassy" and II opened my mind to
some things I didn't think of before. He has the
right Idea, but like I have said before, 1 support Ihe
revolution that caused Ihe overthrow of the Shah,
that capitalist puppet who oppressed Ihe people,
the workers and our comrades In Iran. But our left
ist brothers in Iran are being killed by the present
government there, and something has to be done;
it Is true that our Iranian comrades fought In the
'60s and "TOs with us against our common op
pressors on campuses all over.
Comrade Avakian Is a man of his word, and

what he says, he does. We can learn a lot from
him.

These capitalist tools have to be destroyed
totally. We can overthrow these capitalists by
force, and possibly without even force It can be
done. There are ways and I'm with you all the way.

I also gol the other book by Bob Avaklan, "On
the kilao Tselung Defendants' Railroad and the
Historic Battles Ahead." There is one more book I
could use: It is "The Science of Revolution." I ap
preciate it, If you can send It like you sent the last
two books, because If It comes through the
package room, J will get it, but if if comes any
other way. they will censor It. I enclose the deci
sion of these capitalist dogs on the previous two
publications that you sent me. (Enclosed docu
ment showed that prison officials denied New Pro
gramme and New Constitution of the RCP. USA
and the pamphlet "If There Is To Be Revolution,
There Must Be A Revolutionary Party" — flW)

The U.S. government will fail, with force we can
do it. Revolution, Socialist Revolution is Ihe right
way, so let us loin forces and be one and destroy
these Imperialists who oppress us. Lei us follow
Comrade Bob Avaklan to victory. Long Uve
Socialism.

in Solidarity "We Stand As One"

P.S,: The Disposition Notice — keep ll as evidence
against these capitalist guards. They let capitalist,
religious and sex books in here, but deny the truth
which Is socialism is the right way.

Soweto
Continued from page 8
goveniment stores. Wherever there was
something of the government in Soweto
we'd bum It, including municipa] build
ings and police stations. A lot of police
stations were burnt during that time. The
police had to protect all of this property
and in protecting that it meant to kill the
students. And most of the police that
were inside Soweto then were black police
but they were compelled to shoot the stu
dents because they were told by the gov
ernment to do what the government
wanted them to do. So they went on
shooting and we went on striking. When
they killed students we went on strike.
Many people went from striking stu

dents to revolutionaries because of the
feeling of oppression. The people in Aza-"
nia are very militant and are very aware
of the situation even though they are not
all politically wise. They had heard of
freedom but they had never experienced
that kind of freedom. They don't know
what freedom is but they know the word.
When you talk about freedom people
want to know more, they become very in
terested

I didn't know a lot about politics and
the outside world at the time, 1 just found
myself doing it, being part and parcel of
the whole thing. Sometimes I didn't
know what I was doing but the people
who plarmed the strikes and everything
knew what they were doing, You just
found yourself involved in the whole
thing.
The police arrested students every

where — along the streets, at the bus
stops. I was arrested during the strike and
spent 12 months being detained. There
were a lot of students in each cell and
there was also a lot of beating, every
minute with jamboks. They called us
"stone throwers" because of what we
used against them and the buses and
trains. But we went on, continued to sing
freedom songs inside the cells. We never
relaxed even though we were not given
food, we would go three days without a
meal. The cells were coiigested, no win

dows — we were packed in there, sweat
ing, hungry and many are dying. Your
comrades are dying in the cell with you.
Most of those who died in my cell, the po
lice would come and assign maybe three
students and say go and bury him, just
dig a hole outside and bury him.
When I got out of jail I became active

again with the SSRC. I was still in school
in 1979 so I was selected to distribute

pamphlets to the different schools. We
held meetings and tried to get the whole
students to be politicized. Not everybody
knew things about politics, the ones who
did would print things up and we would
hold meetings to let all the students know
what was happening, There was not real
ly a lot of school going on at that time.
There was a lot of political confusion and
fluctuation. That led to a lot of students

going out of the country because there
were a lot of arrests from 1976, 1979 and
1980. And every June 16th wewould hold
memorials. The big place for the meeting
was Regina Mundi. People like Bishop
Tutu would chair the meeting and we
would go there to commemorate our fel
low brothers who died during 1976. This
day is marked on the calendar of revolu
tionaries there. It is a day when many of
the students died and a day that has to be
respected. So every June 16th is the day
that is put aside for the people not to
work and although the government tries
to make us go to work most of us don't go
to work and recognize it as commemora
tion day....
When I left the country in 1980 the si

tuation in Soweto was very much the
same — the students were still not too in

terested in going to school because of the
strike and things going on ... and the
government is trying hard to discourage
the whole thing ... the government even
uses black people to destroy the move
ment. Like for instance the system of
making Bantustans. Soweto itself accom
modates different races of blacks, so if
you are from Zuiuland you are supposed
to go to Zuiuland. The government is try
ing hard to create boundaries between
blacks, to separate blacks under small
governments, and encourage fighting
among each other. When blacks are toge

ther in Soweto they don't recognize them
selves as a Zulu or whatever but they re
gard themselves as one nation. You'll
find somebody there talking many lan
guages. We have one language that we
communicate with and that is called Tsol-
si Tal, and that Is known by everybody. It
is a language that is composed of many
languages like Zulu, Tswana, Sulu, Afri
kaans, English and what-not. So alt the
people know this language, everybody
who comes from South Africa knows this
language. They learn it from Soweto. In
Soweto your nextdoor neighbors may be
Zulus on one side and on the other side
another neighbor may be Ndebele or •
Xhosa. So they developed this language
to communicate with each other...

There are also rallies and demonstra
tions held in Soweto but the government
is trying hard to suppress these kinds of
things. There is also revolutionary litera
ture available but if you are caught with it
you go to jail. The people like this kind of
stuff but they must make sure that they
are secure about it. The stuff is really hid
den but it is passed around house-to-
house. But you have to be careful since
there are blacks who arc the enemy, who
work with the system. The works of
Marx. Lenin and Mao are not readily
available — it is there but those who have
it cannot expose it. Sometimes discussion
groups and meetings are held among the
youth but we have to hold the meetings in
the schools or on the streets. Sometimes

we only have an hour for these meetings
and then we are chased away.
The government tries to stop this. It

has tried to create a class to help it. It uses
passbooks that give you a certain time

.limit on wherever you may stay before
you get sent back to the Bantustan or
your country. Education is used by the
government to make you ignore what is
going on in the world. The government
also uses its papers to label the freedom
fighters as terrorists and tries to turn the
people against the freedom fighters. And,
the government promotes among the
youth the idea that social life is the most
important thing, to forget about every
thing else

In the refugee camps we do try to keep
up with what is going on in the country
through various ways like for instance vi
sits from friends and relatives and read
ing various newspapers and journals. We
also hold some meetings in the camps but
the governments are trying to stop this.
And, in some camps the South African
government still has access to you. But in
the camps the Azanian people remain mi
litant and fee! like a revolutionary. You
get impatient though and want to get a
gun and go back and liberate the people.
And there is a lot of training for this that
goes on in these camps, both training to
go back and reading revolutionary litera
ture. In the long run the country will be
liberated] ' n
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Sing Sing
Continued from page I

the eel] block was stormed. While

negotiators "talked," other officials
scrutinized prison files trying to identify
key troublemakers and potentially
"dangerous" leaders including former
Attica inmates. While negotiators "talk
ed," Cuomo made it clear that the bot
tom line was that he would make no

agreement that would "unduly erode
respect for the state's authority." So
while the state ran its line of "we'll talk,
we'll listen," the threat of "we'll crush
you by force" was ever present. In fact
that was the whole point when Governor
Cuomo said he just couldn't get Attica
off of his mind — the tiger had not chang
ed its stripes.

