
[Articles from Vanguard, April 1983]

NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT
A PRO - SOVIET TILT

Indira   Gandhi, posing as   the queen   of    non-alignment, has in fact, taken over the chairmanship of the movement by default. The seventh non-aligned summit, which was scheduled to have been held in Iraq was ultimately shifted to India, due, on the one hand, to the Iran-Iraq war, and on the other, because of the refusal of other countries to host the summit due to the cost entailed in holding it. Indira Gandhi, of course agreed,, unconcerned of the crores spent on this extravaganza amidst a starving populace .... for, by merely hosting the summit, she acquires the dubious status of chairperson of the movement. She now poses as not just a national leader, but an international one and the entire press and spineless opposition (particularly CPI CPM and BJP) are singing songs of glory to her highness.
THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS:
Indira Gandhi’s inaugural address was a masterpiece in verbosity, hypocrisy and impotency. Verbosity, as there is much sound and fury in her speech, signifying nothing; hypocrisy as there is much slogan - mongering when her practice is just {i.e. opposite; and impotency, as finally there is no call or directive to concrete action, but abstract statements like “only with co-existence can there be any existence”, “we ask not for charity or philanthropy but sound economic sense”, “non-alignment may shield us from war, but science is important for us to eradicate poverty”, “non-alignment is not vague, not negative, not neutral’ etc.,
Indira Gandhi, talks of non - interference and on-intervention, yet does not oppose Russian occupation of Afghanistan, or Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea. She says “anti imperialism still conditions our outlook” when, today, she has completely ope​ned out our country for loot by U.S. imperialism and Soviet Social imperialism. She says, “we speak out against inju​stice” while at the same time butchering thousands of Assa​mese and eradicating revolutio​naries in “encounters”. She talks of keeping “aloof from alliances” including military alliances, and yet draws our country into a humiliating Indo - Soviet treaty with Mos​cow. She says “we, the non-aligned have chosen peace”, when, in fact, during the past two years she has armed the country to the teeth, increa​sing defense expenditure this year to a mammoth Rs. 6,000 crores. She says, “Humankind is balancing on the brick of the collapse of the world econo​mic system and annihilation through nuclear wars”, yet in the next breathe she talks of cooperation with and not con​frontation against the root source of this economic crisis and nuclear war.... the capitalist/ imperialist superpowers. She warns against international institutions being used to make developing nations change their policy, while, at the same time, prostrating herself before the IMF after taking the Rs. 5,000 crore loan.
Though, this    hypocrisy   and rhetoric    carry    on     endlessly throughout her entire inaugural address, there    is, buried within     this    high - sounding verbiage, a conscious endeavor to’ sing the song of Soviet imperialism’s global   policies. For this, she    was    warmly applauded by the Russians...Professor C. L.  Bondarevsky one of the three Soviet experts on non-alignment in New Delhi said, “The seventh summit will be the most crucial in the history of the movement. You have the right lady at the right place and at the right time”.

THE DECLARATION

The first declaration of the non-aligned nations called for a freeze on the development, production, stockpiling, and deployment of nuclear weapons and a speedy finalization of a comprehensive treaty banning the testing of nuclear weapons. Such general statements have little significance unless they are particularly directed against the two superpowers that command over75% of the nuclear arsenal. Besides, a mere freeze has no meaning today when the superpowers have already armed themselves to the teeth. What is necessary is a call for the complete and total destruction of all nuclear weapons. Also, this declaration conveniently ignores that the root cause for a nuclear war lays within this system...  imperialism and a nuclear war (or any war) can only be prevented through a systematic struggle against imperialism and its ultimate destruction. On the contrary, this declaration seeks to divert the people’s attention from this key factor, acts as a prophet of doom, pictures, and a horrendous world holocaust and acts as though the very preservation of man is at stake.
Next, the summit urged the big powers, “in the interests of world peace and harmony to refrain from all acts of pressure, intimidation, interference or intervention”. For all this high-sounding phraseology this summit was not even able to come out in categorical terms condemning Russian aggression of Afghanistan and Vietnamese aggression of Kampuchea. On Afghanistan all it did was to give a general call for a political settlement on the basis of with​drawal of “foreign troops”. While on Kampuchea its state​ment was even more ambiguous with general calls for a dialogue and “for withdrawal of all foreign forces, to ensure full respect of the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of all states in the region, including Kampuchea”. Here it avoids pinpointing the Vietnamese as the specific aggressor. Instead of such vague statements that seek to appease the Russian lobby, the summit should have dire​ctly condemned Russian aggression on Afghanistan and Vietnamese aggression on Kampuchea and demanded the immediate and uncon​ditional withdrawal of the respective troops from these countries. Only with such concrete demands does general talk of non-interference and non-intervention make any sense. Yet, on this question the Soviet lobby was not able to get its way entirely, for, as regards the vacant seat of Kampuchea, it was decided that this would not continue as an irrevocable endorsement of the Havana consensus, and the issue could be reopened later and referred to an ad hoc committee.
On the question of the Indian Ocean, for the first time, this summit took cognizance of the presence of both superpower bases there, and not merely Diego Garcia, much to the discomfiture of India and the Soviet Union.
In    the    realm    of    economic exploitation, the   non-aligned summit, which comprises coun​tries of the third world, all   of whose   wealth     and     natural resource is being robbed by the imperialists, could    take    no stand against the   superpowers. Even on the question of increased South-South co-operation no    conclusive   position    was arrived     at.   The    best   that these countries could do was picture the pathetic economic plight of their countries with a call in the   wilderness  “for a radical transformation of the 40 years old economic system initiated at Breton    Woods” (in the USA in the last months of the second world war).  The new structure, which was not spelt out, dreamt of a world economic   order that   “would end the dominance of the dollar and a   handful   of   currencies, in world trade, and the dependence of the developing on the developed” and that    “would give the third world a voice in global      economic       affairs”. These, of course, were just dreams, in   concrete   terms the only decisions arrived was to beg for greater funds from the imperialist world.

In the final declaration the USA was singled out   for attack on fifteen    occasions    while   the USSR got off with little direct attack      At this summit, the US lobby was led by the ASEAN countries, Saudi Arabia, Congo (Kinshasa), Morocco, Sudan and     Egypt, with    Singapore acting as chief spokesman. The Soviet lobby was led by Cuba, Vietnam, Angola, Mozambique and Ethiopia, with India   kept in reserve for   the second line of attack.   Besides these countries, many others   showed an< attitude of uncalled for appeasement   towards   both   superpowers; like     for     example, Pakistan’s attitude towards the Soviet   Union   on    both    the Afghan question and Kampuchea    was    excessively   timid. The final declarations reflected all this.   The ultimate declarations at this seventh summit were watered down   to such an extent, to keep all happy, that not one declaration took a clear and definite position, but were all vague, indecisive compromising    and    without any specific direction. Though the declaration did, to extent oppose the war design of the two superpowers in general terms, the strong lobbying of these superpowers within the movement blunted its edge.

On this occasion, as on the last, though the summit declarations had a definite Soviet tilt, the Russians ware unable to convert the Non-aligned movement into a “natural ally” of theirs, and nor could the pro-American lobby get the declarations to sing the praises of US foreign policy. But, yet, these declarations did not go to the root of the burning issues of the day, those of super power rivalry! Hegemonism and neo-colonial practices - nor did it give any specific call to combat these. It sought merely to touch on the problems the world faces without going into their root cause. Today, in this war-torn world, unless the non-aligned movement takes a concrete stand to combat the two superpowers, and particularly the Soviet Union, in their war designs, it will not achieve the tasks for which it had initially set out.

