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muclear Peal:

US ST00GE MANAMOHAN FURTHER TIES
INDIA TO US SHOE STRINGS

HE so-called 123 Nuclear

Agreement signed by
Washington and New Delhi isa charter to
tie India further and more tightly to the
apron strings of US imperialism. It hasto
be read in conjunction with the Hyde Act
2006, which is binding on the US and
thereby on this123 Agreements. The dedl,
as Bush said at the very inception of the
negotiations, is to further facilitate the
strategic ties between Indiaand the USin
the field of defense. In addition US big
business expects giant lucrative dealsasa
result of this agreement and Indian big
businessis planning for asmall cut of the
cake. That is why the Prime Minister
arrogantly says this agreement will stand
in spite of the opposition

strategy, it also forces India to serve US
foreign policy. Yet the stooge Prime
Minister saysit noway infringeson India's
sovereignty! Besides legally calling for a
recall of all equipment for reprocessing in
case of violation of the agreement, it has
such clausesthat demand of Indiato take a
stand against Iran’s supposed nuclear
proliferation and the Act has introduced
the highly controversial Proliferation
Security Initiative. The Hyde Act also
contains in its preamble the objective of
confirming the US non-proliferation goal
and its injunction against selling
reprocessing technology. Thiswasinitialy
objected to by the Indian government. It
even has such humiliating clauses as to

India of the right to conduct a nuclear test
and the right to process spent fuel — a
defacto bilateral CTBT, which Indiahad so
long refused to sign. It can cut off nuclear
suppliesat any timecrippling al the nuclear
reactors. In addition the US right for end-
use verification would mean USinspectors
freely roaming India snuclear installations.
Besides, UShig businessand the Indian
compradors are waiting to sign gigantic
business deals at the cost of the people of
the country. TheWall Street Journal carried
an extensive report about the dependency
of military and business operations
between India and the US on the nuclear
deal, where, according to the newspaper,
at least $250 billion of military, energy and
nuclear reactor salesare

by all the parties and even
his governments ‘left’
allies. They know full well
that the‘ opposition’ ismere
mock political gimmickry as
all these parties have been
kow-towingtothe USwhen
they themselves have been
in power. The CPM, that is
closer to other imperialist
powers like Russia, is also
known only to squeak
when it comesto opposing

Ststement of 0PI

(Msoist)

The Hindu reported in itsAugust 23 issue astatement by Com Azad,
spokesperson of the CPI (Maoist), referring to the deal as “a total sell-
out”. The statement warned that the Centre’s move to push through the
accord would lead to a “perpetual dependence of our country on the
US'. The statement further accused the MNCs, GE and Westinghouse,
of playing akey rolein pushing the deal on India’'s back, as they would
derive huge profits from energy contracts. The deadl, it said, would make
Indiatotally dependent on the USfor nuclear fuel suppliesand by giving
the UStheright to terminate the agreement on aone year written notice,
the country would be pushed deep into the vice-like grip of the US.

hinged on the nuclear
deal. It added “ifitfalls
apart it will have real
near-term

consequences  for
everyonein the defense
industry”.

Simultaneously
India’s big comprador
houses are working
overtime to change the
laws so that it can enter
the nuclear energy

theUS.

It is the Hyde Act that has the most
humiliating clauses for Indiaand it is this
Act that governs how the US will
implement the deal. This has been clearly
spelt out by the US imperialists. Nicholas
Burns said on July 28" “we had to make
sure that everything under the civilian
nuclear agreement and the 123 Agreement
was completely consistent with the Hyde
Act and well within the bounds of the Hyde
Act”. He adds “if there is any reason for
the US to invoke the right of return (of
nuclear fuel) we can certainly do so.......
.and to do so there could be about six
reasons that could happen and only one
isto dowith nuclear tests’. The HydeAct
isadomestic USlaw, which givesdirectives
to the 123 agreement. It was passed in
December 2006. Under the Act, the US
President has to annually report to the US
Congress that India's foreign policy is
congruent to that of the US and more
specificaly Indiajoining the US effortsin
isolating and even sanctioning Iran.

The (Henry) Hyde Act not only draws
India into the clutches of the US defense

demand that India oppose the so-called
nuclear proliferation by Iran.

By breaking this agreement into two
frames — the Hyde Act and the 123
Agreement — the Indian rulers and their
US masters thought they could better fool
theIndian massesand most of theextremely
humiliating clause have been kept in the
Hyde Act and out of the 123 Agreement.
Later, if the US plans to take any action
against India it just has to say that it is
acting according toitsown law. The Indian
rulersand particularly the PM’smain agents
(particularly the National Security Advisor,
the main architect of the deal) have used
their Chanakya cunning to keep the 123
Agreement vague while alowing the real
teeth to be in the Hyde Act. Then they can
‘innocently’ claim that HydeAct isnothing
to do with Indiaand is part of US law on
which India has no say. What isworst this
Agreement isfor an unprecedented period
of 40 years. Never have an agreement of
this kind been for such long duration.

In essence the agreement is a Charter
for dependence onthe USand will deprive

business. A draft
legislation amending the Atomic Energy
Act, permitting other companies (besides
NTPC) has been doing the rounds of
various ministriessincethefirst discussion
started between the USand India. Besides,
NTPC, Tatas, Reliance, GMR group and
others are preparing to enter this sector.
But this nuclear agreement is not just
about increasing US business; it is the
continuation of a deep military tie-up
between the two countries. The agreement
is for an unbelievable 40 years. Till as of
now no such agreement has been for such
alengthy period. Thereisamassivetie up
of theIndian Navy withthe US. TheIndian
Navy is being targeted by the US for big
cooperation described as the US's
“Strategic Sword Arm”. In early September
thisyear the Indian Navy is set to join the
biggest ever maritime exercise with the
“Quadrilateral”, includingtheUS, Australia
and Japan. In addition the US secretly sold
to Indiaits ageing USS Trenton, together
with six H-3 helicoptersin Jan 2007. It is
also selling the overhauled landing ship

Continued on page5
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MusLiMs To Hang, Hinbu Fascists PROMOTED, FOR SIMILAR

N July 26 2007 Justice Kode's

TADA court began sentencing
the 100 convicted persons (Muslims) of
the March 12" 1993 bomb blasts case in
which 257 peoplewerekilled and 1400 were
injured. Out of these 100 accused, 96 were
convicted, 20 weregiven lifeimprisonment
(up to death) and 12 were given the death
sentence. The‘evidence' against most was
scanty; and the judgment passed after 14
years of incarceration.

Rubin Memon was given a life
sentence, as an abandoned Maruti car,
found a few days after the bomb attack
with an AK-47 and some ammunition,
happened to bein her name. Ironically her
husband, Suleiman, was acquitted. Sanjay
Dutt got six yearsfromthe TADA court for
possessing a weapon; while Shiv Sena
MLA, Sarpotdar, did not even spend a
singleday injail eventhough hewas caught
red-handed by the army in a car that had
unlicensed weapons, machetes, etc while
inciting mobs during curfew at the peak of
theriots.

Yakub Memon, portrayed by themedia
as to be one of the king pins, one of the
many brothersof Tiger Memon (the prime
accused, and now in Pakistan), isthe most
educated of the Memon brothers. He was
educated in an English medium school and
college and had a flourishing Charted
Accountant business. He, along with his
wife, parents, brothers, Suleiman and
Rubina, left the country soon after the
blasts. They returned in 1994 after
assurances of leniency weregivento them
by the Indian government. But al were
arrested immediately on arrival. Yakub
squealed all that he know to the police on
later investigation and played to the
government tune implicating Pakistan in
the blasts. Yet, neither he nor his two
younger brothers (both of whom have
become psychiatric casesin thejail) were
granted bail in this 14-year period. Now
Yakub has been given the death sentence
and histwo brothers, lifeimprisonment. He
has not been ableto bring up hischild who
was delivered two months after his
imprisonment.

Though the methods used by these
Muslim fundamentalists, of killing the

CRIMES

public, isnot only wrong, it isalso counter-
productive; yet it isthe pent-up fury within
the community that is easily exploited by
not only the fundamentalists and Pakistan
govt. but even the Indian government.
Such bomb blasts only assist the
government in whipping up hysteria and
giving legitimacy toitsincreasingly terrorist
measures against all the struggling masses,
including the victimized Muslims. The
present judgments of passing the death
sentence on such alarge number of persons
is unprecedented and displays the
thoroughly Hindu fascist bias of the very
state machinery itself. Thisis particularly
glaring as not a single person has been
convicted in the riots preceding the bomb
blast which took four times the number of
lives, in spiteof all evidencebeing provided
by the Srikrishna Commission Report.

It was on Dec 6" 1992 that the Hindu
fascists destroyed the sacred Babri Masjid
with full cooperation of the then Congress
government at the Centre. 15 years have
now passed and the 2 FIRsfiled have never
been acted upon. Oneisagainst ‘ unknown’
kar sevaks and the other is against 49
accused, including Advani, Joshi, Singhal,
and others. It was immediately after this
that riots broke out throughout the country
with the Hindu fascists attacking Muslim
in an organized way with full cooperation
of the state machinery. The worst was in
Mumbai, where the police, Shiv Senaand
congress government unleashed mayhem
against Muslims. In the riots (actually an
anti-Muslim pogrom) that took place from
Jan.1993 about 1,000 werekilled and 2,000
injured; the bulk of these were Muslims.
The bomb blast took place at the end of
these riots on March 12 07. The
government appointed the Shrikrishna
Commission to look into the riots of
Mumbai. { Shrikrishnaisaretired judge of
the Supreme Court and now heads the 6"
Pay Commission.}

The Commission produced itsreportin
1998 and the government decided to set up
a Special Task Force to implement the
findings of the Shrikrishna Commission.
But, sincethen not asingle action hasbeen
taken against those clearly implicated by
the report. The Shrikrishna Commission

indicted 31 policemen, including Joint
Commissioner of Palice, R.D.Tyagi; police
inspectors Patankar, Wahule; sub-inspector
Vasant Moreand Shiv Sena/BJP politicians
like Sarpotdar, Gopinath Munde and Ram
Naik for inciting the mobs. Of these 31 not
only hasno action been taken, 10 have since
been promoted. Sarpotdar went on to
become a MP and Ram Naik a Cabinet
Minister. IntheHari Magidfiring at Wadaa
where 6 Muslimswerekilled in cold blood
the Shrikrishna Commission Report
specifically indicted the police and sub-
inspector Nikhil Kapse. Kapse has been
promoted, and instead, police charges of
murder and rioting have been framed
against 54 Muslims.

The ShrikrishnaCommission Report is
gathering dust and only when there has
now been a hue and cry for its
implementation Sonia Gandhi is making
some pretenseto saveface (andtheMuslim
vote-bank). The Supreme Court went so far
as to say that “it cannot pass any specific
direction merely on the basis of the
findings of theinquiry Commission”. This
was in response to a petition filed in the
midst of the present stream of hangings
being passed. But against the slum-
dwellers and so-called encroachments it
can pass order after order just on the basis
of a PIL!!! At the height of the present
controversy Shrikrishna said that in the 5-
years of preparing the report he could have
disposed of 20,000 cases; but went on to
add “all the way from the CM to a police
constable there is a heavy bias’.

But this is not only the fate of the
ShrikrishnaCommissionreport; all similar
reports indicting the Hindu fascists have
always gone without any action
whatsoever. The perpetrators of the
Malianecommuna massacre of 1987 areyet
to be charge-sheeted; inthe 1984 anti Sikh
riots no one is nailed; the perpetrators of
the post-Godhragenocide continueto roam
free; and even after 10 years since the
killing of 11 dalits at Ramabai Nagar,
Ghatkopar, Mumbai, no action is taken
against the police responsible. On the
contrary hundreds of dalits continuetoface
police cases and in spite of the Justice
Gundewar Committee report indicting the
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police and sub-inspector Kadam
(responsible for the firing) no action has
been taken. The murderers of hundreds of
Sikhs at Delhi in 1984 continue to be
prestigious leaders of the Congress; and
themassmurderer of hundredsof Naxalites
in 1972, Priya Ranjandas Munshi, istoday
a senior Cabinet minister in the UPA
government.

Meanwhile the ex-Mahrashtra Shiv
Sena CM, Manohar Joshi, has threatened
violenceif any attempt ismadetoimplement
thefindingsof the ShrikrishnaCommission
Report. He said “communal passions will
get inflamed and society will stand
exposed to thethreat of being torn asunder
if .......”. Manohar Joshi was Maharashtra
CM in 1998 when the Shrikrishna Report
was submitted. The Congress government
in Maharashtra, in order to saveit self from
the mounting criticism on it for not

implementing the Shrikrishna report is
trying to make a show of taking some
action. Todivert attention it first announced
aspecial police cell tolook into the cases;
when thiswas openly mocked at (the police
are the main accused) the CM announced
that special courtswould be set up to look
into the cases. But as happened over the
past sixty yearsno Hindu fascistsand their
police henchmen will face any problems.
[ronically when time and again it has
been the government that hasbeen directly
or indirectly involved in most of the
communal riotsthat have taken place (and
not just during the Gujarat genocide), the
Centre has introduced a draft new Bill
entitled * Communal Violence (Prevention,
Control, and Rehabilitation of victims) Bill’
which seeks to give more powers to the
State governments to deal with such a
situation. Itislike putting salt in thewound.