Exactly how the Ceil Block B rebellion
began remains unclear. According to the
bourgeois press, therebellion began when
an inmate dared to disobe>' a prison
guard's order, which rapidly erupt^ into
open rebellion among hundreds of in
mates. Nineteen guards were taken
hostage and the cell block was seized and
held by inmates for 53 hours. Given the
role the media has played in this whole
thing, it is safe to say that the story of the
rebellion remains to be told by the
prisoners themselves.
Immediately a wall of silence was

thrown up around the prison. (And that
wall of silence is now being enforced with
Cell Block B completely sealed off from
the other inmates. All visitors remain bar
red.) It was not until after midnight, Sun
day, January 9th, thai the authorities
would even confirm that the cell block
had been taken over. One of the first

orders of Governor Cuomo was to deny
prisoners access to the media. A con
scious decision from the very beginning
was made to prevent the inmates from
having any voice.
And herein lies a jarring exposure and

searing indictment of this democracy
U.S.-style, incarcerated in this "land of
the free" where hundreds of thousands

of oppressed are crammed into these con
centration camps and routinely subjected
to the most vile and degrading conditions
and tortures: when those caged in a
prison which the guards like to call the
"animal house" dare to stand up and
refuse to be whipped again, in this "best
of ail possible worlds," they have no right
to speak! "Interview them," a reporter
quipped, "that would be like interview
ing Attilla the Hun." And from the
mouths of those who enforce a most

brutal dictatorship come the charges
against those who refuse to live like
animals, that they are "beasts" who must
either be soothed with conniving
psychology or subdued by force.
That the authorities moved so swiftly

to cut off the prisoners from the outside
underscored the state's vulnerability. As
they couJd not immediately put it down,
they first tried to silence it, and when that
did not stop it, they only allowed that in
formation out that the authorities wanted
out. Tills tactic was used in an attempt to
isolate the prisoners, to prevent a spillover
effect inSing Sing, and in other prisons and
to limit support from "the outside." The
entire population of Sing Sing was im
mediately locked in their cells at the out
break of the rebellion. Though the prison
administration chanted repeatedly that
the majority of inmates were not suppor
tive of the uprising, at least two incidents
managed to leak through when one in
mate threw soup at a prison guard and

"... W

anothe

here the broom does not reach, the dust will not vanish of itself."

r set a mattress on fire in protest.
Denying the inmates a platform from

which to speak was a calculated move on
the part of the authorities to put them in a
position to regain control, to attempt to
define the terms of the rebellion and at
tempt to chart its course. This did not
always work. At one point just when the
prison negotiators were about to an
nounce that a deal had been made and the

rebellion would soon be over, a slate
senator got on TV and announced that
amnesty would not be negotiated. Im
mediately all hell broke loose again as the
prisoners refused to call off the rebellion.
The prison administration and the

"objective" press picked and chose what
to report, what to emphasize and what to
ignore. Prison officials agreed to air on
TV a list of demands but this was not
done until late Monday night, and only
after an inmate had gotten on a bullhorn
and read the demands to the press. In
contrast, the contents of communications
between inmates and prison officials and
between inmates and the press outside in
the initial hours of the takeover was only
described as "rhetoric," "mysterious
demands," and so on. Typical was the
response of one reporter who said that he
did not "understand" the prisoners'
statements made over the bullhorn dur

ing the first day of the takeover. It is both
quite likely that the "objective" press did
not "understand" and that they did not
want to "understand." Only one ABC
TV crew was allowed to witness and film

the negotiations and they were ordered
out when prison officials wanted them
out. In addition, apparently some of the
inmates identified one among the TV
crew as being a prison guard. The only
footage to be aired from ABC's filming
was ^at of the release of the prison
guards.

Again, the spectre of Attica was raised,
from another angle, as the prison guards
who had been held hostage emerged
before the TV cameras, ripping off the
prison clothes which indicat^ a little too
much table turning and yelling at prison
officials to stop lying to the prisoners.
This was a reminder that From their own
self-interest pig point of view they had
not forgotten that when the troopers'
bullets flew at Attica killing 43, some of
their own pigs got killed, as the U.S.
government demonstrated that what was
at stake was the authority of the state and
not a few replaceable piggies. These
guards were all immediately declared to

be suffering from the infamous
"Stockholm Syndrome" and sent for
psychiatric counseling.
Whether or not the prisoners made

statements broadly indicting the system
in some way remains to be answered, as
does the question of what conscious
political forces and viewpoints were in
volved. One of the many bedsheets that
hung from the cell block windows read
"BLA/FALN Unit." A photo of this ap
peared in one New York newspaper once,
and no mention was made ofit again. The
demands finally listed by the press focus
ed mainly on conditions in ihe prison and
conditions for ending the takeover: the
transfer of prisoners according to how
long they had been waiting in Cell Block
B; recreation time; receiving mail;
medical attention; the presence of the In
spector General's office as witness when
the CERT team re-entered the prison;
media presence during the hostage release
and amnesty for those who had taken
part in the takeover. In yet another in
credible turn of hypocrisy, the aulhoriiies
and the press attempted to downplay the
reported demands of the prisoners by
comparing them to the anti-imperialist
political consciousness expressed at At
tica, and Governor Cuomo ran around
taikingabout how all this rebelling wasn't
necessary because he would have granted
the prisoners' "requests" as he called
them without a "strike" as he termed the
takeover, if only he had knownl This was
both the height of hypocrisy and a damn-,
ed lie.

Like most prisons Sing Sing is a roach-
infested, crowded, filthy, old, decrepit
hell-hole. Cell Block B is filled with peo
ple who are supposed to be awaiting
transfer to otherprisons. Because of their
transient status. Cell Block B inmates
have no access to job training or school
ing, the lack of which effectively keeps
them in prison when they go before the
parole board, and the waiting time for
transfer is sometimes six to eight months!
The prisoners are kept in virtual lockup
except for meals; visitation rights are
severely restricted; and they get no mail.