NATIONAL

Revisionists bare their fangs in Assam

Barely were the polls over when the Army moved into almost all the districts of Assam. To​day, after the “democratic process” is over Assam is virtually under military rule. In typical divide - and - rule policy the anti-poll/anti-govern​ment agitation was given a communal turn in which thou​sands have been butchered in order to divert the wrath of the people. And now the army is called out on the pretext of “containing communalism”. This is normal fascist logic. The newspapers faithfully broadcast the Nellie horrors in an attempt to divert people’s attention from the actual demands of the Assam people. They too conveniently ignore the fact that the Nellie and other communal genocides were the handiwork of the govern​ment with the assistance of the B. J. P. After all, what matters if thousands of women and children are exterminated, the ruling classes will see that the targets (Government and State) of the Assam agitation must be changed.
...
What is particularly noteworthy is the revisionist role in this entire gruesome affair. Here, in Assam, the Assamese people have torn off their Marxist mask, and their bloodthirsty fangs are now Visible to all. The CPI and CPM have acted as more loyal and selfless servants of Indira Gandhi than some of her own henchmen.    Imagine, they have defended      the      “democratic process” against the wrath of the people of Assam   in return for   just   three    seats   in    the Assembly............    what   selfless
Service! !
CPM’S ‘ANTI-AUTHORITARIAN’ ROLE
If Gani Khan Choudhary can speak in open fascist terms, inciting the people to kill four of their opponents for every one of their own kinsmen; E. M. S. Namboodripad is not far behind when he says, “the elections must be held at whatever the cost”. Today, E. M. S. must be jubilant for the elections were held, though, at the cost of thousands of lives. But, what matter, for EMS and CPM the elections had to be held at “whatever the cost”. Further the ‘anti-authoritarian’ CPM says “if elections were to be post​poned in the face of violence, it could be made an excuse by authoritarian forces whenever they did not want elections”. So, the CPM implies that the “authoritarian forces” are the Assamese people who are oppo​sed to the present electrons (democratic ~ process - for the CPM); and ‘die democratic forces comprise those who are for the elections (the demo​cratic process) i.e. themselves together with their partners and probably the Congress (I). So according to CPM logic the holding of elections a£ the point of a gun is “democratic”; the utilization of huge para-military forces and the army to crush the peoples’ movement, was only to assist the “democratic process” and therefore legitimate; and that the introduction* of undemocratic, fascist legi​slation in Assam (see March issue of Vanguard), were a necessary evil to facilitate the “democratic process”, which is the primary concern of the CPI and CPM. So in CPM’s ‘anti-authoritarian’ logic, the holding of elections is the be-all and end-all of democracy, which must be held at “what​ever the cost”. Even if the “cost” entails the utilization of 1.5 lakh para-military and police forces, the army and fascist legislation to crush the peoples’ movement, no matter the “democratic process” must continue. So the peace loving CPI and CPM in true Gandhian hypocrisy launches a tirade against the violence of the people, while the violence of the state is conveniently ignored.
These great saviors of demo​cracy further add (Peoples’ Democracy: 20/2/83 issue) “at a time when the democratic and progressive Forces’ in Assam are fighting a grim battle against authoritarianism and secessionism these leaders (of the opposition....ed) have joined the secessionists in the name of fighting the authoritarian Congress (1). This in nothing short Of out-right betrayal of the cause of democracy”. So, according to the CPM the only possible way of fighting the “authoritarian” Congress (I) ‘is only through the elections and cannot be done in the streets. We may ask the C PM, since when have authori​tarian forces believed in a genuine democratic process?
Authoritarian forces utilize authority and NOT democracy to establish their rule. Has the CPM forgotten the Chilean experience where Allende tried to fight authoritarianism thro​ugh democratic means resulting in the massacre of Allende and all his forces? And also today, is the ‘authoritarian’ Congress (I) ruling Assam based on the “verdict of the people” and based on the authority of the State? It is clearly the latter... for soon after the election the army   has   taken   over   virtual control   of   the State. It is therefore obvious   that   the CPI and CPM’s anti-authori​tarian slogan mongering is a sham. When it comes down to   realities   the CPI/CPM’s fight against the Indira   Con​gress is only   formal   while their   collaboration   is   real. But can we expect anything better from this fifth column of Soviet Social Imperialism? So, for the CPM, not to parti​cipate in the Assam elections is an   “outright betrayal of the cause of democracy”. There​fore CPM-type democracy says that to oppose the poll:
· that is being held on the basis of the 1978 electoral rolls is an “outright betra​yal of the cause of demo​cracy”.
· that is being held with the backing 1.5 lakh armed men are an “outright betrayal of the cause of demo​cracy”.
· that is being held under the cover of the most fascist legislation [NSA, ESMA, Police Act (1861), Assam Executive Magistrate Act, Army Special Powers Act] and strict press censorship is an “outright betrayal of the cause of democracy”.
In other words the CPM wants to defend a fake elections (as is held in many dictatorial coun​tries) where even the minimum bourgeois democratic norms were not observed.
But revisionist treachery knows no end.    They have, in fact, gone   one    step   beyond    the Congress (I), criticizing them for being too soft, and of the need to utilize more forthright methods   in dealing with   the Assam   movement.     The CPI says   (New Age  27/2/83) that “the central   government   too must be condemned for failing to protect the citizen........”while the CPM accuses the  “govern​ment of placating the leaders of the agitation despite their refu​sal to budge from their extreme position with the result that no solution could be found to the problem in   the face of their recalcitrant  attitude’,  and go so far as to ask  (P.D. 27/2/83) “was the gun being held only by the Indian  Government” ? The revisionist position is thus very clear: do not even talk to the agitation leaders, protect the “citizen” and take firmer mea​sures against the “recalcitrant attitude” and “extreme posi​tions” of the agitation leaders. In other   words........crush the movement with the use of grea​ter force and drown it in a pool ‘of blood.
So for all their talk against authoritarianism the revisionists in Assam have rendered inva​luable service to Indira Gandhi, defended all her actions, sup​ported the army and para-mili​tary presence there and have used all their efforts to oppose the mass movement. If at all they have disagreed with Indira Gandhi on Assam it was that she was too soft on the move​ment and, in essence, should have crushed it with greater force.
Here in Assam the revisionists have come out in their true colors.... as agents of the ruling class. Lenin has always main​tained that the revisionists are nothing but the bourgeoisie within the working class move​ment. Unfortunately in India, the revisionists are often con​fused as ‘Genuine revolutiona​ries with some weaknesses or incorrectness or as confused Marxists’ or as ‘some sort of progressive forces’ or as ‘the most progressive amongst the lot’. The scientific understan​ding of Lenin’s is not clearly understood and so, very often some illusion remains for these elements. But history has proved that revisionists, whether those of the Second International, or the Kruschevite revisionists of Russia or the Liu Shao Chi/Deng Tsiao Pings of China or the CPI/CPM of India - - these are nothing but agents of the bourgeoisie whose task before the revolution is to sabotage it from within and after the revolution to work for the restoration of capitalism. Unless the Marxist mask is not torn off the faces of the CPI and CPM it will be very difficult to advance the revolutionary movement. The Assam movement has stripped the revisionists naked and now they stand thoroughly exposed before the people of the coun​try.
In Assam, besides this force used to suppress the movement the government, assisted by the revisionists and BJP, have played the most deadly game of divide-and-rule to split the movement and to drown it in a cesspool of communalism.
COMMUNALISM
The government and their revisionist associates pretend that it is the agitation leaders that are responsible for the communal carnage that has been let loose in Assam. New Age (the CPI organ), in attempt to build up people’s fury agai​nst the movement in Assam, has printed on the front page of their 27th Feb., 7983, issue a gruesome photo of the dead bodies of children, with a highly provocative caption below saying, “This is where the Assam agitators have reached”. But what is the truth behind this communal carnage?
For the last three years a massive movement has built up in Assam in defense of their national identity, and, for all these years, there has been no indication of any communal violence. For years the agita​tion has taken the forms of satyagrahas, non- cooperation, strikes, janata curfews, bandhs, blackouts, social boycotts, etc., all directed at the government and its institutions. As the army and para-military forces moved in, the movement retaliated with systematic violence against the armed forces, government institutions, railway and police stations and against the candi​dates participating in the elec​tions. Never did the leaders of the movement direct violence against other sections of the people. Besides, AASU have in their mass distributed pamphlets repea​tedly called for communal harmony and have in fact dire​ctly exposed (well before the carnage) that, in fact, it was the candidates in their electi​on campaigns that were utilizing highly communal speeches to attract voters.
But, when the violence of the movement against the govern​ment, State and election machi​nery had reached its peak and the elections were due to begin, that suddenly the most brutal, inhuman and ghostly massacres began. This occurred soon after Indira Gandhi’s visit in which she was reported to have spoken in highly inflammatory and comm​unal language. In fact, Gani Khan Chowdhury openly called on the Muslims to mobilize Islamic forces to repel the others, while advising the ling​uistic minorities to use violence to beat back the violence of the agitationists. This fact, though recognized by the revisionists, they still pretend that it was the agitation leaders who were responsible for the communal killings. Also, it is a known fact, that the Congress (I) has utilized tribals of the area, as cannon fodder, time and again, to whip up tensions between communities. It is quite apparent now, that it was pri​marily the Congress (I) who was responsible for the brutal massacres that have taken place in Assam. This was done in order to divert the movement and also in order to turn peoples sympathy against the AASU and AAGSP, by putting the blame on them. Where does the full responsibility for this communal carnage lie?
First, it is Indira Gandhi, Gani Khan Chowdhary and their like who directly instigated this communal carnage during their election tour. Second, it is the BJP who, having infiltrated the movement, has consistently sought to give it an anti-Muslim and communal turn. For example, at Tezpur and Jorhat, Vajpayee declared that if the brave Sikhs would have duti​fully slaughtered refugees who dared to enter Punjab, “why are the Assamese sitting idle”~ For the BJP the Muslim immi​grant is a foreigner while the Hindu immigrants are citizens. And thirdly, it is the CPI and CPM who have played the ruling class game of divide and rule by pretending that AASU is responsible for the communal carnage, when they know fully well from where this communal violence emanated. Besides, in this too, they have not been totally above board, as their candidates are known to have opportunity-resorted to com​munal speeches in an attempt at vote gathering in the mino​rity areas.
And now, having, to some extent, diverted the movement and sacrificed thousands of lives in order to do so, all the political parties have passed a resolution in the Lok Sabhar calling for peace in Assam without in any way pin-poin​ting the culprits of this com​munal carnage. The Con​gress (I), CPI and CPM still make believe that AASU is responsible for this, in an attempt to discredit the move​ment. While the BJP is fervently trying to derail the movement from its anti-government/anti-centre path into one directed against a section of the people.
Today, it is the Congress (I), CPI, CPM and BJP whose hands are dripping with the blood of the Assamese people - communal carnage and para, military violence has taken a massive toll of lives. Can the people of Assam ever forget this fascist violence and but​chery of thousands of inno​cents? Can we now expect them to live in peace with the perpetrators of such violence and their accomplices? The Lok Sabha may pass resolutions on. peace, but it will be very difficult for the Assames people to forget the violence and brutality they have just faced and the Assamese people’s struggle for a national identity is bound to advance.
NATIONAL INTEGRATION OR STRUGGLE FOR NATIONAL IDENTITY
The CPI and CPM   have   out​done Indira Gandhi in shouting against the so-called   secessio​nists in Assam and for the need for National   Integration.    For them, the     massive     Assam movement is nothing but the result   of a   CIA   plot.    The CPM    says    (Editorial:   PD : 27/2/83)  “the issue of foreign nationals   has   been   magnified beyond    proportion    to     suit secessionist   interests........ Peace
and unity are the urgent  requi​rements of Assam   and   Indian Unity”.      Further    they   add that the CPM have been “heroi​cally carrying on the   fight   to save Indian unity............”, and that (P.O. 20/2/83),   “the big press........  seeks    to   obliterate
the struggles led   by  the CPM and other left and democratic parties and groups, and by the minorities, for the restoration of democracy and   the   defense of national integration”.   The CPI    too    sees    nothing   but secessionism    in    the   Assam movement when in their New Age   dated   27/2/83   they   say that   “........ the   point   is   that this is a challenge to the   entire country’s integrity and Unity....Once you. allow that thing to grow, it will spread; and that will be the end of our national unity and integration”.
Firstly, to portray the   present movement in Assam   as   seces​sionist is a   blatant   falsehood. AASU and     AAGSP have categorically denied that their movement is secessionist and have said   that their   move​ment is specifically directed against foreign nationals........i.e., against those who  have illegally migrated into Assam and not   against   any   Indian citizen of another state.   Yet the CPM propagates falsehoods when   they   say   in   ‘People’s Democracy’      (22/2/83) that “Expulsion was demanded  (by AASU........ed.)    not only   of those who had illegally come to Assam from outside India, but of those who were   from other States........”.
Secondly, the   revisionists, in all their hysteria of   secession, national integration,  CIA, etc., completely   ignore any mention of the    Marxist  view on the national question, and its appli​cation to the Assam movement. Marxism maintains that every nation has a right to self-deter​mination   including   secession. India is a multi- national   state and Assam is one nation within it striving to achieve a   national identity of its own and threate​ned   by an   influx   of foreign nationals.    The       traditional system of agriculture in Assam and   the well-being   of    the Assamese   peasantry depended on the   availability   of follow land.    This system was threa​tened    by the   arrival on the scene of  lakhs   of immigrant peasants who squatted  on  the land.    The   Assam movement has not been     confined to the middle-class as is generally felt because of its student leader​ship.    It has a     fairly   broad-based     rural     support.    Land pauperism, indebtedness, un​employment     amongst       rural youth, has all   contributed of rousing the peasantry in   solid support     to    the    movement. The Assam national question is therefore, in     essence, a peasant   question........ a   land question. And now the entire Assamese people have been mobilized to fight for preservation of their national identity within the Union of India. The movement leaders have never talked of secession but, in future if they do put forward such a demand after the brutal violence unleashed on them by the central govern​ment, the onus will lay enti​rely on the government and it accomplices.
The revisionists do not recognize these national aspirations of the Assames people and are straining every nerve to crush it. Lenin has said, “The various demands of demo​cracy, including self-determination, are not an absolute, but a small part of the gene​ral democratic world   move​ment”.    But   these    so-called ‘left and Democratic     forces’ do not support these democra​tic aspirations of the Assamese people and have sided with the forces    of    the   State   against those of the people. Lenin, while   tracing   the pro​cess    of   development     of     a nation, observed, “develo​ping capitalism   knows    two historical   tendencies in   the national question. First: the awakening of national life and movements, struggle against all national oppression, crea​tion of national states. Second development and acceleration of   all kinds     of intercourse    between    nations, breakdown of national barriers, creation of   international unity of capital, of economic life in general, of politics, science, etc............”.    “Both tendencies are a worldwide law of capita​lism. The first predominates at the beginning of its develop​ment, the second characterizes mature capitalism that is moving towards its transfor​mation into socialist society”. India being a backward, semi-feudal country the national question is bound to go through the first process as outlined by Lenin above. And it is pre​cisely this “awakening of national life” that is taking place in Assam and it is this that the revisionists are totally blind to. But this awakening to national life in Assam is not a new phenomenon. The pre​sent struggle must be seen as part of a long history of strug​gles of the Assamese people for a national identity.
History of Struggles
Assam never came under Moghal rule and was ruled by the Ahom Kings from 1228 to 1816, when the British annexed it. The heavy burden of taxation led to a series of anti-British armed peasant uprisings in Assam during the last part of the 19th century, which resulted finally in the formation of the “Assam Association” in 1882. This association fought for the demands of the peasantry agai​nst the British. Though the leadership of this association was from the urban intellectuals its base was made up of the peasantry. Thus, unlike in the rest of the country, in Assam, nationalism penetrated deep amongst the peasantry.
This armed resistance to British rule in Assam finally culminated in the near formation of a parallel government in rural Assam in 1942. Thus the Assamese peasants have a tradition of a strong national consciousness, and so it is not surprising why the present movement has such a strong and well-organized rural base.
During British rule Assam was part of the Bengal presidency and the majority of jobs were occupied by Bengalis and Ben​gali (not Assamese) was the official medium of instruction. It was against this Bengali imposition that the national feelings of the Assamese fur​ther built up. In fact the Assam Association, the Assam Chatra Parishad (1916) and the Assam Sahitya Sabha (1917) were formed with the almost exclusive aim of fur​thering the cause of Assamese national   consciousness.    The noted Assamese writer, Lakshminath Bezbarua even composed a national anthem for Assam, which was sung in all schools, colleges and public meetings. Even today, this song is more popular amongst the Assamese than ‘Jana-Gana-Mana’.
It is in the background of this history of continuous struggles for a national identity that the present Assamese movement must be viewed. Of course, the revisionists have turned a blind eye to this history. But that is quite natural, being in essence anti-Marxists; they can​not but avoid the historical materialist method of analysis.
With this history and a con​tinuing Bengali domination over Assamese life and jobs together with a continuous influx of foreign nationals from Bangladesh and Nepal, a massive outburst of Assamese national sentiment grew into a gigantic mass movement.
Support the Just struggle of the Assamese People
The Assamese people are figh​ting a heroic battle for the preservation of their national identity. The organized vio​lence of the state is now being met by the violence of the people. The odds in this battle are pitted against the Assamese people as they have to face the entire onslaught of the Indian State machinery while the rest of the country are yet to rally to their support. The struggles of the various nationalities within the multi​national Indian state are a part of the democratic stru​ggles of the Indian people towards a New Democratic revolution. Therefore it is a fundamental necessity that the people of the entire country rise to the occasion and sup​port the struggles of the Assamese people. It is only then that the Assamese will achieve victory in their heroic fight.
The Budget-How to rob the poor and give the rich:

T he Indian budget each year is a mechanism whereby the ruling classes, through their agents in parliament, rob the poor and give to the rich. In a crisis ridden economy the budget, as a weapon in the hands of the Govt. and ruling classes acts to cushion the crisis of industry and push the crisis onto the backs of the working people. So, each successive budget seeks to squeeze the maximum out of the Indian people in order to satiate the appetite of big business, big-landlords, the bureaucrats and politicians and to sustain a system, which allows for the continuous exploitation of the people by the moneybags.
CLASS CHARACTER OF  THE  BUDGET :
What is the budget? It is mer​ely a plan for the income and expenditure of the government for the coming year. A picture of where the government gets its money from and on whom it spends it will clearly give a picture of the class character of the budget. The major source of income of the government is through indirect taxation—i. e., taxation on commo​dities. Direct taxation, which is income of the govt. derived through taxation of the rich, accounts for a very small per​centage of the revenue. Indirect taxation has reached such gigantic proportions that in India on an average each family pays roughly Rs. 3 each day to the govt. in taxes. This is more than the daily income of 50% of our population who live below the poverty line. The main form of extracting this tax is by levying excise and customs duties and sales tax. Excise and customs duties is collected by the central govt. while sales tax is the major form of revenue for the state govt. All these taxes are just different names for taxing any and every commodity before it reaches the consumer. It is this that the govt. continuously increases in order to enrich its coffers. This has been particu​larly noticeable in the last decade. For example, the excise revenue from sugar and tea shot up by 70% and 85% respectively in the period 1970/71 to 1980/81, and of vegetable oils and fats by 197% within the same period. The following table will give a picture of the massive increase in excise duty on some mass consumed items within the last decade: -
In fact, over the years the proportion of indirect taxation has been increasing with each, successive budget. In 1950/51 indirect taxes accounted for 65% of all tax revenues, the proportion went up to 72% a decade later and to 78% by 1P71/72. In 1980/81 indirect taxes amounted to roughly 82%  of total tax revenues. Looked at from another point of view each family in the year 1975/74 paid an average of 10.5% of its total monthly expenditure to the government in the form of indirect taxes. The impact of such massive amounts of indirect taxation is felt the worst by the poorer sections, which, though they can barely eke out a living, are forced to pay tax on everything they purchase from bidi to salt to kerosene. In fact, in the Indian context, luxuries do not constitute more than 40% of the indirect tax revenue collected; the bulk is extracted from mass consumption goods.
	                                                                     (Rs. Crores)


	Items                                                   1970-71

	1981-82


	Sugar

	109.01     ,             1^5.05


	Tea

	36.99

	668.42


	Kerosene

	120.97

	155.50


	Vegetable Oils & Fats

	15.00

	44.46


	Medicines

	13.18

	91.41


	Soap

	8.68

	33.60*


	Cotton Fabrics

	51.27

	109 ,9Q


	Cotton Yarn

	32.96

	97.13


	Rayon and Synthetic Fibre

	88.73

	437.83


	Matches

	28,49

	50.00


	Paper

	27.94

	218.57


	Electric Wires

	9.00

	121.80


	Textiles

	23.45

	133.52



Source : RBI:    Report on currency and finance, 1980/81

While the bulk of the ‘governments’ funds comes from the masses through indirect taxa​tion the major part of its expenses goes towards (a) industry and expenses requi​red to build up the infrastruc​ture for industry (b) agricul​ture, in order to prop up the powerful semi-feudal inte​rests and (c) sustaining a massive bureaucracy and state apparatus with which to main​tain the existing exploitative system. Over the years, the amount the government has been expending on this combine has registered an enormous increase with the result that with each successive budget larger amounts are extracted from the people in order to prop up a crumbling system. So, while in 1951/52 total tax revenues amounted to 7.7% of the G N P, a decade later this percentage increa​sed to 10.4%. In 1971/72 this figure was 13.4% while in 1981/82 total tax revenues amo​unted to 16.2% of the GNP. This increase in taxation was speci​fically generated to feed the big business and landed interests with funds and also to build a massive bureaucracy and state apparatus to defend these interests from the blows of the people. So we find that while on the one hand development expenditure of the Union Government increased from, Rs. 34.6 c/ores in 1950/51 to Rs. 4,043 crores in 1981/82 ; defense expenditure increased from Rs. 1.64 crores to Rs. 3794 crores in the same period and non-development expenditure increased from Rs. 90 crores to Rs. 1,892 crores. In the current budget these figures have again registered an enor​mous increase. Here “develop​ment expenditure” is a euphemism for “assistance to big business and landed gentry’% while “non - development expenditure” includes chiefly expenses on sustaining a massive bureaucracy.
Lately, the government has been resorting to deficit finan​cing to meet its expenditure. In the last few years the govern​ment, in spite of extracting the maximum from the people, is not able to meet its expenses. With the result that this deficit is met by printing notes (money) of an equivalent amount. This is yet another method of pushing the burden of its excessive spending on to the people, as such deficit financing has an inflationary impact on the economy, thus leading to a price rise in all commodities. This year, the finance minister has resorted to all the above methods, as is done every year, to rob the maximum from the people.
THE BUDGET - NEW LEVIES:
A massive Rs. 5,600 crores, or, 19% over the last year, reaching a figure of Rs. 34,836 crores, has increased government spending this year. The bulk of these resources have been mobilized by unloading the entire burden on to the backs of the working people through increased taxation and deficit financing. In the budget itself Rs. 716 crores has been raised through an increase in duties. In other words this ‘entire amount has been extracted through indirect taxation and not a paisa has been taken from the rich. Besides this, in the two months prior to the budget a fantastic sum of Rs. 2,100 crores has been extracted thr​ough additional taxation. This includes, Rs. 800 crores through taxation of oil and petroleum products, Rs. 3CO crores by way of a 5% increase in auxiliary duties, Rs. 70 crores by an in​crease in Post and Telegraph rates and Rs 489 crores through an increase in railway fares and freight rates. All these levies are directed at the common man-and with the mere stroke of a pen the government has increased the price of all essentials. With an increase in cost of fuel and freight, the price of all commodities will increase, as every item from vegetables to cloth must be transported before it reaches the consumer. In addition to this the government has left a deficit of Rs. 1,555 crores, which will be raised through printing notes, thus leading to a general rise in prices of all commodities. Thus, to raise this massive sum of money the government has robbed the common man of his meager income and not touched the rich. In fact, the rich has been given a large num​ber of concessions in this bud​get.
CONCESSIONS TO THE RICH:

True to its class interests, the government has robbed large amounts from the people thus pushing them into deeper and deeper poverty and given big concessions to the rich. First, the rural rich have been given a massive subsidy of Rs. 1,500 crores —Rs. 800 crores through the purchase of food grains and Rs. 700 crores on fertilizers. Then, the comprador bourgeoi​sie gets a full Rs. 550 crores in cash subsidy to “facilitate” exports. Finally, the business world in general has got a series of concessions enabling them to enhance their profits

· Interest tax has been redu​ced by half thus adding a full Rs. 104 crores into the coffers of business.
· Depreciation allowance has been increased from 10% to 15%., thus allowing business to retain larger profits and reduce their taxation levels
· Bank lending rates for medium and large borro​wers has been reduced by 1.5% thus giving the busi​ness world cheaper credit.

· Besides the cash subsidy, a straightforward deduction of 5% of the turnover from their taxable income has been allowed in order to “encourage exports”.
· Investment allowance is raised from 25% to 35% for devices installed that “con​serve natural resources”.
· A continuation and further liberalization of the scheme of excise duty concessions has been allowed for com​panies increasing their pro​duction over the previous year.
· A reduction in interest has been allowed to certain sectors and incentives given for increased remittances from abroad.
Besides these, in certain indu​stries, like pressure cookers, stoves, etc., excise concession have been given, the benefit of which is bound to go to the manufacturer and not the con​sumer; and on personal income of the rich, further concessions have been given by the introduc​tion of’ capital gains tax exempt bonds’ and an increase in the limit of standard reduction from Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 6,000’
So the government while on one hand extracts through this budget (and pre-budget) a massive sum of Rs. 4,361 crores (Rs. 2,816 crores thro​ugh taxation plus Rs. 1,555 crores through deficit finan​cing,) from the pockets of the masses it simultaneously gives an equivalent amount to the feudal, imperialist and bourgeoisie interests, through sub​sidies, concessions and direct grants.
Of course, for all the camof1ouge of increasing productivity, enhancing savings, and promoting agriculture etc. the naked truth cannot be hidden. In fact all such measures are nothing but methods geared to help the rich and rob the poor. The source of the new levies in the latest budget and its utilization clearly brings this out. Now let us analyze the total receipts and expenditure of this budget to see from where the govern​ment gets its entire money and how it spends it.
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE:
Of the total receipts of Rs. 32,586 crores (exclusive of states share of taxes) 34% is got from customs and excise duties 9% from corporation and income taxes, 15% from non tax revenue 9% from loan recoveries, 20% from market loans, small sa​vings, capital investment bonds and provident fund, 5% from external loans (net of repay​ments) and other taxes and re​ceipts 2% each, while 4% has been left as the deficit. As can be seen from these figu​res, direct taxation amounts to a very small sum of the total budgetary receipts, while the bulk comes from indirect taxa​tion, savings and loans. This, to a greater extent, is extracted from the poor and middle classes while the rich get off with a minimum taxation. Besides, another continuously increasing figure is the external loan borrowed from imperialist powers which this year is esti​mated to reach a net figure of Rs. 1,940 crores (in 52/83-Rs. 1,724” crores)—5% of the governments total receipts. In reality the actual figure of external borro​wings is much large as the figure mentioned above is only the net amount after repayment: of ear​lier loans (now over Rs. 20,000 crores), which fall due this year.
One added fact requires men​tioning - though the existence of a massive black economy is known to the government not one paisa of this gets touched in these budgets. A scientific study based on calculations derived from Cur​rency and Demand Deposit transactions have shown quite accurately the extent of the black Economy in India. This study shows that the size of the Black Economy stood at Rs. 3034 crores in 1967/68 or 9.5% of the GNP. In. 1978/79 the size of the Black: Economy had reached the gigantic figure of Rs. 46,867 crores or 49% of the official GNP. Though this parallel Black Economy was virtually legalized by the govern​ment in the last budget through the issuing of special Bearer Bonds, no attempt is even made to tap this vast source of illegal money lying with the business, trading and political world. The government wills tax the poorest man’s basic necessities, like bidis and kerosene, but will not touch a paisa of the black marketers and businessmen

Of the total expenditure of the central government, non-plan expenditure constitutes 65% of the total, amounting to Rs. 21,984 crores. This amounts to an increase of 23% over the previous year and constitutes a massive dead weight on the Indian economy. Of this the bulk is expended on central government
consumption, defense, subsidies and interest charges, all of which are non​productive and a burden on the economy. In this year each of these expenses have witnessed a sizable increase. Central government consumption has gone up from Rs. 6,000 crores last year to an estimated Rs. 7,000 crores 1983/84. Defense has gone up from Rs- 5,350 crores to Rs. 5,971 crores (and this does not include all purchases of war planes and armaments),subsidies have gone up from Rs. 1,760 crores to 2,050 crores and interest charges have gone up from Rs. 3,950 crores to Rs. 4,700 crores. 

Out of a total plan outlay for the centre, states and union
territories of Rs. 25,498 crores, the centre’s share is Rs. 13,870crores. Of this the bulk is used to assist industry either by direct financing or by building the infrastructure for industry. Therefore a full 34% of this amount, Rs. 5014 crores will go towards petroleum, coal and power. Steel and mines will absorb another Rs. 1,314 crores;
Railway, shipping and trans​port Rs. 1,900 crores and che​micals, fertilizers and other
industries Rs. 978 crores. Here, the nature of investment is capital intensive and does not assist employment or help remove poverty. Also, Rs. 480 crores have been allocated for “rural employment” to keep the landless and poor peasants just above the starvation line and exploit cheap labor for con​struction works, and a further Rs. 176 crores has been doled out for the scheduled castes and tribes in order to keep these sections close to the government. Also Rs. 330 crores has been allocated for family planning (now called family welfare) in pursuance of the imperialist policy of the forcible restriction of families.
From this it is clear that the bulk of both non-plan and plan expenditure on the one hand is directed towards assistance of the rural and urban rich while on the other hand roughly Rs. 15,000 crores is spent in maintaining a bureaucracy and armed force with which to suppress the people and maintain their exploitative rule. Though the finance minister maintains “no sacrifice is too great where the nations security is concerned” the army and para-military forces have chiefly been used in the past 35 years in suppressing the people of our own country and not against a foreign enemy—witness Assam and the North-East today.
Lastly, besides being pro-rich, this budget is specifically pro-imperialist. Even a prominent stock broker (an agent of business), Arvind Shah, was forced to reflect “the bud​get proposals clearly reflected the pressures that are probably being exerted by the IMF which had recently granted a big loan to India. Free imports of goods such as caustic soda, soda ash, chemicals, synthetic fibres, etc. without stiff import duties have been allowed which may per​haps induce foreign companies to dump their goods on us, thus seriously threatening the growth of indigenous industry”.
CENTRALISATION OF RESOURCES
With finances already centralized in the hands of the govern​ment through the nationalization of bank s and the large investment agencies like LIC and Unit Trust, this budget has three dangerous clauses, which further seeks to Centralize resources in the hands of the central Government.
Firstly, the government has amended section 35 CC and 35 CCA, which deals with rural development. Until now com​panies could finance rural deve​lopment projects and claim income-tax relief thereon. Now, all companies would have to canalize their rural development programmes through the Prime Ministers’ Rural Development Fund. This will further tie the busi​ness interests to the ruling poli​tical party.
Second, the finance minister says “for the first time the government has taken the un​conventional step by providing an outlay of Rs. 300 crores to be given as grants to states on the basis of their better per​formance in implementing specific programmes”. This arbitrary clause is nothing but a further erosion of the “fede​ral” concept in the Indian con​stitution. With the rise to power of non-congress [I] par​ties in the states and numerous dissident Congress (I) state governments, this Rs. 300 crores will be utilized as a bait, to brow-beat state governments to total subservience to the central government.
And, thirdly, the finance mini​ster says “I see no justifi​cation for permitting invest​ment of trust funds in business concerns, including shares of companies in the private sector. I, accordingly propose to pro​vide that all trust funds should be invested in specified modes, such as, government securities, units of the Unit Trust, deposits with scheduled banks, appro​ved financial corporations, etc.” This is yet another measure to forcibly extract funds from the private sector and concentrate them in the hands of the central government.
CONCLUSION: -
This budget will result in enhan​cing the economic burden of the people enormously as it will result in extracting on an ave​rage Rs. 400/- in the coming year from each family. As a result of this budget the people of our country will go deeper into poverty.
This budget will continue and further enhance the imperialist loot of the country to the detri​ment of local industry. It further enhances the foreign debt and opens our country to the imperialisms to dump their goods.
This budget will seek to help business get out of the crisis and stagnation that has set in
This budget will continue to prop up the semi-feudal interests in the countryside through an infusion of money to the landed interests, in the form of subsidies and grants.
This budget will continue and further enhance the strength of the state machinery in order to curb the rising discontent of the people.
The government always claims that these budgets are (a) dire​cted to enhance savings in order to curb inflation and (b) to increase production and boost industrial growth. But, as long as this government swallows such large amounts to sustain a massive bureau​cracy and state machinery, as long as this massive monster sits on the backs of the people devouring money without pro​ducing anything—no amount of adjustments (savings, etc) will curb inflation. Savings, in fact, are only a means of transferring money from the pockets of the people into the coffers of the government.
Secondly, increased production is impossible when people’s purchasing power is limited by their poverty, as there is no ability to absorb the goods.
Today, in fact, the entire industry is in the midst of a deep depression and functioning at 50% capacity, as they are unable to sell their goods. As 80% of our people live in the rural areas it is only by enhancing the purchasing power of this vast populace that the economy will pull out of the crisis. This can only be achieved by smashing the semi-feudal land relations in   the   countryside   arid   distributing the land to   the   tiller through agrarian revolution and   thereby    drawing     this mass   of    people    into    the market.
Lastly, resource mobilization will continue to be limited as long as the imperialists continue to rob our country to the tune of Rs. 2,000 crores a year. Increased savings is no answer. It is only through the confi​scation of all foreign capital and the wealth of the big bourgeoisie and by annulling of the foreign debt that the wealth of our country can be retained, resources generated and sufficient capital forma​tion takes place.
It is thus only by an expansion of the home-market and by putting an end to the loot of our vast resources by the imperialists and by dismantling the massive state appa​ratus that eats the bulk of the resources generated, that there can be any regeneration of the economy. But this is not merely an economic question but a political one. It is only by smashing the existing power structures through an agrarian revolution and the setting up of a people’s democratic dicta​torship that the above economic measures can be implemented.