The story goes on and on where Hindu
fascists are let of f free in spite of the most
gruesome murders, genocides and rapes
committed by them; while the common
masses are arrested tortured, killed in fake
encounters and now even sent to the
galows it they dare to resist the powers
that be. This is the nature of the justice
meted out by the Indian penal system. Itis
quitenatural that people havelost totd faith
in this system and seek justice through
other means. Redl justiceto the perpetrators
of the horrible crimes against the masses
can only be really achieved in people's
courts with the masses deciding the
sentence. The Hindu fascists and police
responsible for the continuous
genocides.... 1984, 1992/93, 2002 and
numerous others must be severely
punished by the masses. Only then justice
will be seen to be done. PM

Continued from page 3

USSNashvilleto India. In addition amore
than $10billion deal isat stakewhereIndia
plans to buy 126 multiple-role warplanes
and 200 helicopters.

Two months back in an unprecedented
move the Indian government allowed the
docking of aUS nuclear ship at the Chennai
port for five days. 5,000 US marines then
roamed freely all over the city without any
visa or document required under normal
circumstances by foreigners. These same
ships are used in the war against Irag and
such participation amounts to a defacto
participation in the US war. Yet there was
no opposition from any political party
including the DMK government in
Tamilnadu. The CPM put up a mock
opposition (soon withdrawn) and diverted
thereal issue of the question of sovereignty
of the country to merely an environmental
issue. When the PM was asked whether
such permission had been given he merely
retorted that the docking was routine and
did not require specific permission. In other
words allowing American marinesinto the
country and an American warship into
Indian watersis“routine”!!

Finally, the deal has to be passed by
the US Congress and requires endorsement
by the IAEA and also the 45-member
Nuclear Supplier’s group. It isironic that
suchamajor International agreement while
it has to be passed by the Congressin the
USiin India it does not even requires the
ratification of parliament! And asfar asthe
NSG endorsement goes even here the US
has backtracked on itsearlier assurancethat
it would get the NSG to amend its

guidelines to ensure “full civil nuclear
cooperation and trade at the international
level”. In the July 2005 joint statement it
was clearly stated that responsibility for
getting the NSG to amend itsguidelinesto
alow nuclear commerce with India rests
with Washington and not Delhi. The
present Joint Statement shifts this
responsibility onto Indiawiththe USgiving
verbal assurances that it will back India's
demand. Primarily it must be remembered
that thisAgreement ispart of the systematic
plan of the US to draw the Indian ruling
classesinto its geo-political strategic orbit
to act asits gendarme in the region, much
aslsrael doesin West Asia. Thiswas stated
as such by US Secretary of State
CondoleezzaRice' sinfamous 2000 Foreign
Affairs articlein Ashley Tellis's Carnegie
Endowment paper proposing the deal,
which says: “if the US is serious about
advancing its geopolitical objectives in
Asia, it would almost by definition help
New Delhi develop strategic capabilities
such that India’s nuclear weaponry and
nuclear forces could deter against the
growing an utterly more capable nuclear
forces Beijing is likely to possess....... K
This most humiliating agreement is
supposedly being opposed by the entire
oppositionand alsothe‘Left’ allies. If that
werereally the casethey could easily strike
it down. But their opposition is not
consistent and is aimed merely at duping
their own rank-and-file who would be
embarrassed by such a humiliating
agreement. The BJP has always been a
vehement spokesman of closer tieswith the
US and when in power has taken concrete

steps in that direction. And the so-called
‘left’ has developed the knack of making
much noise and in the din allowing the
most reactionary and traitorouslegidations
to be passed. When the stooge PM made
his speech in the Lok Sabha, which was
full of lies, half truths and outright
distortions, while the opposition shouted
slogans, the CPI/CPM and other ‘left’ sat
silently through the speech and merely at
the end just walked out. Till date while
the BJP is demanding a vote on this
agreement in parliament under rule 184 the
CPM leader Yechuri has been giving
statements that the Cabinet has full
congtitutional authority to take decisions
on international issues. They are seeking
ways to wriggle out of even nominal
opposition. It they really were opposed to
this agreement they can easily walk out of
the government. Knowing their
spinelessness the PM outrightly
challenge them “to do their worst”.

While parliament wastes much timein
debates, which have little value, there is
urgent need for the people of the country
to take to the streets and launch amassive
opposition to this deal with the US.
Not only that, the people must demand an
end to all military exercises with the
US and kicking out the FBI and CIA from
our country as a first step against the
US's growing clutches in the country.
There is need for vehement opposition in
the streets against this deal and it
is time the masses awoke to the
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SACHAR CoMMITTEE REPORT EXPOSES THE HORRIBLE

PLIGHT OoF MusLIMS IN INDIA

Jayant

STICE Rgjinder Sachar Committee

as constituted for collecting
systematic information on Muslim’ssocio
economic status and public and private
sector opportunities compared to
other communities. It was also asked to
analyze the above data and suggest the
areas of intervention by the government
to address the issues relating to the socio
economic and educational status of the
Muslim community, which is about
156 million and constitutes 13.5 percent
and about one-third of the world’s
Mudlims.

Itisthefirst ever-comprehensive study
about the status of the Muslim community
India. Thefindingsof the Sachar Committee
unmask the “secular” garb of the Indian
state and clearly expose its communal
character. It explainsclearly how Muslims
are treated as secondary citizens of this
country.

The report essentialy deals with the
relative deprivation of Muslims when
compared to other social religious
communities in various dimensions of
development. This deprivation is mainly
attributed to discrimination and poverty.
The discrimination faced by the Muslims
is unique and can’'t be seen in other
minority communitiesin Indialike Jains,
Sikhs and Parsis. The data presented in
the Sachar Committee also highlights the
sense of insecurity of Muslims.

Muslimsin this country are not part of
themainstreaminthesociety but areclearly
on the margins of the structures of the
economic, social and political framework.
They aremore vulnerable and thisfact was
glaringly clear on many occasions
particularly during the recent communal
riots. Their vulnerability to attack is
because of their lack of representation in
the hierarchies of power. The condition of
Musdlimsin Gujarat isaperfect examplefor
this. Muslims constitute just 9 percent of
the state’s population and are scattered
across Villages and districts; particularly
after 2002 they were systematically
hounded out of mgjor residential areasand
not allowed to return.

Education:

Inthe areaof education, the Committee
report shows clearly that the literacy and
educational status of the Muslims is
particularly low. The literacy rate among
Muslimsisfar below the national average
and this gap is greater in urban areas and
inwomen. Both Mean Years of Schooling
(MY S) and attendance levels of Muslims
arelow in absolute numbersin comparison
with other socio-religious groups.
According to the 2001 census, 59 percent
of Muslims are literate as compared to
national average of 65 percent.

Twenty-five percent of Mudlim children
inthe six to fourteen age group have either
never been to school or have dropped out
at some stage.

It is commonly falsely believed that
Muslimsbeing conservative prefer to send
their children to madrasas, where they
acquire religious and other education. At
the al Indialevel, amere 3 percent of all
Muslim children of school going-age are
enrolled in madrasas. Muslims are not
averse to sending their children to
mainstream schools. Like others, amgjority
of themiddle classMuslims prefer to send
their children to regular mainstream
schools. But despite their willingness and
ability to pay all of them don’'t have access
tocertain‘good’ schoolsfor oneor another
reason. In some cases, when they succeed
in sending their children to some such
schools they don’t find a congenial
atmosphere. They experience an
atmosphere of marginalization and
discrimination.

A very important reason for this low
education is the absence of primary
schools in their vicinity. More than 1000
villageswith Mudlim concentration in West
Bengal, Bihar and UP do not have any
schools. The situationisworsein villages
with asmaller Muslim population.

Because of this exclusion of the
Muslims from educational opportunities,
the disparity in graduate attainment rates
between Muslimsand other categorieshas
been widening since the 1970s in both
urban and rural aress.

In higher education, the differences

between Muslims and others stand out
even more sharply. In the initial phases of
planning, Muslims had a higher graduate
attainment rate than SCsand STs. That has
now changed and the | atter havetaken over
the Muslims. Only one out 25
undergraduate students and one out of 50
postgraduate students in “premier
colleges’ areMuslims.

Thelow educational status of Muslims
may also be partly due to the lack of
employment opportunities. This can be
clearly seen from the data presented in the
report, which showsthat the unemployment
rate among Muslim graduatesisthe highest
among socio-religious communities, both
poor and not poor. It is further supported
by the fact that Muslims do not see
education as necessarily translating into
formal employment. Thusthelow perceived
returns from education have aienated the
Muslims from the education system.

Employment
Opportunities

Worker population ratios are lower for
Muslims than any other socio-religious
community and thisismore soin therural
areas. Muslim women fare even worse in
both rural and urban areas; their lowest
figures for work participation show up in
urban aress.

Muslim participation is lower in
professional, technical, clerical and
managerial work. In proportion to their
population, Muslims are relatively much
fewer in the formal sector, in both public
and private sector employment, which
provide some measure of social security,
status and power. We can see a very high
concentration of Muslims in self-
employment activities. More than half of
the Muslim workers are self-employed in
household enterprises. They are
concentrated more in certain industries
such astobacco and textile products, retail
and wholesale trade; and sale, repair and
maintenance of motor vehicles, electrical
machinery and apparatus manufacturing.
On the whole, more Muslims than others
are to be found in production-related
activities and transport equipment
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operation. About 34 per cent of Muslims
are engaged in such occupations as against
21 per cent of all workers. Again, Muslims
aremore highly represented than othersin
salesrelated work. Muslim participationis
relatively lower in professional, technical,
clerical and manageria work, particularly
in urban areas.

Under thecurrent globalization policies,
employment intheformal sector isany way
gradually and systematically sinkinginthe
past two decades. Workers of all the
deprived communitiesfacethe brunt of this
process as most of them work as self-
employed, casua or regular salary workers
in the informal sector. A large number of
regular workers in the formal (small and
medium industries; and also public sector
likerailways) aswell astheinformal sector
areemployed, onapiece-rate system. They
are without any social security. Muslims
are the most vulnerable among such
regular workers. Asmany as 73 per cent of
the Muslims, as against 63 per cent of SC/
ST and OBC “regular workers” are
employed without any written contract.

Most of them are not €eligible for any
social benefits. Only a very small
proportion of them get the benefit of
provident fund, pension, healthcare, etc.
Their earnings are low. The difference in
earnings between Hindus and Muslimsis
much larger inthe private than public sector.
Their job conditions (length of contract,
social security benefits and the like) even
as regular workers are poorer than those
for other socio-religiousgroups. Further, it
isfound that they tend to be more insecure
and vulnerable in terms of conditions of
work.

Further, the concentration of Muslim
workers in self-employment — street
vending, small trades and enterprises
ensures perhaps that the community as a
wholeisfar more exposed to the disruptions
and damage caused by urban conflict and
violence. Theimmensefragility of Muslim
participation and thelow level of their asset
accumulation in general further intensify
their vulnerability to the displacements,
physical and economic caused by
situations of continuous communal strife.

Muslim participation is lower than the
workers of other socio-religious groupsin
regular salaried jobs especially in
government or in large public and private
sector enterprises. In case of government

jobsthesituationismuch worse. Thereare
only 3 per cent MusimsinthelAS, 1.8 per
centintheIFSand amere 4 per cent inthe
IPS. Thereare 4.5 per cent Muslimsin the
railways and they are overwhelmingly at
the lower levels. In the postal servicesand
banks, Muslims are very poorly
represented. Even in the universities and
educational institutions there are only 4.7
per cent Muslims. Their participation in
government jobs shows a negative trend
for example in 1960, 4.5 per cent of 1AS;
and 4.04 per cent of IPS officers were
Muslims and it has decreased to 3 and 4
per cent, respectively, in 2006.

Thereis adight variation in different
states. The highest percentage of
government employment for Muslimsisin
Assam (11.2 per cent) but thisis also far
less than the share of the state’'s Muslim
population (30.9 per cent). Other stateswith
a better picture of representation are:
Karnataka (8.5 per cent job sharealongside
a population proportion of 12.2 per cent);
Gujarat (5.4 per cent against 9.1 per cent);
Tamil Nadu (3.2 per cent against 5.6 per
cent).

The most glaring cases of Muslims'
deprivation in government jobs are found
inthe Left-ruled states of West Bengal and
Kerala. InWest Bengal, only 4.2 per cent of
government staff was Muslims as against
their population share of 25 per cent. In
Kerala, the Muslim representation in
government jobs is 10.4 per cent, to a
population percentage of over 20%. In all
the states the percentage of Muslims in
government jobs are found to be less than
the Muslim representation in the
population.

A very disturbing fact is that Muslims
arevery poorly represented in defense and
security related activities. Thisis amatter
of some concern because, within the
existing system, itiscrucially linked to the
sense of well-being and security about life
and assets perceived by the community.
There is nil representation of Muslimsin
intelligence and RAW wings. The share of
Muslims in “public order and safety
activities’ at the Central level isjust about
6 per cent, whilethat of Hindu upper castes
is 42 per cent. At the state level, the share
of Muslimsis barely higher, at 7 per cent.
Only 4 per cent of Muslimsareengaged in
defense-related activities. Several reports,
including the Srikrishna Commission

Report onthe 1992-93 riotsin Mumbai, have
stated that the police are often biased
against Muslims and that special efforts
are needed to recruit more persons from
minority backgrounds as well as to de-
communalizethepolice.