Sing Sing is also known for the drug
operations run by prison guards. Five
guards were indicted last year on 20
counts of narcotics, corruption and ac
cepting bribes for favors to inmates,
methods routinely deployed to sow divi
sions among the inmate population. Last
summer this current of sowing dissension
resulted in two prisoners being killed

reportedly by other inmates. And these
are the guards, the "family men," etc.,
who everyone was supposed to weep for
when those who live under the rule of
their nightsticks dare to take them
hostage.
Anyone who has ever been in prison

and many letters and testimony received
by the R iV can well testify to what hap
pens to prisoners who attempt to pursue
protests against even the horrid condi
tions, not to mention Che brutal retalia
tion from guards at the slightest raising of
the head. Now why would anyone rebel in
a situation like that! Apparently the fact
that oppression breeds resistance is as in
comprehensible to Governor Cuomo as
the demand raised at Attica for the

prisoners to be released to a "so-called
non-ipiperiaUsi country," as the "objec
tive" media is fondofsaying. And just in
case somebody missed the point about
just how "Liberal" the likes of Governor
Cuomo are, they have attempted to twist
aU the exposure of the prison system, in
cluding the fact that in the last four years
in this bastion of "freedom and
democracy" the number of prisoners in
New York state prisons alone has increas
ed from 19,000 to 29,000, into a rationale
10 build more prisons!
No sooner were the hostages released

than the government demonstrated just
how well they would fulfill the prisoners'
demands — especially the one about no
reprisals, as CERT troops, gas canisters
in hand, conducted an immediate cell-by-
cell strip search of inmates in Cell Block
B. It does not take much imagination to
figure out with the cell block still sealed
off and no one allowed in apd out but
prison guards just what is going on there.
Reports of having confiscated weapons
from prisoners, and sad tales of the
"mental trauma" suffered by seized'
guards are already setting the stage for
legitimizing brutal retaliation against the
prisoners. Furthermore, a number of
guards have apparently been instantly
cured of their so-called "Stockholm Syn
drome" and have been trotted out on TV

to personally thank "those inmates who
protected their lives," and by implication
to finger others for special retaliation. A
one-month investigation of the uprising is
underway with the government already
floating out prospects of multiple felony
charges. As more details of this rebellion
come to light, we will continue to report
theminthe/JW. □

RUMBLINGS
Continued from page 4
ports became a major feature (and
weapon) of U.S. imperialism (today one-
third of all U.S. agriculture is exported),
land prices skyrocketed, ieadir^ many
farmers to borrow heavily toexpand their
operations or start new farms. Now with
land prices dropping, high interest
payments and low market prices, the
middle-sized farms with the largest debt
burdens are being liquidated. It is this
strata of middle (and some larger)
farmers who formed the base of
organizations like the AAM and actions
like the tractorcades of 1977-79 and who
are mainly in motion now.

Volatile Group

This is a volatile group— ground down
and crushed by the system on the one

hand, stalwart defenders of the
"American free enterprise system" on
the other. Many are ardent supporters of
the reactionary John Birch Society. But
the material basis For the illusion which
barkens back to the "good days" of pre-
imperialist capitalism lies not only in the
fact that these farmers' conditions of life
and relationship to production are those
of petty capitalists, but moreover,
ironically enough, in the very interna
tional position U.S. imperialism has oc
cupied. The boom in farming, for exam-
pie, of 1973-74 was hardly a result of the
"rugged individualism" of the American
farmer who "feeds the world," but of
U.S. global strategy vis a vis its allies as
well as its enemies.

The fanners fell into some funny pro
blems here. After the confrontation in
Colorado, Jerry Wright said, "I'm not
saying I didn't owe money on this con-
traa. But...President Carter put a grain

embargo on to punish the Russians in
Afghanistan and that lowered the prices
of agricultural products SI per bushel and
agricultural people were the only ones
who suffered from that embargo." Later
he said thai if foreclosures are not stop
ped then "...this country will go to em
brace communism just like Poland to
day, and people will be standing in line
looking for food and looking for jobs."

Actually, if you think about it, Poland
might be a pretty good model for the vi
sion of some of these farmers. There, the
government, due to political considera
tions, has gone out of its way exactly to
maintain the small family farm through a
system of state support and subsidies and
to (he detriment of overall capitalist
development, as academics in the West
arc fond of pointing out. In any event,
there are larger forces shaping Interna
tional economic relations than the simple
desire of the farmer to produce and ex

change his commodity, and this is. shown
by the very conflict which is now develop
ing in the rural areas of this country. (It is
also shown by the fact that particular in
terests of the fanners on occasion bring
them into oppo.siiion with overall
necessities of the U.S. rulers — as with
the Carter embargo.)

All this, though, is to say that there is a
contradiction between the farmers and
the im^rialisl system — and the role of
these farmers is of strate&c significance
to the proletariat in making revolution
and transforming society. The New Pro-
grff/nwieof the RCP takes the question up
at length in (he section "The Proletariat,
Upon Seizing Power, Will Immediately
Take Up the Transformation of
Society." (Sec pages 57-64 in particular.)
Readers arc urged to both study this and
popularize it, especially now as rural
struggle against foreclosures and bank-
ruptciesappeartobeontherise. □
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Continued from page 7
should also be pointed out, however, that
Guinea eventually ended up in the arms
of the Soviet imperisdists until 1980, when
it deserted them for the U.S. bloc and in
fact has even re-established very tight re
lations with France today.) For various
reasons the French African common
wealth never came to full fruition, al
though the most important aspects of the
Loi Cadre plan were fully implemented.
From that point on it is an understate
ment to say that the French imperialists
maintained very tight ties with all of their
former colonies. In fact, the political
leadership in the newly independent
states was more often than not made up
of former members of the French parlia
ment and band-picked by the French
themselves. When a military government
came to power in one or another of these
countries, the ruling Juntas were often
composed of officers from the French co
lonial army. .And, in order to ice any
threatening opposition forces within the
various countries, the French put the na
tional police forces and array under their
direct supervision, assigned the French
secret service to the various countries and
"lent" technical assistance from the

French poUce and army counterinsurgen-
cy forces to their neo-colonial puppets.

While the French managed to maintain
light political comroi of their former co
lonies, the boiiom line, as with any and
all imeprialists, was the maintenance of
their "presence" in Africa through their
military strength. This is crucial not only
in terms of maintaining ihcir neo-colonial
empire but also in terms of fending off
any other imperialist challenges and ex
tending their presence even more broadly
throughout Africa. The first 15 years of
the decoionitalion plan were accompa
nied by a rapid expansion of French mili
tary bases and garrisons throughout its
neo-colonial empire, and the pulling to
gether of a number of different regional
military alliances. Cameroon, Gabon,
Congo, Senegal, Madagascar, Cliad and
the Ivory Coast were some of the earliest
sites of large-scale French military garri
sons. At one point the French were forced
to withdraw their troops from Madagas
car, and in response to this they stationed
a large number of their forces on the Co
moros Islands, literally turning the smalt
island nation into a iarge-scale French
military fortress in the Indian Ocean.
In the year.s thai followed the imple

mentation of the "decolonization plan,"
both the political and military aspects of
it were honed into a refined imperialist
tool whose sole purpose was to defend
and extend the French empire in Africa.
Although the original commonwealth
plan never fully developed, the French
were able to pull together a loose confe
deration of African states which eveni-
tually developed into a sort of mini-bloc
represented by the annual Franco-Afri
can summit. This organization was first
pulled together at the time of the first
summit, which took place in 1973 and
had only six countries outside of France
represented. By 1981, however, the sum
mit was regularly attended by at least
two-thirds of all the independent African
countries. Militarily, these years saw a
steady increase in the French military pre
sence throughout all of Africa. And, al
though the French have managed to
avoid the type of exposure of their crimes
that has b«n directed against other im
perialist powers, nonetheless the French
have never hesitated to use all of the old
tried-and-tesied imperialist methods in
preserving their empire. Political assassi
nations, coups and direct military inler-
venlion have all been frequently
employed weapons in the French arsenal.
Through the '60s and into the early '70s
much of this was directed at crushing in
ternal opposition forces within the va
rious French neo-colonies. such as the sa