COMMORATING THE 14th ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARTY

Twenty Second April is a fes​tive day for the world proleta​riat. It is the birthday of Comrade Lenin, the great tea​cher and leader of the world proletariat, who defended arid developed Marxism, polluted and degraded by the leaders of the Second International. Com​rade Lenin creatively developed Marxism as the most powerful weapon in the hands of the world proletariat, for waging revolution, in the era of im​perialism.
In India, 22nd April has an added significance. It is the day the Communist Party of India (Marxist—Leninist) was born. The Indian proletariat, which had been lulled into a deep slumber for over four decades by the revisionist politics of the CPI, arid later CPM, got arou​sed by the clap of spring thun​der which burst in the plains of Naxalbari. The armed peasant struggle in Naxalbari enthused he proletariat in the entire country to break the shackles of revisionism that chained them to the bourgeoisie, to severe itself from the class collaborationist politics of the revisionists, to remold itself in the light of Marxism-Leni​nism- Mao ze dong Thought and; to lead the peasantry in the path of protracted people’s war to​wards the goal of New Demo​cratic Revolution. The spark of Naxalbari was turned in to a permanent glow with the establishment of the CPI (ML) on 22nd April 1969. For the first time in the hi​story of the Indian Commu​nist movement did the revo​lutionaries see the battle against revisionism inside the Party through to the end, not only programmatically, but also organizationally. With the formation of the Party on this day, fourteen year ago, the communist revolutionaries for the first time drew a clear line of demarcation between Marxi​sm and revisionism and esta​blished a revolutionary centre. Ever since, politics in the coun​try have never been the same, for now a bright star become visible through the thick haze of parliamentary fog created by the bourgeois and revisionist parties. For the people of the country, for the first time an alternative path to liberation was, at last, available.
But, the ruling classes sought to stamp out this glow and un​leashed a fascist terror in order to crush the movement in its embryo. Together with this the Party itself became a victim of sectarianism and left adven​turism, and at the same time faced the treacherous and disruptionist activities of careerists and opportunists, and conse​quently got scattered and split.
The Party and newborn move​ment faced a serious setback. But the revolutionary glow was not extinguished from the hearts of the people. The martyrdom of hundreds and thousands of revolutionaries was not in vain. The ideals of these martyrs who faced the firing squad with the song of Naxalbari on their lips and the Party banner held close to their hearts, continued to live in the minds of the people.
The movement slowly began to recoup. New entrants raised the banner of revolu​tion along with the veterans, while the careerists and opportunists were pushed aside into the garbage can of history. The errors and pitfalls of inexperience were analyzed and assessed, the drawbacks sought to be recti​fied; yet the revolutionary spirit of Naxalbari and the CPI (ML) was preserved and developed.
On this, the 14th anniversary of our Party, it is necessary to again emphasize this importance of party building amongst the basic masses in leading the re​volution. The strengthening of the Party organization by buil​ding the party deep amongst the masses, by raising its ideological content and by extending it to all parts of the country, is the fundamental task facing the proletariat today. As Lenin has said, 
“ without a revolutio​nary party there can be no re​volution”.
Stalin, while attacking the opportunists of the ‘Second Interna​tional and their party organization and while upholding the need of a new type of party, the party of Leninism, said that “in this period (of imperiali​sm....ed.) the proletariat is con​fronted with new tasks, the task of reorganizing all party work on new, revolutionary lines; of educating the workers in the spirit of revolutionary struggle for power, of preparing and moving up reserves; of establi​shing an alliance with the pro​letarian of neighboring coun​tries; of establishing firm ties with the liberation movements in the colonies and dependent countries; etc. To think that these new tasks can be perfor​med by the old social democra​tic parties, brought up as they were in the peaceful conditions of parliamentarism, is to doom one-self to hopeless despair, to inevitable defeat. If with such tasks to shoulder, the proletariat remained under the leadership of the old parties, it would be completely unarmed. It scarcely needs proof that the proletariat could not consent to such a state of affairs”.
Further Stalin adds that “hence the necessity of a new   party, militant     party, one    bold enough to lead the proletari​ans in the struggle for power, sufficiently     experienced   to find its bearings amidst   the complex     conditions     of    a revolutionary   situation, and sufficiently   flexible to steer clear of all  submerged  rocks in the     path     of     its   goal, “....................”  without such a

party  it  is   useless   even   to think of overthrowing imperialism,    of achieving the   dicta​torship of the proletariat”.
It is just such a Party, based on democratic centralism and imbued with the spirit of cri​ticism and self-criticism that can lead the people, both in battle and in retreat that we must strive to build. The Party must comprise the best fighters, the most dedicated revolutionaries and the most class-conscious elements from our society.
However, ours is a New Demo​cratic revolution in a backward agricultural country, where the vast masses   of the   peasantry constitute   the   main   force of revolution.    In   the   course of the   agrarian   revolution   large sections, of the   peasantry and intelligentsia will come   forward as militant fighters in   the anti-feudal     struggle.   And   it     is inevitable that from   these sec​tions that a large number will be drawn into   the Party.    But, as Lenin,   Stalin and   Mao   have taught, a mere anti-imperialist, anti-feudal fighter is not suffici​ent to be   a   communist.   This can only be achieved through an ideological remolding, by the deepening of   class-cons​ciousness, by an acceptance of the   dictatorship of the pro​letariat, by fully grasping the protracted     nature     of our struggle and, in practice, by accepting Party discipline and Party     life.    A     communist must     see      beyond the con​fines   of   the   New     Democratic Revolution towards   the world       socialist      revolution and of the need   of continuing the revolution   under the dicta​torship of the proletariat until communism is finally achieved.
The organizational pattern of any party cannot but correspond to its political line. When, for example, it is concluded that socialism can be established peacefully or when the demo​cratic revolution is sought to be achieved through peaceful means, the nature of the revolu​tionary party also changes, and it becomes a revisionist party. When (he opportunists of the Second International turned into the betrayers of the revolu​tion, their party organizations also lost the revolutionary spirit and became revisionist parties. Describing what con​stitutes a change into a revisio​nist party Comrade Stalin wrote that, “A victory of the right deviation in the communist parties in the capitalist coun​tries would mean the ideologi​cal defeat of the communist parties and an enormous accession of strength to social democratism (revisionism....Ed.). And what does an enormous accession of strength to social democratism (revisionism....Ed.) mean? It means the strengthe​ning and consolidation of capi​talism, for social democracy (revisionism....ed.) is the main prop of capitalism in the working class”.
“Hence a victory of a right deviation in the communist parties in capitalist countries would add to the conditions necessary for the preservation of capitalism”.
Today it is just such a right deviation that is the greatest threat to the revolutionary movement in our country. The deviations of some revolu​tionary organizations away from agrarian revolution towards parliamentary politics will necessarily entail a change in their party organization. This will particularly manifest in legalism and the opening up of the party organization. The Party organization will, instead of being the “General Staff” for battle against the ruling classes will be turned into an organ for extending its influ​ence and widening its mass base in order to fight the electoral battle more effectively. What the people of our coun​try need is a party of Bolshe​vism, a party of Leninism. And we must guard against the proletarian party being trans​formed into a spineless petti-bourgeois party, but build it as the genuine vanguard of the proletariat. Lenin had cau​tioned that “Since our proletariat does not live in a vacuum, but in the midst of the real life with all its variety of forms, the bourgeois elements which arise on the basis of small pro​duction, ‘encircle’ the prole​tariat on every side with a petty-bourgeois atmosphere, which permeates and corrupts the proletariat and cause constant relapses among the prole​tariat into petty-bourgeois spinelessness, disunity, indivi​dualism, and alternate moods of exaltation and dejection”. Specifically now, when a strong right deviationist wind is blo​wing, the party of the prole​tariat must guard against these petti-bourgeois influences.
Today, the need to unify all genuine revolutionaries is of the utmost urgency. This desire is keenly felt within the ranks of the communist revolu​tionaries throughout the country. Yet, despite this, the atmosphere of disunity has not yet been dispelled and the moves towards unification have been slow and halting. There is a crying need for the com​munist revolutionaries to fight against all divisions within its ranks and unify itself into a single strong united party, ideologically, politically and organizationally.
Finally, on this the fourteenth anniversary of our Party, let us dip our red banner in the memory of those great martyrs, Charu Mazumdar, Vempatapu Satyanarayana, Adibatla Kailasam, Appu, Verghese and thousands of other revolutionaries who laid down their lives for the revolution, and pledge to build a single strong united proletarian Party to advance the revolutionary movement in our country victoriously.