Infrastructure & Public
Services

A very important aspect brought out
by the data is the clear discrimination
against Muslims in the sphere of state
provision of public services of al kinds.
Even in cases of social and physical
infrastructure also Muslims are highly
discriminated and are poorly served.
Muslim concentration villages, as the
Census of 2001 shows, are not well served
with “pucca’ approach roads or local bus
stops. A large number of Muslim
concentration villages in states such as
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Assam,
Jharkhand and Jammu and Kashmir lack
postal and telegraph services. Several of
these are states with a high Muslim
population.

Further, there is a clear inverse
association in small villages between the
proportion of Muslim population and the
availability of educational infrastructure. In
most states, the proportion of Muslim
concentration villages with medical
facilitiesislower than the proportion of all
villages with such facilities. These facts
regarding education, physical
infrastructure and health facilitiesindicate
adistinct biasin public serviceprovisioning
in Muslim concentration areas.

In another glaring example of
discrimination Muslims have poor access
to bank credit. Theaverage size of creditis
meager and low compared to other socio-
religious groups. The percentage of
householdsavailing bank facilitiesismuch
lower in villages where the Muslim
population is high and this could be partly
because of non-availability of such
facilities. This amounts to the financial
exclusion of Muslimsand hasfar-reaching
consequences for a community already
economically vulnerable and educationally
backward. For those primarily engaged in
self-employed work, access to credit is a
crucial input. It isobserved that in several
areas with Muslim concentration happen
to be marked as* negative” or “red” by the
banks (where giving loansisnot advisable,
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presumably because of low recovery)
happen to be of Muslim concentration.
Such blanket bans adversely affect
entrepreneurs of the community.

There are a very small section of
entrepreneurs in Muslims and one of the
major problemsthat Mudimsingeneral and
entrepreneursamong themin particular, face
their business presence of inadequate
credit facilities not only from private and
public sector banks, but aso from Small
Industries Devel opment Bank of India, and
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD).

Political Representation:

Regarding their political presence in
spite so much hue and cry about theMuslim
vote bank their presencein political power
isvery less. Inthecurrent Lok Sabha, there
areonly 36 Mudlimsof 543 candidates. This
is less than seven percent, which is again
less than half of their population.

The most disturbing is that several
constituenciesin the state assemblies with
sizeableMudlim population are declared as
reserved for SCs, and, moreimportant, many
of them do not have high a SC population.
Consequently, Muslims are deprived from
contesting elections from the “ safe” seats.
For instance, nine assembly constituencies
in Uttar Pradesh having more than 35 per
cent SC population are unreserved. On the
other hand, eight SC reserved
constituencies have 25 or less SC
population and, except one, al have more
than 25 per cent asMuslim population. This
isadeliberate strategy of policymakersto
keep Muslims out of the political sphere;
and also pit SCsand Muslims against each
other.

Conclusion:

The Justice Sachar Committee report
and the data presented in the report are
very convincing. The relevant data shown
inthereport provesthat the discrimination

of the Muslims is absolute and it isin all
spheres. Be it is providing basic public
services, or infrastructure or education
facilities or employment, Muslims are
discriminated at every level. They are
excluded from the economic and natural
resources of the country.

Therelevant factsarethat Muslimsare
among the most deprived of India's social
groups and communities and their social,
occupational and economic profile is
appalling. Marginalization, discrimination,
violence and social exclusion have further
depressed Muslim aspirations and pushed
down levelsof achievement. Their political
space has been conspicuously abridged.
This has been compounded by physical
and socia insecurity.

They live in constant fear. Their
integrity and loyalty to the country
is always questioned. This clearly
shows the communal character of our
‘Secular’ ruling classes. We can’t single out
BJP for its communal bias as all the
governments are equally biased when it
comes to the treatment of Muslimsin this
country.

A seriesof planned events of communal
violence, and continuous “hate Muslim”
campaigns by Hindutwa forces has
alienated them further from the so-called
mainstream. Such insecurity breeds fear
and forces them to ghettoize. The worst
sufferersarewomen. The political system,
irrespective of the parties in power,
includingthe‘left’, hassofar failed to take
up the issue squarely.

Today, besides the socio-economic
insecurity, all Muslims are virtualy seen
as second-class citizensin the country and
putting up a puppet ‘Muslim’ as President
or vice-President of the country is going
to make no difference to the plight of the
ordinary Muslims. In India, not only the
bulk of the parliamentary parties, but the
very state machinery has a strong

Hindutva bias and is anti-Muslim. This
applies equally to the bureaucracy, police,
judicial system and all others. Keeping
Muslims in a secondary position and
continuously whipping up hysteriaagainst
them is part of state policy that thrives
ontheBritish principleof “Divide& Rule”.
The masses of the people are being led
astray by the high-pitched anti-Muslim
propaganda. Muslims must realize that
they should not fall victim to the
fundamentalists in their own community
and attack the common masses and
ordinary Hinduswhether by random bomb
blasts or other such means. They mustjoin
with other democratic and revolutionary
force to target their (and the rest of
society’s) main enemies, who are today
getting away with murder and genocide of
the most vilest kind.

On the other hand all democrats must
get over their soft-Hindutva hangover and
strongly and firmly stand up against all
discrimination and oppression of Muslims.
Whether it istheillegal destruction of the
Babri Magjid (which the government
should rebuild), or thevariousanti-Muslim
pogroms, or whether it is the more subtle
forms of discrimination, all genuine
democrats and revolutionariesmust firmly
stand with the Muslim victims; and only
then will they get the confidence to aly
with theminajoint front against acommon
enemy.

The killer gangs led by the Modis,
Advanis, Ba Thackerays, Singhals, et a
continue to roam free as do their more
camouflaged Congress counterparts. It is
these criminals that need to be brought to
justice. As far as Muslim overall
backwardness gaining equality in the
present biased set iswould be impossible;
for that there is need for a revolutionary
changein the system, which canusherina
genuine democracy in the country through
the new democratic revolution. PM

Continued from page 11
imperiaistsand their croniesto control the
resources of our country and make super
profits out of it.

Aswe seein NELP-7 more blocks are
going for bidding, largeiron oreminesare
being doled out to comprador and
imperialist companies, denationalization
and privatization of coal mines are in the
plan of GOI and energy ministry, complete

deregul ation of the Power sector isalsoin
the pipeline, Large Dams are being made,
Gigantic SEZs (Special Economic Zones)
and Industrial Hubs are being planned
snatching farmland from the tillers. The
terrible terror unleashed by the ruling
classes is making the lives miserable for
the people of our country and destroying
livelihood of millions of people and also

uprooting them from their own habitat. All
this is being done unde the pretext of
Greater Public Good and national interest.
Slightest protest by the oppressed people
are dealt with guns and bullets .To resist
this attack and to claim there right to life,
people of our country must fight the local
cronies, Compradors and their Imperialist
masters. PM
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Erea’r Gas Fraud:

The Great Indian Sell-out :Traitorous policies of the Indian rulers

Govrt. FAciLTATES RELIANCE INTERESTS AT PEOPLE’S COST

D.Rao

UR beloved country is rich in

natural resources and human
power. Inthelast few months, discovery of
oil and gasin different exploration blocks
and declaration of expected commercial
production schedulefrom earlier discovered
blocks has become routine news.
Simultaneously and in contrast to that,
every day millionsof our fellow compatriots
are living a life that is worse than desth
itself. Around one-lakh farmerscommitting
suicide in the past 10 yearsis just atip of
the iceberg of the misery of the people.
Farming has become a non-sustainable
profession for the small farmers. Increasing
cost of inputs, unavailability of loansfrom
banks and high lending rates by usurers
are forcing the indebted bankrupt farmers
to commit suicide. The newly discovered
resourcesof Natural GasinKG Basin, which
could have been used to produce cheap
fertilizer and power for the farming sector
and rural economy, is being treated as
private property by the big comprador
business houses like RIL(Reliance
Industries Limited) to makewindfall profits
out of the peoples’ resources. The risein
international pricesof Crudeoil for the past
3-4 yearsisbenefiting the Exploration and
Production companies (E& P) enormoudly.
The latest announcement of the price of
natural gasby RIL from their NELP-1 KG
Basin 98/3, D-6 exploration block will result
inadelivered priceof $5.2t0$6.2MMBTU
(Million Metric British Thermal Unit) for
power plantsand fertilizer plantsin Andhra,
Maharasthraand for the customers of HVJ
(Hajire: Vijaipur-Jagdishpur) pipelineof Gall
Indialimited. Theinitia production rate of
D-6 block will be40Million Metric Standard
Cubic Meter per Day (MM SCMD) whichis
almost half of the current Natural Gas
production of India and later on the
production from thisblock can beincreased
to 80 MMSCMD.

The price of natural gas proposed by
RIL doesnot reducethe cost of fertilizer or
power and rather it will lead to a massive
hikeand will alow RIL to amasshillions of
rupees robbing the masses, who are the
end-user and as well as true owner of the
resources. Earlier, just after the discovery
of Gasin D-6 Block RIL had signed along
term gas supply contract with the NTPC

Gujarat unit to supply 12 MMSCMD of
Natura Gasat $2.47/MMBTU for 17 years.
Now, to come out of that deal RIL hasmade
some unilateral changes in the contract
agreement terms and conditions. NTPC
submitted apetition to Mumbai High Court
against RIL. RNRL (Reliance Natural
ResourcesLimited) led by Anil Ambani dso
moved the Mumbai high court after the
declaration of price by RIL. RIL is aso
bound to supply 26 MM SCMD Natura gas
at thesame pricefixedwithNTPC to RNRL
for its upcoming Power Projects as a part
of ade-merger deal between two brothers.

So now M ukesh Ambani plansto sell
thegasat morethan doubletherateearlier
contracted for (for 17 years) giving it
windfall profits. In fact import of fertilizer
will work out cheaper on gassold at above
$3/MMBTU tothefertilizer companies.

The Ministry of petroleum and natural
gas (MOPNG), which, as per the New
Explorationand Licensing Policy (NELP) is
bound to approve the pricing formula
provided by the E&P company, initially
declined to intervenein the gas pricing by
RIL. But MOPNG was compelled to
intervene after the power and fertilizer
ministries disagreed over gas pricing. The
Oil and gas ministry, which tendsto act as
a tool of Reliance, has reluctantly
constituted a committee to assess the RIL
pricing formulaof natural gasfromthe KG
basin field. The pricing formula, which
includes someweight of capital investment
proposed by RIL has aso raised various
doubts.

Planned Deregulation of
Oil and natural gas
sector through NELP and
Pipeline policy

Therecent pricedeclaration by RIL isa
result of a decade long deregulation
process of Oil and natural Gas Sector
pursued by the Government of India(GOI)
asapart of theoveral liberalization process
dictated by the World Bank and IMF.
Throughout a decade or so, the Indian
Natural gas sector is slowly being pushed
towards deregulation by the Indian ruling
classes. At the beginning, in the nineties,
joint ventures(JV) with private and Foreign
Firms were established in the Oil and Gas

exploration blocksin Panna, Mukta & Tapti
fieldswhere ONGC tied up with British Gas
and RIL. After that, the New Exploration
and Licensing Policy (NELP) was
introduced in the late nineties by the GOI
to bestow control over the lucrative natural
resources of Oil and Natural gasof Indiain
the hands of the imperialist MNCs and
Comprador big bourgeoisie, giving lots of
Sops.

Till 2006, theNatural Gas, Oil and LPG
pipelines and the transportation business
was handled by PSUs like GAIL, IOC,
ONGC, OIL etc. GAIL was the major
transporter of Natural GasthroughitsHV J
pipeline network from Gujarat up through
Delhi. The Discovery of natural gasin the
eastern coastal region of the KG basin in
APby RIL andlater onby ONGC and GSPC,
required cross-country gas pipes to
transport the gas towards the west and to
the east of the country. The GOI promptly
promulgated a national gas grid policy in
December 2006 where any private, foreign,
or public enterprise can lay natural gas
pipeline as a part of the National gasgrid.
100% FDI (Foreign Direct Investment) is
also permitted in laying and operating of
such natural gas pipelines. This pipeline
policy will further provide control over the
national infrastructure to Imperialists and
their cronieslike Reliance. Primarily it will
help RIL to lay its own pipeline and take
control of the Gas transmission business
gradually. Joint participation of GAIL and
RIL for the pipelineisalready on the card,
and, inthe near future, RIL may grab control
of GAIL asit hasdoneinthecaseof IPCL.

Today ONGC and OIL are the main
producers of natural gas in India where
ONGC producesthelion’sshareof it; while
OIL’s production is mostly used for local
consumption is Assam and Tripura. Gas
produced from ONGC's Bombay High
Offshore fields is fed through the HVJ
network. Gasfrom Joint Venturefieldslike
Panna, Mukta, Ravvaand Tapti isalso fed
through the HV Jnetwork. Petronet LNG and
Shell import Liquified natural gasand also
market them through the HVJ pipeline
network.