vage repression of the Cameroon People's
Union (UPC) and the political assassina
tion of various UPC leaders, as well as the
murder of Moroccan opposition leader
Ben Barka. In Chad the French not only
waged war againsi the opposition forces in
Frolinat, but they also kept many of the
rebeIliou.s provinces under direct French .
military occupation long after Chad was
granted nominal indej^dence. By the
mid 1970s, however, with the emergence

of the Soviet Union as an imperialist
power both driven to and capable of chal
lenging the U.S. imperialist bloc around
the world, and with the considerable gains
made by the Soviets in Africa, the French
were forced to direct more of their efforts
toward countering the Soviets, both as an
integral part of protecting their own in
terests from a Soviet challenge and as an
important m«nber of the U.S. bloc.
Along these lines, mercenaries sponsored
by the French government and its seaet
scrvia invaded Benin in January 1977 in
an attempt to overthrow the pro-Soviet
government. When this invasion attempt
was aborted and it was revealed that the
French were behind it, ilie French im
perialists simply brushed it asideas "a sim
ple incident." French troops also invaded
Zaire in 1977 and again in 1978 in order to
battle Soviet-sponsored mercenaries who
had invaded the copper-rich Shaba pro
vince of Zaire. In the Central African
Republic (CAR) the long-time French
puppet, Emperor Bokassa, was quickly
axed in 1979 when he began flirting with
the Libyans and through them, the So
viets. Since then the French have been
more than conspicuous in their direct con
trol of the CAR, with Froich officials oc
cupying all of the key positions in the gov
ernment while the French have run
through a whole scries of new puppets in
their search for a replacement for Bokas
sa. In Chad, the French, after withdraw
ing their own troops, have sponsored the
military occupation of the country by
OAU troops and have been directly be
hind the various attempts to set up a new
pro-West government in Chad as a coun-
terniove against the Soviet and Libyan at
tempts to wrench Chad into their bloc.

"Socialist" Calling Card

This was generally the situation in 1981
when Mitterand and the Socialist Party
took over the reins of the French govern
ment. Mitterand's election was hailed
around the world as a harbinger of great
change in French imperial activity, espe
cially in terms of its relationship with Afri
ca. Mitterand & Co. themselves went over
board to promote this myth. One day after
the election. Mitterand's new foreign mi
nister, Oaude Cheysson, made a point of
appearing at the uSlESCO African Libe
ration Day rally in Paris in order to re
affirm France's commitment to Africa.

The Mitterand slogan, "To help the third
world is to help France," became one of
the major calling cards of the French im
perialists in Africa. Countless internation
al conferences have become forums for
French "criticisnis" of the unfair practices
of France's imperialist counterparts
around the world. But, although the
French "socialists" have exerted a good
deal of energy in talking an interesting
line, if the truth be cold, little if any change
has occurred in terras of the French rela

tionship with Africa. In fact if anything
the French imperi^ists have only intensi
fied their imperialist subjugation oftheco-
lom'es under the Mitterand r^me.

All of the same old colonial and barely
neo-colonial setup has been maintained
and tightened up. More French troops
than at any time since the end of their colo
nial war in Algeria are currently stationed
in Africa. French politicians still shadow
literally every important government offi
cial in the necHTolonial government. In the
Ivory Coast and Gabon there are currently
more French personnel there than there
were under the old system of direa colo
nial rule. And this is true on every level
throughout the entire French empire — in
terms of education alone, there are at least
27,000 French teachers stationed in Afri
ca. And although Mitterand made criti
cism of the former French government's
relations with all of the tin-hom, petty dic
tators in Africa, most especially Mobutu,
a key plank in his eleaioneering, Mitte
rand himself has taken great care to conti
nue to cultivate these relations, including
developing an even tighter relationship
with Mobutu.

Economically the French are shameless
when it comes to the thorough exploita
tion of their African colonie.s. Although
Mitterand's government consistently criti
cizes the U.S. imperialists and others for
their impcriali.st exploitation of Africa, in
actual fact the French themselves are far
from amateurs in this game. Under Mitte
rand, French economic exploitation of its
neo-colonies has continued with a ven
geance. For all of tlie French talk of aiding
African countries and their criticism of
their fellow imperialists along the.sc lines,
it is interesting to note what the actual
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situation is. Most French aid today is in
the form of "tied loans," that is, aid
granted on the condition that all of it will
be used to purchase products and services
from French companies. In additipn, the
general situation concerning the character
of this aid is pointed to in the fact that in
L980 profits and salaries repatriated from
the Ivory Coast were far greater than the
total amount of aid given that country
during the same years.

Beyond the aid issue, France also has
mammoth investments in every aspect of
the economy of their neo-colonies — in
cluding hotels and transport systems and
with a special emphasis on raw materials
and oil. Typical of these deals is the ope
ration of the French oil company Elf, in
Gabon. Under the worked-out agreement
Gabon gets less for its oil then any other
oil-producing country in the world; in
fact the average price obtained by OPEC
countries for their oil is twice as much as
what Gabon gets from the French. And
interestingly enough, Africa is the only
area of the world where the French con
sistently maintain a positive balance of
trade. While it is obvious that the French
are gaining quite a bit out of their econo
mic activity In Africa, just the opposite is
true for the neo-colonies themselves as is
attested to by the fact that all of the
French-dominated countries are among
the poorest of all of the neo-colonial and
colonial countries in the world.
One of the main forms of the French

imperialists' exploitation of their African
empire is inde^ a classic — the French
Franc Zone. Twelve African countries

belong to this Franc Zone — Benin, Ivory
Coast, Upper Volta, Niger, Senegal,
Togo, Mali, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Congo, Chad and Gabon. All
of these countries maintain the CPA-
franc as their currency which is backed tip
by the French franc, supposedly in order
to guarantee its stability (although in the
context of the current crisis rocking the
entire imperialist world this currency has
in fact been anything but stable). Osten
sibly, this setup is to provide for the es
tablishment of a common foreign ex
change reserve, common regulation of
exchange rates and free transferability of
capita] within the zone. In theory, the
member states are supposed to be able to
call on unlimited credit with the French
treasury, However, as always, the reality
of the situation is quite different than the
imperialists' theory and the French keep a
very tight control over the monetary
practices of their neo-colonies. In fact
this is .so much the case that if a member
state's foreign exchange reserves drop be
low a certain specified amount, the
French force them to go to the Interna
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) for a loan in
order to bring it up to the desired level.
The benefits to France from this arrange

ment are amazing. Not'only does it pro
vide a direct system of control over the
monetary policy in the countries belong
ing to the zone, but it also means that
France is able to pay for imports from
these countries in'CFA francs by simply
crediting a common operational account
which is kept in a central bank in Paris.
At the same time, this account is also
debited whenever the member states pay
for imports from France. When a mem
ber state receives payment for exports toa
non-member state this payment is con
verted to francs and is also deposited in
the common operational account. One
additional and obvious benefit to France
from this setup is the tremendous boost
on paper of French monetary reserves.