Indian Agriculture - Capitalist or Pre-Capitalist ?

This is a continuation of the article that appeared in the March issue of Vanguard. The first installment examined the aspects of Land utilization and Holdings, while this deals with inputs and Produ​ctivity Trends. The last installment will appear in the May issue of Vanguard and will cover, Credit, Disintegration of the Peasantry, Markets and utilization of the surplus.

3.   INPUTS

The main distinguishing feature of capitalist agriculture from the pre capitalist modes is that in the former the inputs in agriculture in the form of (i) irrigation (ii) fertilizers and manures [iii] improved seeds (iv) plant protection (v) drai​nage and reclamation (vi) live​stock and (vii) mechanization; is far greater and effective than that of the latter. Let us now look at the degree of utilization of the above inputs in Indian agriculture today.
(i)
IRRIGATION A regulated supply of water is an indispensable precondition for capitalist agricultural pro​duction. In India, though the water potentialities are immense, the tapping of the available resources is extremely low. Even the water that is tapped is not properly controlled. In India though there are 113.1 million hectares that could be irrigated the area actually under irrigation is only 57.2 million hectares.18
But this is not all, In order to improve the productivity of the soil; irrigation must be closely linked with drainage. But today, due to lack of proper drainage, floods and salination of the irrigated area is a co​mmon occurrence. It is estimated that no less than Rs. 10,000 crores would be needed to improve drainage in Indian agriculture.19
(ii)
FERTILISERS AND

MANURES

These are the nutrients for the plant that has a direct bearing on the productivity. The average consumption of fertilizers on an all-India basis is 29.8 Kgs. per hectre. Within India there are certain states where the fertilizer usage is still less: Assam 2.4 Kgs. per hectre, Madhya Pradesh 9.00 Kgs. per hectre, Orissa 9.3 Kgs. per hectre, Rajasthan 7.7 Kgs per hectre, Tripura 4.0 Kgs per hectre.20 

It would be interesting to com-pare these figures with the fertilizer consumption of some capitalist countries: Nether-land 610 Kgs/hectare, Belgium 520 Kgs/hectare, New Zealand 503 Kgs/hectre; Japan 354 Kgs/hectare.21 

Even this meager consumption of fertilizers in India is not met by sources within the country. The following table throws some light on the source of fertilizers, which feed our agriculture.

The table that about Nitrogenous, 24% of the phos​phorous and 100% of the potash fertilisers is imported - while the remaining so-called indigenous production is with foreign collaboration. Such a situation drains rural capital to the foreign country and retards capital formation in the Indian urban centres. In any freely developing capita​list economy the minimum one would expect is the ability of the urban centres to provide the necessary inputs in agriculture, espe​cially when they are so insignificantly small.

                                     TABLE  III 22

                                  (Thousand Tonnes)

Year                    Nitrogen (N)        Phosphorous (P2O5)
    Potash (K2O)

                     'Indegenous'                  'Indegenous'
             'Indegenous'

                                   Imported                Imported
              Imported

1952/53                     53.1       44.3
             7.4
   —
              ---       3.3

1962/63                    194.2     229.5

88.3
8.0
            —         44.3

1968/69                    563.0     780.1

213.2
90.8
             —       165.2

1979/80                   3224.3    1295.3
763.1
237.1              —       554.5

Also, the above table indicates that in absolute terms there has been a manifold increase in fertilizer consumption over the 28 years. This is often quoted as yet another proof of agri​cultural capitalism. This state​ment becomes utterly absurd when we compare the per acre usage in India of 29.8 Kgs/ hectare with that of a capitalist country like Japan, whose usage is 358 Kgs/hectare. Now, let us turn to the question of manures. Manures, the base to which chemical fertilizers must be added, are the fertility and physical condition of the soil. In India the chief poten​tial source of organic manure is cattle dung and urine. Most of the urine is wasted, while half of the available dung goes as fuel. Also green manure, fish manure, oil cakes etc. are rarely used - indicating a very low level of the systematic application of agronomy, which would be the norm of any capitalist who tend to devise the best methods to maintain the health of their soil.
(iii)
IMPROVED SEED A method to advance agri​culture development is through improved seed utilization. To​day the indigenous strains have low response to fertilizers and are low yielding. The improved seed utilization does not cover even 33.1% of the cultivated area, and the few promising, high yielding varieties are not derived from Indian conditions, but are foreign strains acclimatized in India, of which most have failed. This indicates a complete lack in development of plant-breeding research in India and dependence on foreign technological developments, 

(iv)
PLANT PROTECTION In India crops are extensively damaged by diseases, insects, rodents and other animal pests. The Indian farmer tends to leave plant protection to nature itself. As a result of this, cer​tain of the promising varieties are going out of cultivation eg. TNI paddy; P2. 16F cotton; IR8 paddy. It is estimated that the loss of paddy due to “stem-borer” varies from 15% to 50%, and as yet there is no method of control. The same is true with “rusts” on wheat and sugar cane. In India the average consumption of pesticides. 0.3 Kg/ hectare, 

(v)
DRAINAGE AND
RECLAMATION The patched-up technology and the unscientific use of land in Indian agriculture, has had disa​strous effects on the Indian soil. The cultivation of heavy crops year after year without returning much back to the soil, the use of chemical fertilizers with​out the manure base; etc. has resulted in salination. Also, due to deforestation and a pri​mitive mode of preparation of the soil, it has been estimated that roughly 200 million acres are suffering from soil erosion and that Rs. 8,400 crores will be needed to prevent this ero​sion. 23
(vi) LIVE-STOCK India has the largest number of livestock in the world, (20%) yet its contribution to the culti​vators is very limited. The percentage of agricultural in​come from live-stock is a mere 14 per cent while that of the U.S.A. is 60 per cent, U.K. 78 per cent, W.Germany 71 percent, France 64 percent and Denmark 32 percent24. Italy serves as an illustration of how an increase in live - stock income reflects a development of capitalism in agriculture. In the early 7P30s, about 36 per cent of the natio​nal income of Italy was derived from agriculture and the contri​bution of livestock was only 18 per cent. By the beginning of the 1960s the share of national income from agriculture had declined to 20 per cent, but the contribution of livestock to agriculture had gone up to 37 percent.25
In India the percentage of live​stock income to agricultural income has remained static. . Most of our cattle exist under terrible conditions. In India, cattle has remained chiefly as a source of power and of milk for home consumption, rather than for meat and dairy indu​strial requirements.
(vii) MECHANISATION “Capitalism” on the one hand, in the factory giving rise to and extending the use of, machines in agriculture; on the other, the application of machinery to agriculture is of, a capitalist character, ie. it leads to the establishment of capitalist relations and their further development.26
Mechanization is, in fact, one of the chief manifestations of capitalist farming. As in the case of fertilizers there is mani​fold increase in the utilization of machinery especially, imple​ments like tractors and electric pump sets. In mid 50s there were just 20,000 tractors and \ ,50,000 electric pump sets but by 1975-76 their number increased to 2.42 lakh and 24 lakhs respectively. But still their role in Indian agriculture is secondary. The animal (8.12 million draught animals) and human labor dominates Indian agriculture.
Also, the limited mechanization introduced is entirely dependent on imperialism - either by direct imports or by collaboration agreements, which drain the surplus from agriculture not to industry but abroad. Lenin pointed out that “urban capi​talism strives to provide all the resources of modern science for the development of the technique of agriculture, but it leaves the social position of the producers at the old miserable level....”.28 In India, urban capitalism Is subordinated to imperialism by which the cycle of mutual exchange and accumulation of agricultural capital and national industrial capital is broken, and the process of industrialization, retarded, which, in turn, directly affects the develop​ment of capitalism in agri​culture.
In India the chief factors behind the poor level of inputs in agri​culture are - (i) Small parcels of land; (ii) primitive techni​ques; (iii) isolated character of the economic system; (iv) poverty and miserable condi​tions of most of the producers; (v) large scale unemployment and under-employment resul​ting in very cheap labor; and (vi) insecurity and high rate and degree of tenancy. Also, the cultural backwardness of the producers prevents them from utilizing all the inputs available. All these are in fact manifestations of a semi-feudal made of production.
4.   PRODUCTIVITY TRENDS
The stage of development of agriculture can also be gauged by two factors; labor and land productivity. Marxism points out that the higher the stage of development of agriculture the greater is the degree of land and labor productivity. Since the feudal stage is histo​rically at a lower stage than that of the capitalistic stage, the land and labor producti​vity in a feudal system will be much lower than that of a capitalist system. This can be seen from the tables: IV &. V 

                                                               TABLE IV

Commodity                                                   Land productivity in yields/hectare in Kgs.

Rice                                        India1667       Japan-5503          USA-5244

Wheat                                     India  1410;    USA-2039           Canada-2112

                                                France3760     USSR-1630

Ground-nut                             India-757         Japan-1730           USA-2763.


                                       TABLE Vso

Country                                Average labour productivity per year in agriculture (in US Dollars)

India                                                                    105

Norway                                                               973

UK                                                                      2057

Canada                                                                2126

Japan                                                                   2265

USA                                                                   2408

New Zealand                                                     3481

W Germany                                                       3495

                                            TABLEV VI si

Increase in India  of  the average rate of productivity from 1955/56 to 1978/79.