Most of the Natural gas, till dateisused
for generation of Power and the production
of fertilizer. Thisaccountsfor approximately
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75 % of the gas used, while the rest of the
gas is used as Industrial Fuel,
Petrochemicals and other industries like
CNG, domestic gas, glassfactories, Ironand
steel Unitsetc. Till 1997 the gas price was
determined by the GOI, which kept the prices
of Gaslow and beneficial for downstream
industries especially for that of Power and
Fertilizers. In 1997 the GOl mandated that
the Gas price would be linked to an
international basket of fuel oils. It wasalso
decided that the price of Gas would
increase gradually from 55% initial parity
in 1997-98 to 75% in 1999-2000 of that Oil
prices. But anincreasing trend intheworld
oil price in 2000 implied a high price for
indigenous natural gasif full import parity
was implemented. The ruling classes did
not take that decision as it would have
straight away increased the price of Urea
and Power and their

of the main targets of the privatization
and deregulation of the gasbusiness is
to throw open this immense power and
fertilizer market at market determined
price fore the comprador and imperialist
Exploration and Production(E&P)
companies and Oil and Gas Giants. The
said E& P companies, who have not only
secured lucrative exploration blockstrough
NEL P bidding but also discovered Natural
Gasand Oil intheir designated blocks. The
price deregulation will also help Oil giants
like Shell, who has already built and
commenced aL NG re-gasification terminal
at Hazirato market LNG at high prices. Itis
also to be noted that though Petronet LNG,
which is a consortium of PSUs, has
negotiated long term contracts for
supplying LNG to domestic customers,
Shell, who hasworldwide gasand oil assets

block will result in a delivered price of
$5.2t0$6.2MMBTU for power plantsand
fertilizer plantsin Andhra, Maharastraand
for the customersof the HV Jpipeline. RIL
claimed that they haveinvited bidsfrom 10
usersfor atotal gasallocation of 32mmscmd
by 2009-10. But it isto bekept in mind that
theintermediateindustrieswill passonthe
price hike to the people of the land.
According toAnil Ambani, theretail power
tariff with this natural gas pricing in
Maharastrais going to be not less than Rs
5/Unit, which is very high. The fertilizer
experts calculated that $1 /MMBTU
increasein NG pricewill increase the cost
to the tune of $21 per Ton of Urea
production and at the current production
level of 20 million tones the overall
projected increase will be enormous.
Natural gasisused asafeed stock and fuel

for production of

SUPPLIER PURCHASE DELIVERED Remarks . o
over all scheme' of PRICE (¥MMBTU) | PRICE@/MMBTU) Urea in fertilizer
gradual deregulation ONGC 181 276 plantsand the current
could have backfired. | (administered price) discovery of

; ; Petronet LNG 3.66 4.83 indi Natur
Thegasp:crlc&remamed Sl LNG 37 15 |nd|genou|sOI art1u a
constant for some years Panna Mukta V 3.86 5.05 gas cou ave
but the bureaucratic RIL 2.47 Long tem | drastically reduced
capitalists of the GOI, contract with NTPC | production cost of
MOPNG and PSUs like i‘wsgnr‘:'a ;forGg?'mﬁ urea by replacing
ONGC also wanted an D-6 black costly Naphtha
upward revision in gas RIL 4.79 6.2 *Latest price | (which costs around
prices so that their g””a‘;“”mmt for D- | $18 per MMBTU) as
coffers get filled with — : , L feed stock for many

. Table-1: Price of natural Gas in India
morerevenue, which can plants.

be spent at the bureaucratic wish and at
the dictates of their imperialist masters.
Pressure from MNCs and private lobbies
was also increasing to deregulate the Gas
priceasGasfrom JV fieldslike PannaMukta
was also being supplied to customers at a
capped price. From 2005 onwardstwo sets
of price mechanismscoexisted intheIndian
gas market: 1) Administered price
mechanism (APM) for gas supplied by
ONGC and other PSUs for Core sector
power and fertilizer and 2) free market gas
or non APM gas. The GOI decided the
administered price of gas, which was
consumed by the Power and Fertilizer
sector. Table-1 provides a comparison of
gaspricesin India

Aswe havediscussed earlier, theprice
of natural gastill now is protected for the
power and fertilizer sector who jointly use
around 75% of the available natural gasand
this bulk of gas is presently supplied by
ONGC through GAIL'sHV Jpipeline. One

and can easily go for long term supply
contract, is not engaging in long term
contacts for supplying LNG and rather
negotiating very short term contracts for
LNG supply. It isquite likely that Shell is
waiting for complete Natural Gas price
deregulation. TheRIL price announcement
and acceptance of the sameisvery crucia
in determining the future of the natural gas
sector and for the people of India. The Qil
and Gas sharks, handin glovewith the GOI,
are waiting for that opportune moment to
roll out complete deregulation of natural
gas prices in India and the acceptance of
the RIL price will ensure the beginning of
completederegulation.

Gas pricing: Peoples’
resource Snatched by

Private Players

Aswe have aready seen that the latest
announcement of price of natural gas by
RIL fromtheir 98/3K G basin D-6 exploration

The logic of the RIL to arrive at a
Market determined price for natural gasis
totally flawed. If we compare the
“discovered” price with the present price
inTable-1 wefind that the ONGCisselling
Gasto fertilizer and power producers at a
delivered priceof $2.76 /MMBTU anditis
not generating a loss by selling Gas!! In
fact the ONGC isone of the largest profit-
making companies in the public sector.
With the doubling of the prices one can
imagine the type of profits that RIL will
make. As it is awell recognized fact that
Exploration of natural Gasand distribution
of gas through pipelines is one of the
cheapest sources of energy. Asnatural gas
is the perfect feedstock for low cost urea
production and power generation, which
can servemillions of people of our country,
the price of the gas should definitely be
arrived upon by considering the actual
Production Cost of the Natural gas. But
already the GOI has handed over the booty
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through NELP rounds to private players.
These private players have a contractual
mandate to market the exploration output
inthe domestic market at market prices. For
Oil, themarket priceislinked to International
market prices and for gas the price will be
determined by apricing formulaformul ated
by the E& P Company linkingit with market
pricesof OIL and approved by theMOPNG

NELP: A Conduit of Loot

The NELP ensured the pathway to
channel internal resources worked out /
found out by ONGC to the hands of Indian
[Foreign private players. A CAG Reportin
the late nineties observed that though
ONGC hadto hand over thefieldsto private
playersafter NELP block alocation, it was
not even compensated for it's
developmental effortsin those blocks and
basic data about those blocks were also
generated by ONGC. Moreover, the post
NELP oil discoveries show an uncanny
trend in oil and gas discoveries where the
maximum discoveries have goneto private
and foreign consortiums where RIL tops
the list. Barring the KG-Basin discovery
made by ONGC, and handed over to
Reliance, its successin different blocksis
quite meager. This phenomenon cast a
shadow over the bidding process of NELP.
Apparently ONGC still bids and gets the
highest number of blocks but the blocks
with real possibility of getting hydrocarbon
invariably goesto the private players. It is
always propagated by the GOI that around
$7.2billioninvestments have been madein
India through the NELP from the late 90s
till now. But what they don't publicize is
that the Comprador Big bourgeoisieare not
investing in our country and they are
happily investing the capital generated in
our country to acquire fancied foreign
assets. In just the one year of 2006-2007
the total foreign investment made by the
Indian Big Bourgeoisie was more than $3
billion, with ONGC inthelead.

The NELP provided the following
facilities to Exploration and Production
companiesto ensure them enormous profit
from Indian fields with 100% foreign
participation and no mandatory State
participation and neither any interest by
the state Oil companies and PSUs :
Removal of al fetterstowards the Control
of resources by the Comprador and
Imperialist companies; Income Tax holiday

for the first seven years from the start of
commercial production; no customs duty
on Imports required for petroleum
operations; paltry royalty at the rate of
12.5% for crude oil and 10% for natural gas
(for offshoreareasitisonly 10% for oil and
gasand for deep water blocksitisonly 5%
for the first seven years not only meant a
huge loss of revenue, it aso blocked the
chances of indigenous technology
development for exploration and
production and ensured dependence on
Imported premium priced technology).
Lastly, the NELP ensured freedom for
marketingtheoil and gasin thedomestic
market at market-determined prices:
which gaveafreehand totheE& P Costo
make super profits riding on the
international crudeoil priceswhiletheir
actual production cost remainslow and the
profit isextr acted from thecommon people,
leadingto completeder egulation of the Ol L
and GASsector in India.

Lastly, the exact terms and conditions
and profit sharing arrangements offered by
different E& P companies, is a closely
guarded secret known only to the office of
theDGH (Director Genera Of Hydrocarbon)
appointed by MOPNG, and the E&P
companies. TheMOPNG andthe DGH, who
claim themselves as the sole caretaker of
the 0l & gasresources of the country, are
not only relinquishing all control to the
Private playersbut a so ensuring themwith
huge profitswhilethe people of the country
will haveto pay for the exorbitant prices of
oil, gasfertilizers, etc. The information of
the arrangements of those murky dealsis
also not being made public by the world's
so-called largest democracy.

Comprador Role of the
PSUs

The emerging trend is that the public
sector companiesaretying up with foreign
mega oil firms for bidding for the NELP
blocks. It is not new that our PSUs are
subservient to imperialist interests. Right
from the so-called transfer of power the
PSUs did not adopt a path of self-reliant
growth and depended on imported
technology from US, Europe, Japan or
USSR. That'swhy after almost 50 years of
Oil exploration, the ONGCiis still not able
to manufacture it's own Rigs and has to
hireor purchase Rigsat premium pricesfrom
abroad. Likewise most of the oil and gas

infrastructure depends on imported
technology and machinery at premium
prices, which creates dependence on
technology. In a nutshell our PSUs have
becomeflag bearer of imperialist interests.

Conclusion:

The supply of OIL & GASislimited
and is getting concentrated in the hands of
different private players and consortium
day by day, which is detrimenta for the
real energy security for the people of the
country. The price of Oil and natural gas
should not be decided by selected few
business houses, rather it should be
determined by the needs of the peoplewho
are the ultimate user of the energy. But
these natural resourcesare presently being
used and will be used for shameless
profiteering by the comprador bourgeoisie
and imperialistsif people of the country do
not fight for their just right. Till date there
is not much peopl€e's protest against the
declared NG price by RIL and our
parliamentary left partiesarealso silent over
the pricing philosophy. The CPI-Marxists
have raised some technical question over
theirregularities of investment commitment
and production figures of RIL but they are
not challenging the basic pricing
philosophy. As the pricing formula is not
approved yet by MOPNG and it has been
referred to a committee, the imperialist
masters are showing their impatience and
threatening their croniesin the ministries.
The global giants like British Petroleum,
Hardy Exploration and British Gas have
started warning the government of an
investor backlash over Exploration and
production activity. Chevron India
president John R Digby audaciously said
that “market forces should drive the
destination, customer selection and pricing
of gasinIndia’. If theRIL priceisaccepted,
itwill beastepping stonefor completeprice
deregulation in Natural Gas and the oil
sector and that’s what the imperialists and
their local associates wanted to implement.

Till now in the form of regulated price
mechanism some sort of facade of the
trickle down Nehruvian economy was
maintained by the ruling classes. But this
is the opportune moment for the Ruling
classestoroll out complete deregulationin
the Oil and Gas market and energy sector.
It is part of alarger master plan by the

Continued on page 8
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Emerging Sprouts of new peoples power

JANATANA SARKARS:TREND SETTERS FOR THE ALL
ROUND DEVELOPMENT OF THE PEOPLE

- a look into the work of the people’s governments in Dandakaranya Special Zone

Raago

EOPLE’S democracy’ in a
true senseistaking shapein one
of themost * backward’ areas of the country.
It is developing in divergent ways at
various levels. The achievements of this
peopl€e' sdemocracy provethat thisisareal
kind of democracy, a democracy of the
people, by the people and for the peoplein
theactua sense. Themain principlesof this
democracy are collective functioning and
democratic centralism
This people’s democracy functions
through ‘janathana sarkar’ (people’s
government) being formed fromvillagelevel
on, in many areas of the Dandakaranya
Special Zone under the leadership of the
Communist Party of India(Maoist), which
terms these ‘Sarkars' as the ‘embryonic
stage’ of organs of real people’s power.
These ‘Janatana Sarkars' elected by the
people, have been mobilizing and
organizing them in production, cultural,
educational and military sectors, aiming at
theall-round development of people’slives,
livelihoods and their fighting capacities.
Here we present a brief picture about
the functioning of the janathana sarkar in
oneareainthe Maad division of the DK SZ.

Revolutionary
Cooperative agriculture

Here is an experience of acooperative
in production sector functioning in areal
collective sense. The ‘Janatana Sarkars
have been setting up Cooperative societies
to boost up the people’s economy, which
hinges on agriculture and the collection of
minor forest produce. The mode of
production inthe entire Dandakaranyaarea
is backward and in some places it can be
termed as primitive with people being
unaware of the use of a plough. The labor
power isalsoin short supply sincevillages
with a small population being the norm.
Even after six decades of the so called
independence no government either at the
center or at the state ever took up any
measure to help the people in adopting
modern methodsof agriculture. Thoughthis
area has perennia sources of water like

rivers, streams, brooks etc; the state never
took up any irrigation projects, minor or
major. So the agriculture here even of to
day is entirely monsoon dependent.
Moreover, most of the peoplelack eventhe
minimum agricultural implements like
ploughs cattle etc; leave alone the money
to buy seeds. As such, the people and their
‘Janatana Sarkars' realized that cooperative
way is the only way before them for
bettering their lives. But thiswasnot aone
step realization.

The Maoist revolutionaries started
organizing the people for taking up
developmental works that will better
people's economic conditions about two
decades back. At first mutual aid teams
were formed with volunteers from the
peasantry. Theseteams prepared thefields,
tilled the lands and sowed seeds. The
Maoists also mobilized larger number of
peopl e for the construction of small ponds
in many villages. The ponds were treated
as collective asset and the people took up
collectivefish culturein those ponds apart
from using the water for irrigation. The
people sold apart of thefish that wasraised
and utilized that money for village
development works. Thus, the people
realized through their own experience that
collective way or the cooperative way is
the best way for their development and
thus an urge for the establishment of
cooperatives took strong roots among the
people by the time they started forming
their own organs of political power, the
‘Janatana Sarkars .