Expand or Die

In addition to their own empire, the
French imperialists have also begun to
push out in a big way into other parts of
Africa. There is some very sharp compe
tition between the French and the U.S.
and British imperialists throughout Afri
ca. And the French have made many re
cent inroads. One example is the current
influenceof the French in Nigeria, a long
time British and U.S. stronghold. Today,
Nigeria has become a key country for
French investment with more than 1(X)
French firms operating in literally every
area of the economy. Also, French banks
have become the major financial, institu
tions in Nigeria. The United Bank of Af
rica, a subsidiary of the Banque Natio-
nale deParis, is now the principal bank in
Nigeria and is followed in importance by
the Banque Internationale pour I'Afrique
Occidentale and the Societi Oenerale. In
addition to competition with the U.S.
and Britain, the French have also made
considerable inroads among the various
Soviet-bloc countries, in particular the
Congo, Mozambique and Angola.
Above and beyond all of this, however,

probably the most important aspect of
Africa to France is the fact that Africa is

the major supplier of strategic raw mate
rials to the French imperialists. Accord
ing to figures compii^ in 1977, France
relied on Africa for S'l'b of its total im

ports and 42% of its strategic imports.
Africa provided 100% of France's ura
nium, 63% of its cobalt, 90% of its man
ganese, 85% of its phos{Jhates and 40%
of its copper. In relation to the French
dependence on Africa for its uranium,
there are some especially interesting facts
that should be brought out. Although the
French maintain almost total control
over the uranium in Niger, Gabon, and
the Central African Republic, their needs
dictate thai they find still other sources.
What this boils down to is that despite the
fact that Mitterand vociferously "sup
ports" Namibian independence and

Continued on page 14
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"condemns" South Africa and apart
heid, nonetheless, business is business
and consequently France has had major
dealings with South Africa in order to ob
tain uranium. France not only owns a
share of the Rossing Pits, the largest ura
nium mines in the world which are locat
ed in Namibia, but also purchases quite a
bit of uranium direaly f^rom South Afri
ca itself. In addition to this, there is at
least one French company currently pros
pecting for new uranium reserves inside
South Africa. On top of all this, France
not only buys uranium from South Afri
ca but in fact is one of the major suppliers
of enriched uranium to the South Afri
cans. Framatone, a French engineering
consortium, has built a S2.3 billion
nuclear power plant for the South Afri
cans at Koeburg. In addition to building
the power plant the French have also sup
plied numerous technicians to assist in
training the South Africans in running
the plant. The Koeburg plant is capable
of producing some very large nuclear
weapons and once Mitterand came into
office in France not only did he not stop
the deiivery of the reactors, but he ended
up upholding the supply of the fuel rods
for them. In addition to France's nuclear
connection with South Africa, it is also
revealing to note that despite their talk of
an embargo against the apartheid regime,
France ranks as South Africa's 5th largest
trading partner and, as of April of 1982,
there had already bMO a 50% increase in
France's exports to South Africa in just
one year. In order to facilitate all this
trade, French technology was utilized to
construct a new and modern South Afri
can port at Richards Bay. One final point
along these lines that should be made is
that although the French made quite a bit
of noise about having embargoed arms
sales to South Africa, it is also true that
for many years the French were one of
South Africa's main arms suppliers and
tocay the South Africans continue to
IHtiduce French weaponry under French
licenses that they purchased before the
embargo took place.

While the French undoubtedly have
quite a bit at stake in Africa and just as
undoubtedly are driven to protect and ex
tend their empire, still there is actually
much more involved in their current ma-
neuverings in Africa than just the mainte
nance of their empire. Like every other
imperialist power in the world, France
too is locked in the teeth of a deep and
severe worldwide crisis. Having reached
the ilmitaiions of the imperialist world,
and driven to expand or die, the French
and all imperialist powers are confronted
with the fact that there is absolutely no
way to resolve their crisis short of all-out
world war to redivide the globe. As was
pointed out earlier, in the Jong run, and
not all that long of a run either, the
French imperialists will only be able to

pursue their own imperialist interests,
and for that matter even defend what
they already have, as a pan of the U.S.
war bloc and even then only on the basis
of the victory of this bloc in world war. In
fact, Mitterand's main role in Africa to
day is to tighten up the French section of
the U.S. bloc in Africa.
This is not to say that the French impe

rialists have somehow lost their imperial
ist ambitions or that they don't actually
ever come into conflict with the U.S. im

perialists as they pursue these interests. In
fact, the French have often come into
conflia with the U.S. in Africa — parti
cularly in relation to the question of how
to deal with the Soviet-bloc countries.
This has been especially sharp around
Angola and Namibia. In fact, French re
lations with Angola have been so tight
that the MPLA has even taken to refer
ring to France as Angola's ambassador
among the Westem-bloc countries and
the French have even gone so far as to
propose that French troops replace the
Cuban troops in Angola as thesolution to
the "Cuban troop" issue. On the one
hand this is an indication of the French

imperialists feverishly pursuing their own
interests, but it is also very important to
Slate that even in incidents like this the

contradictions between France and the
U.S. are within the context of France be
ing an important part of the U.S. bloc.
And, it should be pointed out that whUe
many of these conflicts and contradic
tions are aimed in part at increasing
France's leverage within the U.S. bloc,
they are also often related to the overall
U.S.-bloc attempts to woo certain key
Soviet-bloc countries in Africa away
from the Soviets. Can anyone seriously
think that the prospect of French troops
replacing the Soviet-backed Cuban
troops in Angola would somehow be
against the interests of the U.S. im
perialists even though it would con
siderably bolster the French position in
Africa? One very clear indication of what
the overall stand of the French im
perialists and Che Mitterand government
is in relation to these types of contradic
tions and conflicts within the U.S. bloc
can be found in the very first statement of
the Socialist Party on Mrica immediately
foUowing Mitterand's election. Entitled
"The African Project," this statement
says that a major aim of the Mitterand
government is to tighten up relations with
the so-caUed "front-line states" and goes
on to criticize the "cowardliness of the
Western powers" in the face ofthe Soviet
advances in Africa. According to this
report the Soviets have profited by this
"cowardliness" and the mistakes of the
Western bloc insofar as they were able to
use them in order to legitimize their in
creasingly active role in Africa.