                                                                                     (1969-70 = 100)

                                                                    1955/56       1965/66      1978/79

Grains

Rice                                                              85.4

95.8
 
108.7


Wheat





77.9

77.3

139.9

All Cereals





87.4

92.3

104.9

Pulses





105.7

103.4

107.0

All foodgrains




`90.8

94.5

105.0

Oil Seeds

Groundnut





70.8

106.1

104.0

Oil Seeds





81.0

101.2

107.0

Fibres

Cotton (lint)




103.9

1-2.4

103.9

Jute






97.2

104.6

122.6

Total Fibres




103.0

103.0

105.6

All Plantation Crops



71.0

96.6

123.4

Miscellaneous

Sugar Cane





75.6

116.1

129.5

Tobacco





94.3

86.6

94.8



Potato





55.7

94.4

166.7

Total Miscellaneous



86.6

115.1

158.8

Total non-food crops



87.0

101.8

116.1

All commodities




90.0

96.1

107.6

The above tables clearly show a very low level of land and labor productivity in Indian agriculture.
Capitalism entails a develop​ment of the productive forces and so the productivity - both in industry as well as in agri​culture. What then has been the increase in productivity of Indian agriculture?
Table VI (See Pagel7) shows that taking 1969/70 as the base (100), the average annual growth of productivity in food grains in the ten years between 1955/56 and 1965/66 was 0. 37which rose to 0.62 in the years between 1965/66 and 1978/79, a small rise. With regards to non-food crops the productivity actually decreased from 1. 48 to 1. 27 in the same two periods above mentioned. The only substantial increase is in the case of wheat. In the case of wheat the average annual growth rate between 1965-66 to 1978-79 is 4.6.
The above figures clearly indi​cate a very low growth in pro​ductivity, in which the produ​ctivity of cash crops is even less than that of food grains. Even a most slowly developing capitalist economy would not show such a trend. Also, considering the growth in popu​lation is approximately 2.5 per cent annually and that the in​crease in productivity of all crops is just 0.76 points annu​ally, the effective development is negative. Also, it can be noticed from the above table that there is a phenomenal degree of fluctuation in produ​ctivity from year to year.
In any developing capitalist country the “”productive forces are continuously increasing, and thereby the productivity increases without significant fluctua​tions. In India, though, there is only a marginal increase in productivity in an absolute sense, the net effect is negative.
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF
DHARMAPURI PEASANT STRUGGLE
The struggle of the peasants of Dharmpuri district against feudal exploitation   and social oppression has put  Tamilnadu on the map of the current pea​sant movements in India.    The fascist repression   let   loose by the MGR Government, which has earned for   Tamilnadu   the reputation   of   a   Police   state has further focused the   atten​tion of the   entire   country on these struggles.   To understand the significance of these peasant struggles, the   socio-economic background of this part of the countryside should be   appre​ciated.
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Like most of rural India, the Tirupattur-Dharmapuri area is still a citadel of feudal power. Even     the      big    landlord/big bourgeois government could not hide this fact.    A study   of the Union Home   Ministry   shows this    very   clearly: It     says, ‘”............ the   pressure on small farmers to leave their lands and become landless laborers, the decline in the real wages of agricultural laborers and the tendency of mass poverty to continue and increase, the review of land ownership and operation, points out that the legislations to bring about a structural change in the rural areas has not had much of an impact”.
Seen from the point of view of accumulation, the major beneficiaries have been the richest section among the farmers, particularly the top one percent. All India comparisons show that in terms of the share of assets, the richest 1% of Tamilnadu topped the list both in 1961-62 and 71-72. At the other end, in terms of average value of assets of the lowest size group, Tamilnadu, in 1971-72, was above Orissa, which was the poorest. There​fore, in the matter of distribu​tion of rural assets Tamilnadu shows the greatest inequality. The earnings of the agricul​tural laborers for all these years have been well below the poverty line.
The following facts of the districts of North Arcot and Dharmapuri will be revea​ling:
There are   about 14,35P margi​nal farmers     and 5000    small farmers     from     who     have emerged a new class of money​lenders    who     have   gradually devoured the small landholders by   charging     interest varying from 200 to 500 percent.    The landless agricultural workers in Tirupattur  taluk     are   10,607. The hamlet of Kadirampathi in Tirupattur   taluk is a classical example.    As against the mini​mum prescribed   wage of  Rs. 7/- for male laborers   (Rs.5/-for females) the practice in the village   is to   engage    Harijans for an annual payment of Rest. 350/-   and two   meals   a day, which works out to  less than a Rupee a day.   The take-home wage is less than even this paltry sum as the   workers are paid a part of   it as advance and the rest is considered as interest on the sum advanced” Bonded labor is widely practiced and indebted farm workers have even pledged their teenaged sons and daughters to the landlords”.
A leader of the Tamilnadu Kamaraj Congress and a sitting MLA, in a letter dated October 8, 1980 addressed to the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu des​cribed the conditions prevailing in Dharmapuri as follows:
“The conditions of agricultural laborers are pathetic. The wages being paid are: Rs. 3 per day for males and Rs. 2 per day for females, until recently the wages paid were Rs. 2 per day for men and Rs. 1-50 per day for women.
SOCIAL OPPRESSION
The minimum wages decreed by the government are not being paid in any villages .The majority of these agricultural workers are Harijans. Casteist oppression is evident everywhere. Even in ordinary teashops Harijans are served tea separately. Harijans are not permitted to wear chappals while walking. They are not allowed to draw water from the village wells. In most of the places Harijans have not been given pattas for their house sites. Therefore, they are not able to get loans or other aid for construction of their houses Large number of educated Harijan youth are unemployed and there are no opportunities for their employ​ment.
The landlords treat agricultural laborers as bonded labor. Even a conservative newspaper like the Hindu describes   the conditions in these terms: “The insecurity and frustration emerging in this typically back​ward area are more disturbing-​Educated youth are discontented; landless   farm - laborers are frustrated,   caste   Hindu -Harijan relations are worsen​ing.”
“All this is a culmination of a chain of events.... starting with the   ruthless    exploitation    of unwary   small   farmers, farm laborers and other backward classes   by    usurious    money​lenders and landlords, denial of legitimate dues to Harijans, Government negligence of the needs of the educated unem​ployed.   Farm wages are very low in this area! Men get Rs. 5 a day and women Rs. 2. They have work only for about six months in a year”. The following description of a Journalist   from   Kerala    who reported on a visit to a Harijan cheri   near    Tirupattur    town gives a vivid    picture   of life here:
“The colony is made up of 400 huts.   The stink from the only public toilet   is unbearable. A starving    family    lives    in    a crumbling Buddhist temple.   A sickly old woman lies under the lamppost.... fighting    off    her death   for   the   past   week.... Almost   all   the children    are afflicted   with    diarrhea     or malnutrition. A good three-mile walk is necessary to get fresh water. These laborers, mainly employed in    agriculture   and construction, get hardly three rupees a day. An average family consists of six members. Ninety percent of   their families have food only once, at night”. “Employment is only available for six months in   the   year. Most work, to   repay   loans borrowed from the    landlord. Everything, including utensils, is mortgaged with the Marwaris in the town.    They    can   get three rupees if they go into the mountains, collect wood, carry it and sell it in the town fifteen miles away”.
LANDLORD  REPRESSION AND THE ‘LOCK - OUT*
Volumes can be written on the plight of the deprived Harijans, who serve as agricultural labor. The Deccan Herald of May 16, 1979 published a special article entitled    “Tale of oppression of   Tamilnadu   Harijan    farm labor”. This article said that; “A new and oppressive weapon in   rural    Tamilnadu    is    the locking out of farm labor. May not be very new, but its wide​spread use is certainly   a recent phenomenon.      Caste    Hindu landlords, who reap sumptuous harvests with    the    sweat   of Harijan   labor, are    consolidating   their   power     to   the detriment of the laborer. “In    December, 1977, lorry loads     of    goondas    attacked Harijan landless   laborers   in Seekinankuppam      village     in Chingleput district. The landlords hired the goondas. (The police pitched in   to add ‘strength’     to     the   goondas’ elbows).   At least 11   Harijan farm workers, who were captu​red and assaulted were   mauled so badly that they suffer visible after-effects    even today - - 17 months since then.   These 11 were trussed up   with    ropes, transported   in a tractor    and dumped in desolate spots.”
In the face of this indiscriminate assault and organized terrorism by the landlord- police-goonda combine, men, women and children fled the village. The rapa​city of these   ruffians was still not satiated and they turned to the   meager   belongings of the Harijans, looting and destro​ying vessels, clothes, grains and whatever they   could lay their hands   on.     Several    hundred goats were also stolen by the rampaging   mob. The   atrocity was apparently   related to the Harridans’ demand for a higher wage and better working condi​tions Work in the field for the weaker sections has come to be looked upon as a matter of the landlords, munificence.   Any murmur   of protest against   this tyrannical attitude leads to a beating up of the ‘deviant’ his dismissal from the farm, persecution, which compels him to flee the village, and the import of labor. Where there is   resistance   to outside labor, cattle   are   grazed    in paddy fields and casuarina trees planted, obviating the   use for labor.
This trend in several villages of Tamilnadu assumes frightening proportions, parallel to the rising   incidence   of  economic deprivation of the Harijans. The number of civil right offen​ces, particularly in the districts of Salem and   Coimbatore are proof of the landlord’s arrogance in defiantly clamping economic sanctions and   social ostracism against the Harijans.    In most places   atrocities   on   Harijans are followed by throwing them out of work. Instead, casuarina trees are grown on a large scale in the   wake of   the   Harijan laborers’ exit, particularly in Salem and Chingleput districts. In Seekinankuppam, as far as the eye can see, except for a few stragglers, no hands are in the field. Only acres and of casurina trees. The number of these trees has been rising since 1976.
The roots of labor being ‘loc​ked out’ go back to October 1976. Tension sprouted over the question of wages. For ge​nerations the Harijans had been paid in kind. If converted into cash their wages don’t exceed Rs. 1 for a man and 75 paisa for a woman per day. The Harijans and their families were bonded to the landlords. The work in the fields and the landlords’ homes spanned from dawn, till night neither the nature of work nor the number of hours was definite. Any slackness in this inhuman schedule was met with severe retribution. Punishment, by, the village feudals, at its mildest was a public beating or worse, physical torture and starvation. Many had to run for their life from the village.
The Harijan labor is also sub​ject to extreme social and cul​tural discrimination in Seekinan​kuppam. Until recently the women were compiled to be without blouses and ‘any kind of ornaments. They had to wear sarees, which do not reach below the knee. The landlord’s atti​tude forced them to be shabby in appearance, not being allowed to comb knot their hair. Any adornment, like flowers or rib​bons is forbidden. The harijans are not allowed to use brass vessels. And pots are a must to emphasize their lowly status in the village. To ask for food re​quires the use of the word ‘Kanji’ (gruel) and not ‘Saadam’ (rice).
Women are addressed only in abusive language with the most obnoxious sexual connotations. Children are never to be sent to school. The only recourse for a Harijan parent, who wants his child to attend school is to have the child sent out of the village, which few can afford. Any breach of this oppressive conduct code laid down by the Reddy landlords is met with humiliating punishment, as it is considered getting above their status in life. The privations of the Harijan community are heightened by the lack of potable water and power. There is no electricity in the Harijan cheri. Water, they have to fetch from a stagnant pool in the next village, is used for all purposes from drinking to washing and scru​bbing cattle.
LANDLESS LABOURERS
Coming to “land distribution” and “protection of tenancy rights”, it is public knowledge that although Harijans were cultivating tenants for genera​tions none of the so called land reforms changed the status of the landless poor. To take the example of Seekinankuppam, Pemindurava and Paramankeni, villages, the implementation of the Madras Estates (Abolition and conversion into Ryotwari) Act, which is supposed to abolish Jamindaris and confer ryotwari rights on the tenants, did nothing of the sort to the Harijans of the village. A spe​cial article in Deccan Herald observes:
“The tenancy rights granted under the Act have either been hidden or denied. Instead, the lands covered by this Act have come under the ownership and control of nine dominant Reddy -families. These lands have in effect become Zamins with the Harijans as their bonded laborer” 