Now coming to the present Thisreport
isabout the efforts of one such ‘ Sarkars
which is mobilizing and organizing the
people for bettering their lives. As it is
located in avery backward area the mode
of productionisrelatively backward. There
are rich, middle and poor peasants in the
area. Tilling is done with bullocks and
ploughsbut al do not have theimplements.
The peasants here cultivate paddy, some
verity of pulsesand afew kinds of millets.

In this area the collective work in
agricultural production started with the
tilling of the land collectively with

ploughs.Gradually it spread to other works.

Thusthe collective work became more
systematic. Production increased. There
was a great change in the mode of
production. The collectiveness in the
agricultural activity created the opportunity
to increase the usage of cattle and other
agricultural impediments.

Here are some of thedataregarding the
agricultural and developmental activity
taking place in this area. The janathana
sarkar bought 260 cattle and distributed
them to the poor peasants. It has also
distributed 540 quintals of seeds ranging
from paddy, gingelly (akind of oil seed),
pulses, maize and millets. It built 70 houses
and repaired another 350.

When the areawas affected by afamine
it distributed Rs. 25,000 among the people
asarelief measure.

Inthisparticular areaon thewhole 1436
acres of land was seized from the peopl€e’s
enemies, those who fled from the village
and the landlords and rich peasants.
Forestland too was occupied. 1057 acres
of this land was distributed among 482
families. 310 acres ware kept under the
control of thejanathanasarkar and 65 acres
wasgiventothemilitia.

The cooperative committee distributed
2 quintalsand 25 kil os of seedsworth 1200
rupeesinthevillagesunder itsjurisidiction.
They built one new house and repaired the
rest.

The cooperative activity and the
increasing revolutionary consciousness
broke certain taboos regarding the
participation of women in production. In
the old society women were not allowed to
do certain thingsin agricultural work like
sowing seeds, going near the paddy crop
after the harvest and later to the paddy
store. So the Kranthikari Adivas Mahila
Sanghatan (KAMS) took up the task of
breaking these taboos. Thiswomen’smass
organization started taking up women's
problems much earlier before the
cooperative activities started and the
Janatana Sirkars were formed. Now
women'’s organization is mainly taking up
the task of mobilizing women into the
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activity of the janathana sarkar.

Thejanathanasarkar hel ped the people
inonemoreway. That isregarding thefixing
of ratesfor the minor forest produce being
soldintheweekly markets. Itisalso helping
the victims of the genocipulses ‘Salva
Judum’ campaign and state violence
through therevenue earned and crop raised
from the collective activity. Residential
schools are also being financed by the
revenue out of this activity.

The Salva Judum campaign of the
Chathisgarh state government brought a
lot of changes in the life of the villages.
The repression unleashed in the campaign
taught alot to the massesin devising ways
to defend them selves and the
revolutionary movement. The militiathat
was already set up in the villages became
more active. Militia platoons were formed
and most of the youth, both women and
men becamefull timeactivistsinthemilitia
They have become another big family in
thevillage.

Initially the janathana sarkar looked
after themilitia’sneeds. But within notime
militiadid not only become self-sufficient
but is helping the janathana sarkar too in
terms of production of crops and revenue.
Themilitiagained revenue of 10,000 rupees
out of the gingelly crop it sowed and
harvested on its own. It produced 1500
quintals of paddy.

The cooperative activity intheareaaso
developed a team of carpenters this year.
Thisteam went around the villages before
the onset of the agricultural season and
met the needs of the agricultural
implements of the masses. The janathana
sarkar bought furnaces and the necessary
metal for the purpose.

Regarding cattle, the janathana sarkar
inthisareatook it up in acreative manner.
It distributes cattle and takes 20 kilos of
paddy per year in reciprocation. It buys
cattle with this money. The farmer could
keep the new born with them. With agood
foresight the government bought pregnant
cattle.

In additionto cattle thejanathana sarkar
also distributed goats and hens mainly to
those who lost them in the looting spree of
the Salvagoons. It distributed 100 packets
of fish to develop pisciculture. It is aso
looking after the martyr’s families. It is
planning to look after the victims of Salva
Judum in the nearby areas.

The development committee of the
janathana sarkar is procuring the forest
producelikethe Mahuaflowersand brooms
from the people and selling it. Thiswould
facilitate the people’s market necessities.

The forest protection committee, one
of the sub-committees of the janathana
sarkar takes care that the forest is well
protected. It initially took up acampaignto
discourage indiscriminate cutting of trees.
Earlier peopleof thisareaused to clear vast
tracts of forest for shifting (jhoom)
cultivation. Now since the villages are
settled, protection of forest has become a
matter of serious concern for all. One has
to take permission from the forest
protection committee of the Janatana Sarkar
to cut forests. The committee would make
astudy and see which area could be cut in
case of necessities for building houses,
certain agricultural implements, beds and
other such things. Those who cut the trees
without permission would be punished. The
punishmentsare mainly intheform of cash.

The experience of the janathana sarkar
shows that a truly people oriented
cooperative activity can certainly achieve
tremendous benefits for the people. The
success of the cooperative activity going
on in these ‘backward’ forest areas of
Dandakaranyaiscertainly atrendsetter for
other areas.

Changes in culture

The adivasis had a lot of unscientific,
blind beliefs regarding production, health
and human relations in their socia life.
Though the basic reason is their lack of
scientific and articulated knowledge, these
customs mainly benefited the traditional
tribal hierarchies in many ways. The
hierarchy in this adivasi area mainly
comprises of the village head and the
village priest. It was mostly hereditary.
These families used to exercise enormous
power over thevillage. Inter and intrafamily
problems and contradictionswere brought
to thevillage head for a solution. With the
given knowledge about the medicinal herbs
and treatment of diseasesthevillage priest
was the native (witch) doctor and he too
had a say in these matters. These heads
intervened in matters of marriage, house
construction and all other such socia and
essential matters.

When the village head decides a
problem, the concerned families were to

present him ahen. When the village witch
doctor performed a puja (incantation) as a
part of treatment of disease, he too had to
be given ahen. During festivals they were
given alarge share of the meat distributed
among the villagers. In agricultural work,
the villagers are expected to work in the
fields of these two heads without any
remuneration.

When the Maoist party entered the
villages and formed mass organizations, the
authority of these heads came to an end.
Asthe peopl€'s mass organi zations gained
strength, they gained command over the
village matters. The authority was a
collective one and no single person enjoyed
it. The matterswerediscussed in amesting
and all thevillagershad asay in any matter.
A decision was reached with a consensus.
Both the Dandakaranya Adivasi Kisan
Mazdoor Sanghatan (DAKMS) and the
Kranthikari Adivasi Mahila Sanghatan
(KAMYS) took up a lot of problems and
solved them. This was a part of educating
the masses politically and scientificaly.
Nothing was possible without education
as a campaign. This education was in the
form of meetings and the cultural
organization of the party, Chethana Natya
Manch (CNM) had a main role in it. It
prepared many songs, dances and playlets
on the superstitions and age old evil
practices and propagated about the
unscientific nature of these evils. This
appealed to the people and made them
think.

Now after the janathana Sarkars were
formed, these matters are being taken up
by the cultural committee, education
committee and thejudicial committee.

The cultural committee ooks after the
cultural life of the people. The festivals of
the people here are normally related to
agricultural activity. The ‘Vijja pandum’
(seed festival) is performed before sowing
seeds. Thecultural committee performsthe
native dance, ‘dhaka’ occasionally. It
conducts marriages and also sees that the
marriageis not aforced one and is agreed
by both the girl and the boy. The cultural
committee took up education against the
practice of killing persons with the
suspicion that they are doing witchcraft

One normal practice prevalent here is
bigamy. The women’s organization had
been fighting against this practice. The

Continued on page 25
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K eply to KMSK :

OPPORTUNISTS NEVER UNDERSTAND
REVOLUTIONARY DIALECTICS WILL ALWAYS

{ These are extracts from a 30-page booklet brought out by the CPI (Maoist) replying to the ideological and political questions
raised by the KMSK in their Bulletin ‘ Dialectics of Revolution’ in November 2006. The entire section on * Organizational Questions
has not been included due to lack of space. As this was a Document of the Party we have not taken the liberty to summarize it as
it may give a different meaning. But printing extracts may therefore be a bit disjointed; yet it introduces the serious issues raised.
We request that readers buy the booklet to get a full picture of the debate....Editor}

INTRODUCTION

ECENTLY, abregkaway groupfrom

our Party in Karnataka, calling
itself as the Karnataka Maoist Swatantra
Kendra (KMSK), brought out a Bulletin
entitled the ‘Dialectics of Revolution’ in
November 2006, and later two booklets of
correspondence and the sum-up of five
years inner-party struggle explaining the
reasons for splitting the party and its
perception of the so-called political,
ideological and organizational crisisfacing
the Indian revolutionary movement. Many
comradesinthe Party areaware of theinner-
party strugglein Karnataka, which went on
for five years from 2001 October to 2006
July, till its culmination with the State
Conference. The palitical, ideological and
organizational issues raised by the leaders
of this group were repeatedly discussed
not only in the State Committee but also at
various levels of the party and finally
resolved in two State Conferences, one in
May 2003 and again in July 2006.

The KMSK is a group formed by
splitting the Karnataka (KN) unit of the CPI
(Maoist) during the course of the State
Conference held in the process of holding
the Congress. Inthis Conference therewas
atwo-line struggle where two views were
presented: one, that basically supported the
line of the Party, and the other put by four
leading comrades with diametrically
opposing positions. These two views had
been subject to detailed discussion
throughout the KN unit of the party prior
to the State Conference and were finally
clinched there.

Both views were heatedly debated at
the Conference and voted upon. They
included thetwo reviews of thethreeyears
work inthe State. Inthe spirit of democratic
centraism themgjority viewswere adopted.
When the members of this group found
their views defeated at the Conference, they
led their faction to awalk out, refusing to

abide by the majority decision. Not only
that, in spite of assuring the Conference
that they would not take any step that will
damage the Party till the Congress, within
afortnight they held a plenum and formed
another group.

It is a well-known fact that any
proletarian Party intheworld ishbuilt onthe
organizational principles of democratic
centralism. Thisisthemost democratic form
of organizational structure when properly
implemented. In India, when the centre of
the CPl (ML) was smashed by the State
soon after itsformation by 1971, the party
got split into many groups and in the late
1970s and 1980sthe splits continued. Asa
result, in spite of the heroic image of
struggle and sacrifice there was
disillusionment about the movement. This
was a result to a large extent due to the
petty-bourgeois outlook of the leadersand
the wrong understanding/implementation
of democratic centralism. Thus the ruling
classes and reactionarieswho have always
striven to engineer splits and disunity
among the struggling forces and the
masses were benefited by this process. In
thelate 1960s and early 70s, when the M-L
movement was new to the country the
Party could not consolidate soon after its
formation dueto anincorrect style of work
and wrong assessments of the concrete
situation as al so due to massive repression
and the martyrdom of the bulk of the
leadership. At such a time rabid petty-
bourgeois values were rampant in the
movement. Individualism and a
bureaucratic mind-set prevailed with the
approach “My viewsalone are correct and
all must accept or else we will separate”.
So with this approach the splits reached
ridiculous proportions and few had any
significant practiceto show for thevalidity
of their views.

Fortunately this process began to be

reversed since the mid-1990s. Those
serious about revol ution began to advance
therevolutionary movement and initiate the
armed struggle while the non-serious ones
began to fade out or disintegrate. In the
processthe demarcation linewithin the M-
L-M between the revolutionaries and
revisionistsbecameclear. Theerstwhile PW,
MCC, PU, etc belonged to thefirst category
and since the last 7 to 8 years the process
of merger and unification becamethe major
trend. A large number of groups and
revolutionary individuals began uniting
intothe CPI (ML)(PW) and theMCCl, with
the line of demarcation between the
genuine revolutionaries and the other
rightists/revisionists within the M-L-M
getting clearly demarcated. Thistrend was
to be seen since about 1998 when all those
serious of advancing the people's war in
the country began uniting. Since 2000 the
two main streams of the revolution began
to grow closer and finally united into a
single revolutionary party in Sept 2004.
After themerger and formation of aunited
singleparty, the CPl (Maoist), in the country
many of those remaining outside have been
joining. Yet, at such a juncture a handful
from KN have once again started such
splittest activities to the delight of the
ruling classes.

Unfortunately, while throughout the
country the unity process has been
continuing since, now this group has not
only split the party in KN but has been
roaming all over the country encouraging
others to split. Particularly when the
Congress of the CPI (Maoist), after two
years of detailed discussions, formulated
the correct line for the Indian revolution,
the leading members of this group unable
to adopt proletarian discipline have fallen
prey to their petti-bourgeois traits and are
trying to spread confusion. But, comrades
intherevolutionary movement have shown
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DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION!
TEAR DOWN THE MASK OF ALL OPPORTUNISTS!!

greater maturity saying “whatever maybe
your differences you should struggle from
within as is the established tradition of
any communist party; particularly when
the Party is facing the full attack of the
government such a step is unadvisable”.
After being defeated in the State
Conference, instead of abiding by the
decisions of the Conference and later the
Congress, they resorted to a slander
campaign against the Party, its leadership
and the Party line.