Clearly the French imperialists see
themselves as playing a major role in the
U.S. bloc war strategy as it pertains to
Africa. And, given the magnitude of the
French "presence and influence" in Afri
ca, they undoubtedly do have a central
role to play in the U.S. bloc. Toward this
end the French imperialists and their
"socialist" government have not only

maintained their mammoth military
setup in Africa but have gone to great
lengths to tighten it up in preparation for
the eventual showdown. The entire
French presence in Africa is backed up by
a whole network of French military
bases, at least 10,000 French uoops (sec
ond only to Soviet-backed Cuban troops
in terms of numbers), a massive surveil
lance network and a whole worked-out
system for rapid intervention in literally
any part of the continent. While the
French military does play a role in prop
ping up the various French neo-colonial
governments, it also has a much larger
role as is indicated by the recent French
statement that their military forces are
mainly present in Africa not so much to
protect this or that particular regime but
more to protea the continent from exter
nal threats. At least 18 different African
countries have French military advisors
serving in their army and the French im
perialists have at least 6 definite military
agreements with other African countries.
French bases and troops are positioned in
all of the key strategc areas of north, east
and west Africa with the largest number
— 4000 from the French Foreign Legion
— stationed in the strategically very im
portant port of Djibouti, a new modem
port in the east coast of Africa and sand
wiched in between Ethiopia and Somalia.
The French fleet also maintains a strong
controUing presence in the Indian Ocean
with nuclear-equipped bases in the
French possessions of Reunion and May-
otte. One interesting point around all thds
is the fact that as soon as Mitterand came

to power in France he immediately an
nounced that he was reviewing all of the
French military commitments in Africa.
Of course in doing so Mitterand consult
ed with none other than Jacques Foccart,
the originai architect of ali the French
military agreements. Needless to say,
Mitterand quickly announced that ^1
previous military agreements would be
honored.

In addition to their direct military
strength the French are also playing a key
role in a couple of other areas. One is in
terms of being a major arms supplier to
the_yarious U.S.-bloc regimes. France
ranks third only behind the Soviet Union
and the U.S. in terms of arms sales to Af
rican countries. Secondly, the French
have also been very heavily involved in
the revamping of the entire telecommuni
cations network in a very large part of
Africa. So far they have redesigned the
telecommunications systeih in Egypt,
provided Madagascar with the most
modern microwave telecommunications
system in all of Africa, built a powerful
radio transmitting station in Gabon and
have completely overhauled the Sudanese
telecommunications system.
And beyond their military activities the

French have also played a very active and
physical part in the intense political con
tention between U.S. and Soviet blocs in
Africa. One example of this is the fact
that a very large number of the states that
boycotted the August OAU meeting were
those under French control. The Franco-
African summit held in early October

serves as yet another example. On Octo
ber 8th the grandest ballroom in all Zaire,'
the "People's Palace," was decked out in
fitting splendor for the occasion of the
Ninth Annual Franco-African Summit
(renamed'under Mitterand to the more
euphemistic Summit of France and Afri
can States). Billed as an "informal ga
thering," this conference was attended by
37 African states, 19 of whom were full
members of the summit and 18 others
who attended as observers. Interestingly
enough, this summit was attended by vir
tually every African state which had boy
cotted the aborted Organization of Afri
can Unity (OAU) meeting back in Au
gust. In addition to the former French co
lonial possessions (with the exception of
Algeria), the conference was also attend
ed by various U.S.-bloc countries like
Egypt, Sudan and Somalia as well as a
couple of Soviet-bloc countries. While
the success of this summit was undoubt
edly related to the pulling together of the
U.S. bloc in "Africa and its contention,
with the Soviet-led bloc, it was also in no
small part an attempt by the French im
perialists to demonstrate for one and ail
the dimensions of their French muscle.

Although this summit had no set agenda
and ostensibly served only to gauge the
overall relations between France and Af

rica, needless to say, there was quite a bit
of significance attached to the fact that
France, and indirectly the U.S., were able
to puU together two-thirds of the OAU
members, including from Soviet-bloc
countries, for this informal gatheringjust
a little more than a month after the OAU
had failed to do the same. And in the

wake of this Franco-African summit, the
OAU announced that it would probably
be able to hold its meeting some time in
late November sinde a quorum of its
membership had finally agreed to attend
on the basis of the Soviet-influenced Poli-

sario being removed from OAU member
ship first. (This, as RIP readers will
recall, proved insufficient grounds for an
OAU meeting to be held, for as soon as
the issue of Polisario was dealt with, a
myriad of other such issues for division in
the OAU reared their heads. Nonetheless,
it was significant that the Polisario deci
sion was reached shortly after the
Franco-African "summit, and while the
summit was not officially credited with
this maneuver, it is commonly acknow
ledged that the OAU was one of the main
"informal" topics discussed there.)
The French imperialists attribute their

"succ«s" in Africa, particularly under
Mitterand, but going ̂ 1 the way back to
DeOaulle, to the "higher moral stan
dards" guiding their activities. More to
the point, however, Che essence of the issue
was cynically pinpointed in an issue of the
British imperialist magazine, TheEcono
mist. In an article reporting on the Fran
co-African summit and entitled "Neo-
Coloniaiist and Proud of It," The Eco
nomist slaied, "ThestrengthofFrancein
Africa ... comes frorn the fact that the
French have never been frightened of the
word'neo-colonial'." □

Guatemala
Continued from page 1

mem and broad worldwide hatred of the
naked face of U.S. imperialism there. Yet
support for taking the step had definiteiy
galvanized within ruling circles. There
was only token opposition within Con
gress. The Washington Post hailed the
success of Rios Monti's program and
called for a "moderate aid tie with a view
to influencing the next stags." Newsweek
extolled RIos Montt's "reformist zeal,"
the "swift action" he took to "curb the
Army's violence" and begin "winning
the hearts and minds of Guatemala's
poor." "Rios Montt's new course," one
U.S. official in Central America summed
up, "is what the United States has spent
two years and several million dollars try
ing to get the Salvadorans to try."

Clearly there is something new going
on in Central America — at last, in
Guatemala, there are genuine, substan
tial steps being taken in implementing the
U.S. human rights program; at last, the
world can clearly see what that program
is ail about. And what are those steps the
Rios Montt government has taken? For
one, it apparently has sucxeeded to some
extent in curtailing the random death
squad killings where black Broncos with

darkened windows pulled up in the mid
dle of the night and unknown goons kid
napped and executed opponents of the
regime. Now instead there is Rios
Montt's "Beansand Bullets" program in
which whole army battalions move In in
broad daylight and seize entire villages,
torturing and executing dozens and
dozens, even hundreds at a single stroke.
Villages are razed, the crops burned, the
survivors forced to relocate to "model
villages," known as "strategic hamlets"
when they were part of the CIA counter-
insurgency program in Vietnam. The
men are given the choice of joining one of
the government-sponsored "Civil
Defense Units" or else declaring
themselves guerrillas and being executed
on the spot. Those joining are offered", in
the words of one refugee, "the land,
harvests, belongings and women of the
peasants the army has massacred." Rios
Montt has also launched a nationwide
"Campaign for Morality," symbolized
by a blue hand with three digits extended,
each standing for one of the three oaths
government officials must lake: "I shall
not lie, I shall not steal, 1 shall not
abuse." Millions of blue hands arc to ap
pear this year on billboards, bumper
stickers, postage stamps — and also, no
doubt, on many of the hundreds of corp
ses which the army will leave on its wake.
The Washington Office on Latin

America, a church-sponsored watchdog-
type organization, issued a report staling
that the actions carried out by the present
regime "are greater in number, more
brutal and indiscriminate than those car
ried out during the violent and repressive
regime of Lucas Garcia". In sum, what
Rios Monti has succeeded in doing is
organizing and systematizing the brutal
suppression of the masses practiced in a
more scattered fashion by the death
squads before him. This is no doubt what
the State Dept. spokesman meant when
he observed, "These are the steps which
we feel should be encouraged and
recognized."