Not even a cent of the large poromboke land has been allo​tted to the Harijans of Seeki​nankuppam, Large acres are benami lands, controlled by two major landlords — Namadeva Reddy and Bangaraswami Reddi. In defiance of the law they are alleged to have appropriated Government land, with the full knowledge of the revenue officials. Whether poromboke or surplus land, not a bit of it has benefited the landless. Even the patta for the houses of the Harijans are in the names of the landlords. Today, a tense situation pre​vails in Seekinankuppam. The laborers have been denied work for the last two years and hundreds of acres of wet land is left uncultivated amounting to an agricultural lockout”.
In fact according to one esti​mate, Tirupattur Dharmapuri had twenty thousand bonded slaves who were paid from a rupee to a rupee and half a day.
No less an authority than the Home Ministry remarked that the Harijans found it difficult to get justice when they com​plain to the authorities, on account of the power of vested interests in the rural areas and their own illiteracy and backwardness.
Based on figures furnished by the Tamilnadu Government the report noted that in 1978 the offences of murder, rape arson, grievous hurt and other offences against Harijans more than doubled over the previous year. In 1978 there were four mur​ders, eight cases of grievous hurt, six of rape, four of arson and 108 other offences. From a mere five in 1975 and 18 in 1976 the number of offences recorded by the police under the Act shot up to 1,400 in 1977. In 1978 it was 977 and in the first three months of 1979, the number reported was 302.
THE WRIT OF THE LANDLORD
The plight of the agricultural labor can be better under​stood from the opposite side also, from the angle of the monopoly and domination of the landlords. A prominent civil liberties champion of this area has the following to say on this aspect:
Though the Vanniya commu​nity constitutes the dominant section of the population, the area was virtually ruled by the Reddys who monopolized the landed property.
“Originally the Reddiars alone were the land-owning commu​nity. Till 1964 none other than a Reddiar owned land in this area. Besides lands, the weekly shandies were another arena for money spinning. The Reddiars purchased the right to the area for holding shandies at auctions.
They made maximum capital of these rights by collecting fan​tastic amounts from the pea​sants and traders who came to sell their cattle, poultry and farm produce. For the invest​ment of a few thousand rupees they could rake in several lakhs of rupees as profits. The sale price for, goats and farm produce brought there was inflated with the middleman Reddiar collecting the lion’s share of it. Festival time was fleecing time at the shandies; the peasant would charge the same, but the contractors would hike the already inflated price for cattle and produce.
There were many manifestations of the Reddiars’ unchallenged writ. The bulls brought to​gether for scheduled tights would often attract a Reddiar because of its sturdiness or performance in the ring. The Reddiar would order the man who brought it to tie it in his house. Otherwise, the man had no hope of walking away alive.
‘Women were another victim, treated not very differently from the prized bull. If a Reddiar sighted beautiful women he would ask her to go to the ‘respective’ field where he would meet her. If a husband or any male member happened to be present when a Reddiar’s lust brought him to their house, he was expected to make a submissive exit. They could lay their hands on any woman and no traditional mores acted as a restraint.
‘Even a ten year-old boy from the Reddiar community would go to the cheri (busti) and order the eldest person to send a workforce to carry out some work in the field of his parents. Protests of other commitments were futile when the Reddiar had issued a command-In fact, Vanniyas as a commu​nity is numerically more in the area but they fared no better than the scheduled castes in the economic sphere in the back​ward areas. Mostly agricul​tural laborers and small peasants, a very tiny section amongst them had the privilege of property titles. Inciting the prestige of caste labels, the upper caste landlords and usurers used these vanniyas against Harijans to perpetuate their feudal authority in villa​ges.
Dharmapuri district with its four taluks of Hosur, Krishnagiri,. Harur and Dharmapuri is not very different from Tirupattur in terms of social degra​dation of large sections of the population, and growing unemployment in the urban and semi urban areas. Most of the district is dry (total arable land is 4,23,610 hectares out of which only 65, 618 hectares is irrigated) except for a fertile belt in the Pennagaram area. Caste wise it is predominantly a Vanniya district but Chettiars are entrenched at the top of the caste hierarchy. Besides being the biggest landlord usurers they virtually control the entire hotel industry and transport, run schools and colleges and monopolies the handloom and textile industries.
Besides the unquestionable so​cial oppression and unbridled economic exploitation that these landlords perpetuate in the countryside, today, this Reddiar landlord community enjoys a considerably big share of the political power and pa​tronage also. In the villages, state power and monopoly over local social tyranny become coterminous in the hands of’ the notorious landlord class. The swiftness, with which the servi​ces of the coercive armed forces of the state were placed at the bee and call of these feu​dal chieftains, when growing peasant resistance just started challenging their authority, cle​arly points to this aspect. This becomes all the more obvious when We see that the State government made these noto​rious landlords, the political and military chiefs of “peasant welfare commutes and volun​tary corps” formed in the villages at the instance of the Police authorities. These organizations are nothing but the creation of the police-landlord combine intended to trample underfoot the rising tide of the peasant, upsurge.
THE PEASANT MOVEMENT

So it is not surprising that an anti feudal peasant upsurge has first surfaced in this North Arcot-Dharmapuri area, where feudal oppression and exploi​tation is most rampant. Natu​rally, the peasant movement in this area does particularly take on the form of challenging the social oppression of the Reddiar landlords perpetrated over the Harijan agricultural laborers.
Significantly it took the form of undermining the social authority of the landlords in the Villages, through a usurpation of the institution of panchayats (local adjudi​cation of deposits) by throw​ing out the feudals, at least in some cases, from the ma​nagement of the weekly shandys and thus democratizing them to some extent. So also the hitherto unquestioned exploitation of the usurers is set at naught for the first time in several decades. Besides, there have been many struggles to demand more wages for agri​cultural labor as well as stru​ggles to fight back the eviction of tenants. Even with these initial struggles, in the first round of the anti —feudal battle, the feudal autho​rity has been shaken at its foundation and the state government has jumped into the arena with its naked repressive mea​sures, in order to extinguish the flames of peasant struggle and save its tribe of exploiters.
The peasants of Dharmapuri, for some time now, are experien​cing a most crushing and cruel fascist repression that it has never seen before,. But, this repression has not been able to suppress the movement. It is prepared to strike back with redoubled vigor, and advance the anti feudal peasant movement in Dharmapuri.__________
RELEASE  POLITICAL PRISONERS! PEOPLES  RALLY   DEMANDS   NTR  GOVERNMENT

A big rally of about ten thousand peasants, youth, stu​dents and workers was held at Hyderabad on 19th March 83 to demand of the Andhra Pradesh State Government the immediate release of all political prisoners, detoxification of disturbed areas; institution of a public enquiry into the so called ‘encounter deaths’ and the lifting of police camps. This rally was jointly held under the banners of A. P. C. L. C. (Andhra Pradesh civil Liberties committee) and P. U. C. L. (Andhra Branch). Showing placards and shouting full-throated slogans for the release of Comrade K. S and other Political prisoners, the demonstrators marched to the Andhra Pradesh Secretariat and presented a memorandum to the Chief Minister. The delegation, which met the Chief Minister, included Swamy Agnivesh of Haryana.
The Chief Minister is said to have urged the deputations to advise their brothers to give up violence. The delegation explained at length that it is his police and the landlords who were perpetrating brutal viole​nce on the people. Thy gave him a vivid description of some concrete instances of the ghastly repression and how several villages and colleges have been turned into police camps for years together. They told him that the police authorities are arbitrarily prohibiting even college day celebrations where revolutionary writers, intellectuals and cultural workers are invited to participate.
A largely attended public meeting was also held outside the Secretariat building where speakers vehemently condemned the brutal repression of the police and demanded an immediate end to this fascist repression. The meeting was presided over by Civil Liberties activist from Warangal, Balagopal, and was addressed by Advocate K.G. Kannabiran, the president of APCLC and PUCL. The meeting was also addressed by Swami Agnivesh who force​fully exposed the pretension of “non-violence” of the State-Government and ruling classes and gave a spirited call to build up a concerted, popular resis​tance movement to the repression let loose by the State Government. State Janata Party leader, Narasimha Reddy, the famous poet, Kaloji Narayan Rao and Civil Liberties leader from Tamilnadu, Manoharan. also spoke.
In spite of intermittent rain: which disturbed the meeting twice the Rally and the public meeting was well attended with women participating in good numbers. Also large contingent of poor peasants were present at the demonstration.
The Andhra Pradesh Radical Youth League and Andhra Pradesh Radical Students Union actively participated in the demonstration, carrying out a statewide propaganda campaign and mobilizing public opinion in a big way, which helped contribute to the success of the Rally.
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