The Bulletin, correspondence, and the
sum-up of five yearsinner-party struggles
contains many wrong conceptions
politically, ideologically and
organizationally apart from the distortions
and half truths on the inner-party struggle
in Karnataka, party history and the
revolutionary movement asawhole. Inthis
they have explained their political,
organizationa and ideological differences
with the party leadership, basically
opposing the political line of the party and
its organizational principles. They have
utilized weaknesses in the party to attack
thevery lineitself. Many of theweaknesses
have been identified and rectified to some
extent and some more still continue and
need rectification. In order to confuse the
readersthe opportunists have mixed up the
weaknesses already identified and rectified
with those that are still prevailing. If at all
the solutions proposed by this group are
implemented inthe name of overcomingthe
weaknesses, the party and the movement
would definitely fall into the mire of
opportunism and revisionism.

The differences first emerged in the
context of building the revolutionary
movement in Malnad. It was initially
confined to the issues related with the
movement in KN, but later expanded into a
full-fledged alternative line over a period
of five years. Every question, whether
political, ideol ogical and organizational, has
now become part of aline question.

POLITICAL AND
IDEOLOGICAL ISSUES

The pointsraised by the KMSK arefar
reaching and concern not only the very
programme of the Maoist party but also

the strategy and tactics of Indian
revolution. Most of the points raised by
this group have been raised by some M-L
group earlier and have been settled. But as
they have again been raised by the KM SK,
abeitinanew form, we shall deal withthem
again.

1. Onthechangesthat havetaken place
intheagricultural sector:

One of the main accusations of this
Group is that the Party leadership is very
dogmatic in recognizing the changestaking
place in the mode of production in the
country with the growth of capitalist
penetration in agriculture and this is the
main reason for adopting awrong strategy
and tactics and for the failures. So let us
examinetheir arguments on thisissue.

After listing out these changes (in this
they outline nearly al the indicators) one
expects that it will be corroborated with
factsand figuresand with some analysis, if
not in detail at least in brief. But these
opportunists did not feel it necessary to
analyze and establish their ‘findings by
placing facts and figures. And this is not
for the first time they have acted like this.
Even during the inner-party debate on the
issue of the concrete conditionsin Malnad
they did the same. Without collecting any
data, without undertaking a deeper study
and analysis of these data utilizing Marxist
political economy they ssimply argued that
many changes have taken place. But it is
meresophistry totalk about changeswith
out concretely identifying what type of
changesthey are. Itisamethod repeatedly
adopted by theseopportunigtsin theinner-
party struggle.

They just say “we are not going into
explanation of the above aspects for
reasons of length. But if we compar e these
with the socio-economic-political
situation that prevailed when the party’s
Programme was first drawn up in 1970, it
is crystal clear that significant changes
have come in all these parameters’ and
went on to conclude that “It is true that
the imperialism have preserved semi-
feudalismfor their own interests. But this
does not mean that the feudalism, which
ishistorically in thedirection of decay, is
predominantly preserved, asit wasearlier.

Nor doesit mean that ‘refeudalisation’ is
taking place, as some argue. It is against
thelaw of motion of society. Aspart of its
historical movement, feudalism keeps
moving towards decay. | n the absence of
socialist forces and of revolution, its
movement would be gradually towards
capitalism, but it will not be static or will
not strengthen against history either.”
(Emphasis added; KMSK Bulletin,
Dialecticsof Revolution P-44)

For the sake of clarity let uslook at the
main points they have concluded.

a The imperialists and the CBB
while preserving semi-feudalism are
gradually transforming it into capitalism.

b  Due to the absence of socialist
forces and (prospect of) revolution semi-
feudalism is gradually moving towards
capitalism.

c) Historically feudalism is in the
direction of decay.

These three points reveal the concepts
of the opportunists on the ongoing
revolutionary movement and the ‘ reforms’
carried out by theimperialistsand their local
compradors. It isnot strange that for them
only feudalismisin the process of ‘ decay’
and not capitalism. The teachings of our
great teachers Lenin, Stalin and Mao have
shown that capitalism itself wasin a state
of decay when it reached the stage of
imperialism ....... All these issues are
conveniently sidelined and for them the
imperialist sponsored ‘reforms’ carried out
by theruling classesin their all out efforts
to come out of the intensifying all round
crisis can bring progressive change and
democratic transformation. Therefore
imperialism, in their eyes, is not decadent
and moribund but still can play some
progressive anti-feudal role. To imply this
means to deny the Leninist understanding
of imperialism and Mao’sunderstanding of
New Democracy.

Nobody denies that changes have
taken place when compared with 1970.
These splitterstry to portray asif the central
and state leadership are so blind and
dogmatic that they don’t recognize the
changes after 1970. But the Party
Programme, recently passed at the Party
Congress, has taken into cognizance of all
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these changes in points 10 and 15 and in
other places. This is further discussed in
the Political Resolution while discussing
the impact of globalization on India. Not
only that, in a separate detailed analysis,
the nature of the changesin Punjab, where
the changes arethe greatest, were analyzed
at length at the Congress. Finally, the
implication of all these changes on our
tactics have been outlined in detail in our
document Strategy and Tactics of Indian
Revolution.

When we look at the question of the
mode of production we must do it in the
context of Lenin’stheoretical basison this
issue. The points to be considered as per
the Leninist understanding are mainly,
nature and extent of thewagelabour, nature
and extent of capital accumulation and
extended reproduction, extent of class
differentiation of the peasantry in the
countryside, types and extent of tenancy,
types and extent of credit/money lending,
extent and nature of capitalist commodity
production vis-a-vis simple commodity
production, extent and nature of land
concentration, the extent of the artisan
population, productivity trends, question
of superstructure and nature of political
authority asserted in the village, existence
and extent of non-economic forms of
coercion, extent and growth of industry and
manufacturing intheregion, etc. Leninhas
said that the devel opment of manufacturing
actsasanimportant factor in bringing about
agrarian changes. So, while studying the
modeof productioninrura Indiaweshould
not just look at it in isolation, but see its
interlinking with the rest of the Indian
economy, particularly the growth of
manufacture and thereby the generation of
capitalist relations.

In addition the above analysis must be
concretely applied to a backward country
whereimperialism and itsagents, the CBB,
act to retard indigenous capitalist
development. Today, the impact of
imperialism and the CBB has serious
implications for the development of
capitalism in backward countries such as
India. Thisis most crudely evident in this
period of imperialist globalization wherethe
gigantic amounts of imperialist and CBB
capital have not led to agrowth of capitalist
relations but, on the contrary, a
marginalization/displacement of vast
sections of the population. I T, bigindustry,
big retail chains, etc hasled to the closure

of lakhs of small scale units on the one
hand; whilethetotal neglect of agriculture
and policies like bank privatization
(reduction in primary sector lending),
dismantling of government support prices,
etc, etc has led to unbelievable levels of
rural distress whose extreme case are the
thousands of suicides.

Now let uslook into thefactsasto what
are the changes and how far they have
changed the relations of production in the
agrarian sector. Herewewill only touch on
just some points as adetailed analysiswill
appear in our magazines.

First, let us take the question of
commodity production. Intheir Bulletinthe
KMSK argued that the increased usage of
inputs led to capitalist development. Com
Lenin said, “One cannot even discuss
‘consumption’ unless one under standsthe
process of the reproduction of the various
partsof the social product.... It isnot with
‘production’ that political economy deals,
but with the social relations of men in
production, with the social system of
production. Once these social relations
have been analyzed, the place of
production of every class, and
consequently, the share they get of the
national consumption isthereby defined”.
This key understanding is often distorted
by the opportunists, who merely mention
“consumption” (of inputs like tractors,
tillers, fertilizer and pesticides), without
analyzing its impact on the relations of
production. For example because of the
extra burden on the land (due to lack of
employment in other spheres), with each
successive generation the number of
people living off the same small plots of
land continues to grow — the land is
regularly fragmented with each successive
generation). To survive, thesefamilieshave
to increase productivity, so many of such
families began to adopt HYV and were
drawn into the market though they
continued to remain at subsistence levels
of existence and within the framework of
the old production relations. This vast
section of therural population that hasbeen
drawn into the market by the imperialists
are involved in what is called simple
commodity production and not capitalist
commaodity production.

In simple commodity production the
producer sells his product in order to
purchase other products, which satisfy his
specific wants. He startswith commaodities,

turnsthem into money, and then once again
into commodities. Commodities constitute
the beginning and the end of the
transaction, which findsitsrationalein the
fact that the commodities acquired are
qualitatively different from those given up.
Marx designates this circuit symbolically
as C-M-C. Under capitalism, on the other
hand, the capitalist, acting in his capacity
as a capitalist, goes to the market with
Money, purchases Commodities (labour
power and means of production), and then,
after a process of production has been
completed, returns to the market with a
product which he again converts into
Money. This process is designated as M-
C-M 2 (M 2 isprofit or surplusval ue added
to the capital invested). The bulk of the
small and middle peasants (and even a
section of the rich peasants), though they
have been drawn into the market do not
produce surplus value and are therefore
involved in simple commodity production
and not capitalist production.

Secondly, if wenow turnto the question
of credit we find, in fact in this period of
globalization with afall in primary sector
lending, the amount of informal credit is
once again on therise. For all their needs,
for productive and non-productive
expenditure, the peasantry depends more
on the private moneylenders and usurers.
This kind of money-lending and usury
practice is associated not with capitalism
as the opportunists argue but semi-
feudalism. According tothegovt itself “ the
credit extended to agriculture from the
commercial banks constituted around 12
per cent to 13 per cent of total net bank
creditin recent yearsas against thetarget
of 18 per cent.”

For examplein Tamilnadu and Kerala,
‘developed areas’ according to the
opportunists, in the areas where
commercial crops like cotton, oil seeds,
cardamom, rubber, pepper, etc. cultivated
by middle peasantry, who produce for the
market, are entangled in anumber of ties of
extra-economic coercion and exploitation
— levying exorbitant rates of interest more
than the market rate, forcing to buy the
fertilizers, pesticides and other inputs at
more price and even low quality, forcing
the peasantsto sell their produce at cheaper
rates than the market price — by the
notorious money lenders/merchants and
private financial institution, called by the
infamousname* bladecompany” inKerala
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and southern Tamilnadu. Thousands of
small scale rubber producersin Wynad lost
their land and other properties, even
committed suicide, dueto thispre-capitalist
method of plunder. Two years back there
were many struggles against these “blade
companies’ involving hundreds of people.

Thirdly, let us look at the question of
the generation of surplus value in
agriculture. If capitalism was predominant
in agriculture the surplus value generated
should reflect this. But we find the capital
generation by means of investment in this
sector is miserable. Over the last two
decades public investment in Indian
agriculture hasvirtually halved.

Theso-called privateinvestment inthe
agricultural sector inthe post-reform period
did not alter the conditionseven by alittle.
Rather it further aggravated the miseries of
the peasantry. By its own admission the
government of Indiapointed outinitsMid-
Term Appraisal of theNinth Five-Year Plan
points out, “there is a strong
complementarity between public and
private investments, and inadequate
public investment could lead to a 25 per
cent lower private investment than
desired” .

Today, in this period of globalization
and agrarian crisisthe worsening terms of
trade (due to the crash in agricultural
commodity prices and leap in cost of
inputs) the surplus generated in agriculture
is being mainly sucked out by the
imperialist and CBB companiesleavinglittle
evenfor thewell off farmer. With theentry
of the retail chains the bulk of the surplus
will be extracted by these huge corporates
where the farmers are turned into mere
appendages of them.

We find that with the crisis in
agriculture, except for the first decade of
the Green Revolution, due to the disparity
between the rise in price of inputs and
falling price of agricultural output has
resulted in a continuous squeezing of the
surplus. For example, the crashin prices of
coffee, tea, areca nuts, etc, has badly
impacted thefarmersin Karnataka, Kerala
and Tamilnadu. In the period of
globalization of the 1990sthe crisishas got
even deeper not only reducing this surplus
even further, but pushing thousands of
peasants to suicide. So, according to data
available, gross capital formation in
agriculture dropped from 11% of the total
inthe 1980sto 7.6% in the 1990s.

Besides this low generation of surplus
inagriculture, eventhat whichisgenerated,
particularly by the big landlords goes
primarily to other spheres. With thereturn
on money lending and trading far more
profitable, alarge proportion of thissurplus
is not re-invested in agriculture, instead
findsitsway in such spheres of activity. In
fact, as long as usury conti-nues to
dominate the countryside as a most
profitable sphere of investment, it will
restrict the growth of capitalist
development. Of course, when compared
with the pre-green revolution period with
the incep-tion of the ‘green revolution’
things have somewhat changed; but the
limited extent to which it has generated
capitalist farming can be seen from the poor
levels of capital investment in agriculture
taken asawhole.

Fourthly, if we look at the other
indicator of labour power becoming a
commodity to generate surplus value we
find that more and more they are being
pushed to destitution, eking out a living
not in some capitalist enterprise but
through odd jobs. Government employment
generation schemes are more towards self-
help groups; so are those linked to micro-
finance; these only perpetuates the semi-
feudal conditions of labour asthe bulk are
involved in petty production and not drawn
inrelationswith capital to produce surplus
value. Most labour extracted is semi-free
and constrained by numerous extra-
economic formsof coercion linked to caste,
patriarchy, etc.

These are just some pointstouched on;
these, together with others mentioned
abovewill haveto belooked into in depth.
These will be taken up in our magazines
and other publications.