Could there be anything more fi tting
than that this entire campaign of bloody
butchery is being led and carried out by
"good bible-thumping Christian men
and women" inspired and guided by their
shepherds — fundamentalist as well as
secular — in imperialist America? Cer
tainly a vivid demonstration of im
perialist morality. Rios Montt has been
an exceptional pupil and as he declares
with pride has had much spiritual help
not only from the U.S. government but
also its religious obscurantist deacons.
The California-based Church of the
Word, of which Rios Monti is a leading
member, keeps several of its top elders
full-time in Guatemala to "advise" Rios
Momi. One observer captured the

following piece of Moral Majority-style
Americana deep in the embattled moun
tains of Quich6 province, in the small
village of Cunen:

"On a soccer field fenced by lowering
corn stalks, several hundred villagers ga
thered among soldiers in camouflage fa
tigues carrying Israeli-made automatic ri
fles On a grassy dais, 19-year-old
'Miss Cunen,' a white sash across her
azure satin dress, sat with preachers,
community leaders, and army officers. A
local television station recorded the
event. 'He who resists the authorities is
resisting the will of God,' Francisco
Bach, a preacher in the Church of God
(the Guatemalan offshoot of the Church
of the Word) intoned into a hand-held
microphone 'With the help of the
people and with the help of God we will
soon climinac the guerrilla.' Second Lt.
Luis Alberto CaravaJ told the crowd. He
was followed by an army captain."

This raw mwsage of enslavement and
blind obedience to God — and in the
mouths of these butchers what else is
"God" but the great white conquistadors
who squat in Washington, D.C. — is the
ideological adjunct of the "Beans and
Bullets" program and a grotesque
justification for all manner of bloody
crimes. Rios Montt has ably exemplified
the kind of outlook demanded of his men

Continued on page IS
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Correspondence on Fund Drive
To the flW

As an expatriot from another Im
perialist country, I came to the U.S. with
Utopian socialist dreams swishing
around in my head, and it was a revela
tion to discover that there was a real
path to revolution and a party with a
commitment to carry it into practice.
The flW played no small part in this ex
perience. Through its weekly exposure
of political events, it not only reinforced
my political ideals Out gave those Ideas
substance. The RCP, especially through
Its newspaper, provided the battle plan.
And where previously there had been
misty notions of utopla I began slowly
to shape in my mind a concrete vision
of the society of tomorrow.

1 think I learnt something fundamen
tal from those first encounters with the
RCP and its newspaper, and that is that
theory alone is a blunt instrument. This
parasitic ieech—which is capital
ism—will not simply lay down and die.
It has to be engaged in head on struggle
and that requires the translation of
abstract theory into sustained and con
certed action.

For those of us who hold down full-
time jobs, one concrete way to express
support of the RCP's line is to support
its fund raising activities. Recently, a
group of us did just that by working an
extra day and contributing the monies
directly to the parly tor its newspaper.
We collected $400. Such red wages
days are simple but effective weapons
In the fight against this decaying
system. I would urge all party members
and those sympathetic to the cause to
take similar action and help strike a
blow against fmperialfst crimes
everywhere.

One of A Group of Office Workers

I Just learned of the death of our com
rade, John Kaiser. Although 1 only knew
him slightly, I feel a deep sense of loss
for a comrade who, as a youth in the
ebb of the 70s, cast off his privileged
class position and took up the science
of Mantism, contributing the rest of his
life to the liberation of humanity. In
solidarity with the Iranian people, John
torched that putrid, yellow ribbon with a
bright red flame and never walvered In
his stand despite numerous attacks and
almost certain imprisonment.
Saddened by the loss of a life cut so

short, I pondered the preciousness of
our comrades and more, this party and
its line which Is welding us and thou
sands — and thousands more in the fu
ture—Into a force which will storm the
heavens. So, it Is with great pride that
I'm enclosing an additional S100 con
tribution to the party fund drive. In
John's memory.

LONG LIVE THE RCP!
A comrade

I read in the Revolutionary Worker
about the sudden death of my comrade
and friend, John Kaiser. When death
happens it jolts you into some real
serious thinking, trying to make some
sense out of such sadness.
JK and I both joined the fledgling

Revolutionary Student Brigade (fore
runner to the Revolutionary Communist
Youth Brigade) In Eugene, coming from
opposite ends of the country but both
searching for something to be Involved
In. He was in the beginning so shy and
quiet that If you didn't know him then,
you could never Imagine how anyone so
notoriously revolutionary could fiave

ever been so painfully shy, But growing
up around the party you couldn't help
but be Imbued with such bold interna
tionalism and a burning desire to take It
out to the masses of people. That's why
when I read how JK was part of the
Yellow Ribbon burning at the University
of Oregon, damn, I had to chuckle and
say right on. How many of us were
ready to puke with all of that national
chauvinism aia Tony Orlando and his
yellow ribbons. It had to be done!
He definitely touched a lot of people

— and his actions over the years cer
tainly caused a hell of a lot of controver
sy to say the least. While JK was alive,
the bourgeoisie did the best they could to
slander him, the RCYB and RCP and to
help set him.up for the arson charges.
And I hear that his death was front page
news in Eugene. His revolutionary ac
tion has been, is and will continue to be
a pain In the butt for the bourgeoisie.
Many people today are questioning the
meaning of their own lives and why JK
rejected the "good life" to put himself

on the line to do what he did for the in
ternational proletariat.

In Jewish tradition, the way I was
brought up, a tree is planted In honor of
someone who dies. There's a genuine
expression that people make to the
family of the dead — by planting a tree,
life comes from death. But the fucking
trees are planted in Israel on land stolen
from a dispossessed people, the
Palestinians, whose blood fertilizes
those trees! Trees are planted there In
honor of my mother and father and it
makes me sick! But you can make a
statement that's positive, in the interest
of the International proletariat. That's
why I'm contributing $200 in memory of
JK to the parly's major fund drive. To
the rest of our friends and comrades, to
those who knew him and to those who
knew of him, contribute to the RCP fund
drive in his memory and towards the
future to which he dedicated his life.

A proletarian internationalist
Seattle

Memorial For Comrade John Kaiser

A memoriai for Comrade John Kaiser will be held In *
Eugene, Oregon, January 18 at 8:00 p.m. at the University of
Oregon Erb Memorial Union, the site of the yellow ribbon
burning. Telegrams can be sent c/o RCYB, Oakway Mall,
Western Union Station, Eugene, Oregon.

Guatemala
Continued from page 14

when, in the midst of strategy sessions, he
repeatedly surprises them by suddenly
prostrating himself and praying for help
from God. It is the proper position for all
servants of "God." All of this has un
doubtedly been pulling at the heart
strings of the champions of human rights
in the U.S. government and touched
them deeply. Such a truly Christian
regime is deserving of directly receiving
more helicopter gunships for its good
works!