Today the agrarian economy isin a
serious crisis and with greater and greater
imperialist and CBB penetration into the
rural economy vast sections of the rural
populace are being marginalized even
further. What is given above is a mere
sketch of this situation. At the Congress, a
detailed study was presented on the
changesin agrarian relationsin Punjab. As
aresult of these studies, whether for Punjab
or for therest of the country, the Party is of
the opinion that inspite of the growth in
distorted capitalist relations, semi-
feudalism continuesto be the predominant
mode of production. Unfortunately these
splitters who wax eloguent about basic

changes in the agrarian economy have
never taken the painsfor in depth analysis
or study neither of India nor even of
Karnateka.

2.0n Castequestion

On caste question the opportunists
accuse that the Party is dogmatic in
understanding the particularity of Indian
feudalism. But how have they themselves
understood this question? How do they
relate the caste issue with the so-called
transformation of Indian society into
capitalism? You cannot find any answer
from them. Becausethey don’'t evenfed it
is their responsibility to do such things.
The historic Unity Congress-9"" Congress
of the CPI (Maoist) made significant
advancement on thisissue. { See July 2007
issue of PM for a summary of the
CPI(Maoist) Congress's stand on caste.}

3. Understanding semi-colonial nature
of India

The opportunists said in their Bulletin
that “whether it isunder the control of one
imperialist country or of several
imperialists does not express its political
essence. Such explanation does not bring
outtotheforethefundamental difference
in essence between the neo-colonial
countries and semi-colonial countries.”
(Emphasisadded; Page-46-47

It is clear that a semi-colony is a
territory where imperialism rule these
countries indirectly (in case the
imperialistsoccupy, theterritoriesunder
itsruleit becomesa colony, asit happened
in Chinaafter the Japaneseaggression);
that it iscontrolled and exploited not by a
single imperialist power but many
imperialist powers, that thereiscontention
between theseimperialiststotakecontrol
of thewholecountry. But the opportunists
tried, of course vainly, to portray that the
Party’s understanding is wrong.

World history traversed from there and
now we areliving in aneo-colonial period
of imperialism. Why do the opportunists
choose to quote Lenin, selectively, after a
century when we are living in the neo-
colonial period?Itisonly to bring forward
their outright revisionist theory inthename
of “semi-dependent”, “intermediary
stage”, or “states in the transition
process’. In which direction is India
transforming? Towards a colony, neo-
colony or towards completeindependence?
They have not said anything on this. They
are deliberately silent on this. What
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happened to their ‘concrete analysis of
concrete conditions ? It not only exposes
their ignorance to understand the
difference between the old colonial form of
exploitation and rule and the neo-colonial
form of exploitation and rule; but also their
stale revisionist theory of “semi-
dependent” India. These theories are
nothing new in the history of the
revolutionary movement. Many so-called
ML groups and Maoists have already
doled out this theory before.

But the point iswhy arethey indulging
insuch an exerciseand what istheir motive
in doing this? In order to establish their
revisionist theory of ‘semi-independent’,
‘relatively dependent’ they areddliberately
branding the leadership as ‘dogmatic and
blind to the reality’. While on semi-
feudalism their understanding isthat India
is ‘gradually moving towards capitalism’
and on semi-colony ‘it is politically
independent and economically dependent’.
These two aspects together amounts to
negate the semi-feudal semi-colonial nature
of India. Their characterizationthat Indiais
semi-feudal semi-colonial country ismere
verbiageto deceive the genuine cadresand
some sympathizers who support them.

4. Understanding about Indian CBB

First, let us see whether the CBB isan
exclusive class. The comprador class in
India was born and nurtured under the
close guidance and patronage of the British
colonialists to divert the growth of the
independent capitalist class, which may
provideleadership to the growing freedom
movement. It is a separate class born by
the collusion between the British
colonialists and the feudal lords and big
merchants of India. It has grown under the
aegis and tutelage of imperialism. That's
why this treacherous class has been
serving imperialism sinceitsbirth and will
continue to do so until itslast breath. The
birth, growth and surviva of thiscomprador
classisinseparably tied with imperialism.
That's why we cannot separate the
comprador bourgeoisie and the
imperialists. The Comprador bourgeoisie
will existinIndiaaslongasimperiaistrule
and exploitation continue.

Sometimes as part of inter-imperialist
contradiction or when a country is
aggressed by any imperialist power a
section may participate in the liberation
struggle. Just because of its participation
in the liberation struggle it should not be

confused whether it has acquired the
nature of anational bourgeoisie. It must be
clear that it is participating in the struggle
only aspart of the contradiction among the
imperialists to gain control over that
territory. It will not become a ‘national’
bourgeois by virtue of participating in the
liberation struggle, as the revisionists CPI
and CPM argue.

But the opportunists argue that India
is palitically independent and the CBB is
“having political-economic-military
authority” and further it is “theoretical
blindness of understanding CBB only as
part of imperialism without recognizing
this distinctness will push the practice to
the plight of groping for the way”. It is
very dangerousto describethe CBB inthis
way. Whileitistruethat theCBB in India
is not a puppet of the imperialists
describing the CBB separating it from
imperialism under minesthat theCBB is
an agent of imperialist rule and
exploitation and its interests are
insepar ably tied with theinterestsof the
imperialism; without servingimperialism
it isnot possible for it to serveitself so
that its principal character isto serve
imperialism; that its contradiction with
imperialism, as a whole, is a non-
antagonigticone. Failingtounder sand this
will lead to‘discover’ someanti imperialist
role for a section of the CBB, like the
revisionistsand theright opportunistsof
theMLM camp did earlier, and pavethe
way for astrategic united front with them
inthenameof tacticsor struggleagainst
themain enemy.

They also leveled several baseless
accusations on the Party such as that it
considers the oppression on nationalities
in India and Indian expansionism as only
an imperialist conspiracy. Also, that it is
having “ mechanical conception of
viewing feudalism means rural work and
CBB means a matter concerning urban” .
(Bulletin P-49) Actually it is only the
opportunists who have such conceptions
that our shortcomingsin urban work, work
among theworking classand UF arelinked
with our failure to have a correct
understanding about the CBB. Just one
sentence above it is said “ It is also the
reason for not giving duepriority to urban
work and the work among the working
class and for not giving due importance
to the question of UFs’ .

5. Fallacy in identifying principal

contradiction

After quoting Mao elaborately on the
principal contradiction the opportunists
concluded that in India“ the contradiction
between the alliance of the Indian ruling
classes (CBB and feudal forces) and the
broad masses becomes the principal
contradiction” . (Bulletin P-51). What are
the reasons to arrive at this conclusion? It
is said in the Bulletin that “in the rural
sphere the struggle will have to be
conducted simultaneously against feudal
exploitation as well as exploitation by
CBB, imperialism and the state,
particularly the exploitation by the CBB.
The land question, which is the core
guestion of agrarian revolution, has not
remained today as a question related with
the landlords alone. Today control over
the land is not only in the hands of the
landlords. It is in the hands of CBB and
the state aswell. The CBB's hold over the
agriculture sector asawholeisincreasing
day by day. That iswhy resolving the land
question comprehensively will be possible
only by developing struggle against
landlords and CBB classes both.” (ibid.
P-51). While it was mentioned that “the
struggle will have to be conducted
simultaneously  against  feudal
exploitation as well as exploitation of by
CBB, imperialism and the state” it was
conveniently omitted when identifying the
principal contradiction. May be they must
have thought that the ‘ control and the hold
of imperialism and the state over land and
agricultural sector’ hasnot yet reached the
level of CBB toincludethemintheprincipal
contradiction. We can list many more such
ridiculous arguments by these
opportunists.

Comrade Mao pointsout threedifferent
forms of rule and control adopted by
imperialism, which brought changesinthe
principal contradiction in a semi-colonial
country like China.

One, when imperialism directly
aggresses a semi-colonial semi-feudal
country by sending its armed forces the
contradiction between theimperialism and
that country becomes principal ; two, when
it adopts milder methods, i.e. through
political, economical and cultural, to
oppress a country, instead of military
intervention the contradiction between
feudalism and the broad masses becomes
principal; three, when therevol utionary war
reaches a stage which threatens the very
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survival of imperialism and its running
dogsimperialism sendsitsarmed forces
in support of thereactionary ruling classes
or splitstherevolutionary camp in order to
continue its rule and exploitation. In that
situation the contradiction between the
broad masses and imperialism and its
running dogs becomes principal. The
method adopted by imperialism — direct
aggression, indirect rule, and sending its
armed forcesin support of theruling classes
or splitting the revolutionary camp —
determines the overall situation in the
country and the principal contradiction.

Now, let us see how imperialismrules,
controls and exploits semi-colonial, semi-
feudal India. It still, without sending its
armed forces, adopts“ milder” methods. But
the opportunists discovered the “alliance
between feudalism and CBB” as the
principal contradiction. This alliance is
there since the birth of the comprador
bourgeoisie. The alliance is not only
between the “feudal forces” and the CBB
but itincludesimperialism also. Even after
the transfer of power to the CBB and the
“feudal forces’ thisalliancestill continues.
The opportunists should explain when the
contradiction between the ruling classes
and the broad masses become principal. Is
it from 1947, when Indiaattained ‘ political
independence’, or even before, or after
‘globalization’?

Not only thealliance, but direct control
over land wastherein the handsof al these
classes. The CBB emerged from the class
of comprador merchants, feudal lords,
brokers and big usurers. The maharaja of
Mysore was a landlord as well as a CBB
and we can find scores of such flunkeysall
over India TheTatas, Birlas, Kotharis, and
scores of other CBB own hundreds of
thousands of acres of agricultural lands
even before they get ‘ political power’. So
what isnew inthis? Do they own moreland
than the ‘traditional’ landlords? The state
is the biggest landlord in this country. It
ownsmillionsof acresof agricultural aswell
as cultivable land. If control over the land
is the criteria to determine the principal
contradiction then, why isthe stateleft out?
This opportunist concept of principal
contradictionisvery much related with their
earlier concept of ‘ capitalist penetrationin
Indian agriculture’ .

InIndia, feudalism, imperialism and the
CBB are targets of the new democratic
revolution. It is ruled by the reactionary

alliance of landlords and the CBB backed
by imperialism. The masses, under the
leadership of our Party and PLGA, are
waging a revolutionary war against these
enemies. The opportunists mix up targets
of revolution and the principal
contradiction.

6. Onintegrating aspectsof insurrection
with the strategy of PPW

The opportunists have put forward a
concept, borrowed from CPN (Maoist), of
integrating aspects of insurrection with the
strategy of PPW. They came to this
conclusion based on the ‘study and
analysis' they have made on the socio-
economic changes in the country. There
aretwo aspectsin this‘new concept’, one,
the changes in the international situation,
which demands, accordingto CPN (Maoist)
and mimicked by the opportunists, such
(con)fusion; two, the changes in the
internal situation, i.e. penetration of
capitalismin Indian agriculture.

InNepal for al their talk of insurrection,
in practice the armed strugglewasled only
in the rural areas as per the principles of
PPW; and when the movement reached the
stage of the strategic offensive, not
insurrection but parliamentary tactics is
being practiced. So the Nepal concept is
till to be seen at the ground level in their
country. Whatever, before coming out with
thisfusion theory the Nepal comradeswent
through a decade long experience of
people's war and set up extensive base
aress.

The problem with the Nepal comrade’s
new theorization is that the reason for this
new ‘path’ is not clearly outlined, nor its
implications. The only reason givenisthe
link to the new development of technology
and the supposed reduction of the world
toaglobal village enabling theimperialists
to strike anywhere with ease. So the
necessity to rise simultaneously
everywhere ........ i.e. cities and
countryside. Unfortunately their own
practice has not proved this.

But the KN theory of thisfusion theory
is somewhat different; it islinked to their
concept of capitalist development in India.
It is nothing but a ploy to avoid armed
struggle in the name of ‘incorporating
aspectsof insurrection’, asinthis* mixed”
path there is extensive peaceful
preparations to be made before the final
uprising.

The KN opportunists found some

theoretical justification for their right
opportunism when one of the
revolutionary partieswaging people' swar
and advanced to the level of strategic
offensive put forward this fusion theory.
These opportunists trembled at the
advancing people€' swar at theall Indialevel
facing the cruel repression of the state
armed forces. Evenin KN when their empty
talk of ‘initiating’ people’s war become
imminent reality in-spite of their struggle
by all means to stop it, they failed and
hastily ran away from the struggle
advancing all types opportunist theory.
The real nature of their proposal of
‘incorporating’ aspects of insurrection is
nothing but the old opportunist theory put
forward by the liquidationists VS and SM
in 1985 in the name of ‘dual policy’, i.e.
conducting guerrillawarfare (people swar)
in rural areas and political movements,
political mohilizationinthecities.

On the preparations for the urban
insurrection it should not be misconstrued
that the opportunists are sincere to that. It
isonly acover to their legalist/revisionist
tactics

So by taking recoursetothis* path’ they
havetheoretical justificationto avoid armed
struggle, which has been the source and
cause of their deviation, and do ‘ peaceful’
andlegal work. Intheir conception asthere
is significant capitalist development and
also semi-feudalism; the capitalist
development will entail the insurrection
path and the continuation of semi-feudalism
will entail thePPW path. Thisisnaiveformal
logic not a dialectical approach to the
problem; it is like saying a horse has four
legs and a donkey has four legs so ahorse
is same as a donkey.