It is well known that despite the U.S.
ban on military aid to Guatemala that
was in effect before the State Dept.'s
January ruling, the U.S. had nonetheless
provided such aid in a number of ways.
U.S. allies such as Israel and Argentina
took up much of the slack, but even U.S.
corporations themselves managed to
avoid the embargo by utilizing several
conveniently arranged loopholes, such as
ones allowing companies to go ahead and
fill "already existing orders." Five years
later, many "already existing orders"
somehow still haven't been fully filled
yet.
The U.S. is quite proud of the role the

fundamentalist movement has played in
sustaining Rios Montt in his bloody ac
tivity. National TV several months back
featured photos of Jerry Falwell and Pat
Robertson, head of the Christian Broad
casting Network's "700 Club," meeting
with advisers of Reagan and Rios Montt.
Also featured was a scene of Robertson
leading a prayer for Rios Montt in front
of a map of Central America. An oppor-
lunity has arisen for these types to put the
full Moral Majority-type program into ac
tion, and, thoroughly intoxicated with
"God's" power and the desire to seek its
vengeance, they have zealously seized the
chance. And what a picture the result
paints of this vengeance uiileashcd, where
soldiers imbued with right-to-life ethics
bash in the heads of babies, impale preg
nant women on their bayonets, and
decapitate and mutilate unarmed men. As
the hrad of one of Guatemala's largest
dvil patrol units observed, "Evangelicals
are great for civil patrol work."

Recently new facts have come to light

about the March coup which further
reveal that it was a coordinated maneuver
of the imperialists, with the fundamen
talists an integral pan of it. The official
version of what happened was; according
to Rios Montt and the Church of the

Word, that he had retired toasccluded ho
ly life in the Church and knew nothing of
the coup at all until he was called by the
junior officers who carried it out and ask
ed him to lead a new government. After
prayaog with eiders of the Church, he
agreed. But according to a recent leak by a
highly placed source in the Guatemalan
government, Rios Montt not only knew
about the coup in advance but even at
tended a meeting ten days beforehand
where, along with the junior officers and
unnamed leaders of the National Libera
tion Movement (NLM), he helped plan the
logistics of the coup. It is evident then that
not only did the Church of the Word ap
prove his rise to power as head of a
military junta, not only did they drive him
to the presidential palace in a church van,
but it now appears that they methodically
covered for Rios Monit's fabricated ver
sion of events — no doubt to cover their

own involvement in the coup as well.
The presence of the NLM at the plan

ning meeting is also significant. From the
first the coup was justified by the U.S. on
the grounds that Rios Montt provided a
"moderate alternative" to the "extreme

right" — of which the NLM, which de
scribes itself as "the party of organized
violence," is a leading representative. But
the NLM has been used by the U.S. for
years to maintain order in Guatemala — it
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has the largest death squads and its leaders
like Sandova! are close confidants of the

admimstration's inner circle. That the
NLM was present at the planning meeting
for the coup is another indication that the
whole affair was carefully orchestrated,
with the "party of organized violence"
and the reverends of theChurch each play
ing their part, and with none other than
Uncle Sam himself conducting.
Once he was in power, Rios Montt re

ceived much-needed support for his
undertaking from the fundamentalist
movement. Pat Robertson personally
kicked things off with an exclusive on-the-
spot first interview with Rios Montt. The
U.S. evangelical leadership has even estab
lished "prayer chains" for "Brother Rios
Montt." But "God's work" has meant

assistance of a more material nature. The
material support from the fundamental
ists — along with the Israelis and covert
U.S. government support — has not been
insignificant. The Church of the Word
has, for instance, pledged itself to raise S20
million and send "two or three hundred

missionaries" as part of "International
Love Lift" in order to "win Guatemala
for God." Rios Montt boasted that Ro
bertson's CBN had pledged even more.
Robertson affirmed that indeed, CBN had
sent down a half million dollars a while
back, and "we hope that we would be able
to give a comparable assistance at the pre
sent lime," CBN and Church of the Word
also both plan to send teams of medical
and agricultural exfxtrts — who will un
doubtedly be deployed on the "strategic
hamlet" pacification program. More
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long-range plans include a Spanish version
of Robertson's "700 Club," to be added
to CBN's already existing English broad
casts throughout Cenual America.
AH this has of course been generally

coordinated with the U.S. government. It
would seem obvious that the Central Intel

ligence Agency works through or even
oversees the international operations of
religious operations of this type, and when
asked about this, the CIA has adamantly
refused to discuss the subject at all and has
resisted all attempts to uncover its dealings
in this area. In any case, this particular
form of counter-insurgency conduit has
been a very useful addition to the more
standard imperialist workings.

These activities by the fundamentalist
soldiers of God's army are a fitting part of
the implementation of the "human rights
program" in Guatemala and quite nicely
round oiil a graphic picture of imperialist
domination of the classic style, complete
with reactionary religious pointmen dish
ing out bibles and bullets. Rios Montt has
followed orders to the max from U.S. ad
visers of all types. Who now could ques
tion the credentials of his regime and its
worthiness for full-scale official human
rights certification? If anyone is entitled to
direct shipments of military hardware
from the U.S., it is Christian Brother Rios
Montt. Certainly he can be relied on to use
these tools well in stepping up his crusade
against the people of (Guatemala and un
leashing the "power of God" in any man
ner his masters see fit. □

On ttie auetllon ol So-Called "Natlonol Nllilllim"

YOU CANT BEAT
THE ENEMY

WHILE RAISING
HIS FLAG
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MAJOR PARH

FUND DRIVE!

As we stated in the announcement of this fund drive, many
deeds cry out to be done to hasten the process of revolution
worldwide. The possibilities rapidly taking shape, including
the potential to go for it here, demand that the strongest
core of class-conscious proletarians and others devoted to
the cause of proletarian internationalism be forged. As part
of this preparation, the RCP Is proud to announce the
completion of a new book, Introduction to The Science of
Revolution. Publication of this book will be made possible
through efforts of all who take up this fund drive, by
contributing yourselves, participating In and initiating
special fundraising activities, and encouraging your friends
and families to contribute.

'i: . ,

For the first time ever, the fundamental
principles developed by Marx, Engels. Lenin,
Stalin and f^ao have been brought together
and laid out in a comprehensive and clear
way. Chapters on philosophy, political
economy, imperialism, the state and the
party concentrate the basics of Marxist
thought, its historical development — and Its
immediate relevancy to the challenges of the
present For both experienced revolutionary
activists and those studying Marxism for the
first time. Introduction To The Science of
Revolution provides a bridge and a guide
to in-depth study of the body of Marxist
theory.

Introduction To

THE SCIENCE
OF
REVOLUTION ' '/

Confribuf/ons including anonymous
donations, can be sent to RCP

Publications, P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise

Mart. Chicago, IL 60654. Please earmark
your contribution "For Introduction To
Science of Revolution" if you wish the
money to be spent solely on this book.