7. On Starting Armed Struggle and
Building BaseAreain Malnad

The quintessence of the opportunists
in devel oping the revol utionary movement,
particularly starting armed struggle is
similar to the opportunist line of the TN-
DV and CPR groups. Thisis making mass
struggles (of course it is a euphemism of
opportunists for only legal struggles) a
precondition for starting armed struggle.
The principal and immediate task of the
revolutionary party in asemi-feudal semi-
colonial country is to mobilize the broad
massesin the revolutionary war. How this
should be done depends upon the overall
situation, i.e. the sharpness of contradiction
between the exploiters and the exploited
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prevailing in that area, the level of
consciousness of the masses to fight
against the exploitation and oppression, the
attitude of the state towards the
revolutionary movement, the preparedness
of the party to wage the struggle — and it
is not just depending upon the socio-
economic conditions.

Just like any other right opportunists
and revisionists the KN opportunists also
accuse that the masses, in Manad, are not
prepared for the armed struggle. People
haveto be‘ prepared’ by taking legal forms
of propaganda and partial struggles. This
‘line’ isput forwarded by the liquidationist
SNS, TN-DV, CP Reddy group, SOC of
Tamilnadu and others. Not withstanding
some differences between them, these
organizationsare ' preparing’ the massesfor
the last thirty five yearsto start the armed
struggle. Even after three and half decades
the ‘preparations’ are yet to be compl eted.
None of them is sure when they are going
to complete this ‘preparation’. The KN
opportunists have become the new heirs
of this*glorious’ tradition.

They say that “Malnad is a relatively
developed area and it isnot purely under
thefirst category of Srategic area. Sowe
must adopt different tactics taking these
changes into consideration”.

Thisargument, although not in the same
language, is not completely new in the
history of the Communist movement. The
question of building base areas is one of
the demarcating lines between the right
opportunistsand therevolutionaries. Inthe
name of centralized state machinery,
modern army, devel oped economy or some
other pretext the opportunists oppose the
possibility of building base areasin India.
Those who claim themselves as “Marxist
scholars’ advance some more arguments
like in the present international situation
where the imperialists have penetrated
deep into the remotest rural areas,
particularly after globalization, the
expansion of the‘ market economy’ and as
a corollary these remote areas are drawn
into the cobweb of ‘market relations’ and
become part and parcel of the ‘world
economy’, it is impossible to build Base
areas, sustain and expand them; at the most
one can retain some armed bands and
engage in armed clashes with the state
armed forces. The opportunists, although
do not directly oppose the possibility of
building base areas, but in the name of

concrete condition of Malnad they raise
guestions on the party line whether it is
correct to categorize Malnad as first type
of strategic area. (There is nothing in the
document as “first category of strategic
ared’ it issaid only as strategic areas and
other types of rural areas).

The relative development of capitalist
relationsin Malnad is not even throughout
theregion. For that matter thereisnoregion
inIndiathat is developed evenly and there
is no region with out the penetration of
capitalist relations. Such growth is not
something new but it has started with the
commencement of plantations during the
colonial period and continues to grow. In
all these strategic regions revolutionary
war is the principal form of struggle and
armed formations of revol utionary masses,
i.e. people’'sarmy isthe principal form of
organization. The masses must be
organized principally on the basis of
revolutionary politics and organization.
This is the most important task. Without
this the revolutionary movement cannot
advance. However, thisdoes not mean that
other forms of struggle and organization
are not important. While paying our main
attention to implement this principal task,
we must also pay proper attention to
achieve other tasks. In fact, the principal
task cannot be accomplished without
paying adequate attention to other tasks.

By keeping this strategic approach in
mind we have to adopt suitable tactics,
which will help to achieve the main task.
Only by advancing in this direction,
preparing the party, army and the masses
for death defying sacrifices and training
them up through an arduous process, by
adopting appropriate tactics taking
concrete changes in the enemy camp and
our camp, we can build guerrillazonesand
base areas. The KN movement has already
embarked in thisdirection. The arguments
by the opportunists are intended to divert
from this direction and will deviate the
movement from this correct orientation.

There is no doubt that we have some
limitationsand shortcomingsin organizing
the broad masses in an effective way on
anti-feudal, anti-imperialist, anti-state
issues and building struggles. We have
reviewed this and are making serious
attempts to rectify this shortcoming.
Concretely, serious efforts are being made
to build such struggles. But to brand that
the party does not have any understanding

and policy or tacticson theseissuesislike
making a mountain out of a molehill. The
erstwhile PW and MCCI partieshavetaken
up many such struggleswhere theseissues
havecomeupinguerrillazonesand alsoin
other areas. Joint fronts were formed and
struggleswere conducted on el ectricity, on
remunerative prices, onirrigation water, on
famine etc., but they could not be
developed into a mighty movement dueto
our shortcomings and enemy repression.
Evenin KN, with all their shortcomingsand
weaknesses, the comrades there had tried
to build the movement by taking up these
types of issues. In fact, in the beginning
our mass base was mainly based on the
struggle against the Kuduremukh national
park. Apart from this, cover organizations
were formed. Campaigns and struggles
were taken up to some extent against the
forest department on evicting the adivasis
inthe name of ‘ clearing the encroachments
and alsoto assert therights of theAdivasis
over the forest. Groundwork for building
broad-frontsfor the arecagrowerswas also
made.

But what the opportunists say, apart
from distorting these facts, is to “build
legal broad-fronts and legal struggles as
the principal form of organization and
struggle’ for along period. In the name of
‘developed area’ they want to ‘prepare
the masses for ‘revolutionary war’ by
adopting the above said utter reformist
‘tactics’ purely based on economism. This
understanding of the opportunists
counters the political line of the party on
building movementsin the strategic areas.

The fact is, socia investigation was
conducted in about 125 villages by
selecting model villagesintheAdivasi, non-
Adivasi, mixed population and CBB areas.
On the basis of this investigation a report
“ Social conditionin Malnad” waswritten
and tactics were adopted based on this
report and under the orientation of the
party’s document strategy and tactics.
Except taking part in the discussions none
of the members of this opportunist clique
had participated in this process of
investigation. It was explained in the
meetings and in the plenums that it was
only apreliminary study and further study
is needed in the process of developing the
class struggle in Malnad. Even in the
investigation report it was mentioned only
as*“ A report based on preliminary social
investigation conducted by survey teams
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during August-October 2001 in the
Perspective Area”.

Dominance of semi-feudal relationsin
Malnad was explained in theinvestigation
report, which was approved in the July 2002
SC mesting.

While emphasizing the predominance
of the semi-feudal relationsthe report also
explainsthelevel of capitalist aspectsthere.
“There is capitalist penetration in
agriculture” . “ Itistruethat labour power
is bought and sold. This is a capitalist
trait. Itisalsotruethat land existsin the
formof private property. Thelegal system
providesfor the purchase and sale of land.
This also is a capitalist trait. Thirdly,
agricultural production does take place
for the market. This also is a capitalist
trait. But thereisa semi-feudal rider that
operates behind all this. And that is what
is principal”.

When these are the facts the
opportunistsdistort themin order tojustify
their disruption of the party and movement.
Without making even the slightest effort
to study the conditions they have came to
the conclusion that the situation in Malnad
isdifferent and needs’ different’ tactics. We
have seen people who study something
and come to different conclusions and
changing the tactics. But these
opportunists have the audacity to propose
‘new tactics’ with their half baked ideas.

.......... The second aspect they say is
that Malnad is not a ‘localized economy
and it is depending on the national
international markets’. The way the
opportunists explained thisis that Malnad
cannot be liberated before the whole
country isliberated. Therefore, thereisno
question of any advancement of class
struggle to develop it in to armed agrarian
revolutionary war and building abase area
there. It will remain as a ‘guerrilla zone
without guerrillawar for a‘long time’ or
eternal period because the revolutionary
forces cannot control the national and
international trade without which the
commercial crops produced in Malhad
cannot be marketed. This is nothing but
vulgarizing the very concept of liberated
base. The truth is that the opportunists do
not have confidencein building base areas
not only in Malnad but in the whole of
India. Their concept of penetration of
capitalist relations haunts them in every
aspect of building the revolutionary
movement. If you look at the tactics put

forward by them and their concept of
‘building political movements’ clearly
exposes their concept of not building base
areas. The essence of the preconditions
they have given for building base areas
means it is not possible to build base area
not only in Malnad but also al over India.
Who can assurethat asituation will emerge
that the enemy will be unable to “impose
an economic blockade’?

The experiences of China, Vietnam,
Philippines, Nepal shows that the market
relation between the base area and the
“outside” area was not snapped despite
the economic blockade by the enemy.
Regular flow of goods and essential
commodities are maintained with the
“outside world”. Of course, the economy
in the base area may not remain the same
way before its liberation. It will be re-
oriented in accordance with the
requirements of the people. Naturally, it
entailsgreat deal of sacrificeand hardship.
If the leadership deals this problem as an
inseparable part of PW and mobilize masses
of that area and the country then only it
will certainly succeed. Whenthe peopleare
motivated by the revolutionary politicsand
when they realize that they arethe masters
of their own destiny, not just the economy,
they will be ready for any sacrifice and
hardship.

The usua refrain of the opportunists
will be that the Chinese conditions were
different during that time. Thereisnot even
aniotaof doubt that the conditionsin China
wasdifferent and it cannot bereplicated as
itis, but what lessons do we get from that
revolution? Is it possible to break the
encirclement and suppression campaign
and the economic blockade or should we
‘wait till the enemy will be unable to
impose economic blockade' ? Then what
policy we should adopt-a revolutionary
oneor reformist-in Malnad and Karnataka
to create that situation in the county? It is
another demarcation between
revolutionaries and opportunists/
revisionists.

No doubt, the conditions not only in
Malnad but in the whole Western Ghats
aredifferent from other strategic areasand
vice-versa in some aspects. Commercial
crops like coffee, tea, rubber, cardamom,
pepper, areca, fruitsand vegetables, flowers
etc. are produced in large quantity and
marketed outside that area. But the people
are not just doing that. They also engage

considerably or to a large extent in
production of food grain and minor forest
produce and services. The poor and middle
peasants grow commercial crops primarily
for their subsistence. Moreover, the market
for cropsliketea, coffee, pepper, cardamom,
rubber, and arecanut can be‘localized’ toa
considerable level. Raw rubber, curing of
cardamom, pepper, tea, and coffee can be
doneat thehomeindustrieslocally. Similar
to agricultural cooperatives industrial
cooperatives aso can be formed. How are
we going to accomplish these tasks? How
doweensurethewell being of the masses?
Only in the process of building,
consolidating and expanding the base
areas, taking enemy tactics and other
objective and subjective factors into
consideration we can formulate suitable
measuresfromtimetotime.

On the question of infrastructure,
anyone who has knowledge of our
movement, either in AP and NT, or the
“backward regions” of DK, AOB,
Chattisgarh, Jharkhand, MP, Maharashtra,
Orissa, Bihar, and Bengal can easily
understand the level of infrastructural
development taking placein thoseregions,
particularly in  transport and
communication. Almost every nook and
corner, except few pockets, can be
approached by motor within a range of 5
KMs. Now the enemy engages helicopters
for aerial survey, transporting personnel
and goods and it will not be too far that
they will be engaged in bombing and other
combat operations. In the age of satellite
communications, where the ruling classes
use most modern equipmentsand centralize
al information, differencesin the level of
infrastructure for military maneuvering is
negligible. However, thisdoesnot mean that
there is no difference between state
governments, the tactics they adopt and
theterrain in Malnad and other areas. But
making comparison like most “ advanced”
and “backward” not only exposes their
ignorance of the concrete situation of our
movement and enemy tacticsbut also alack
of acorrect understanding on the question
of conducting People'swar in India.

8. Wrong Concept towards Mass Work
& Mass Struggle

A major issuethat thisgroupisraising
is that the Party is not adopting a correct
approach to mass work and mass struggle.
They claim that there is an over emphasis
on armed struggle and that in the name of
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armed struggle, mass struggleisneglected.
This is a common theme of even the
revisionists in the ML garb like the
Liberation, Kanu Sanyal and ND groups
and so this needs clarification once again
(the issue had earlier been taken up in a
comment on the Kanu Sanyal on their
founding Conference a couple of years
back).

Though there has been no doubt that
some weaknessin our ability to politically
mobilize the masses, and this has been
recognized by the Party (and steps
considered for correcting it), the ground
reality is that the mass mobilization on a
reasonably large scaleistaking place only
in the armed struggle areas while in other
areasit isvery limited. The ability of our
party to mobilize the masses hasincreased
in areaswherewe have advanced thearmed
struggle. So, the logic of pitting the mass
struggle to the armed struggle is absurd.
Besides what isthe mobilizing capacity of
those who constantly emphasize legal
struggles and who wax eloquent about
mass work/mass struggle like the KM SK
and others? Even after decades of work
their ability at mobilization of the massesis
very limited.

But leaving asidethisground reality the
problemisthe question of approach. Itisa
political question. The question arises as
to mass work for what purpose? The
revisionists and other bourgeois parties
also mobilize the massesfor their demands
in order to extend their vote base. The
reformists and NGOs aso mobilize the
masses either to consciously control the
movements or keep them within certain
limits, or with an understanding that getting
relief is al that is possible. It is only the
M aoistswho are mohilizing the masseswith
the perspective of awakening them against
the entire system and of drawing theminto
therevolutionary strugglefor the overthrow
of the present order. Organizational
building also takes place with different
perspectives: the fully legal loose mass
structures suit the politics of vote/reform
and approach for compromise. While solid
mass organizations, with a strong cadre
base, having an underground structure
withinit, isgeared for militant battles and
with arevolutionary perspective.

The question isnot merely whether one
has a few mass struggles or not, but how
to draw the masses into the revolutionary
movement on amass scale whiletaking up

their strugglesaround their partial demands
and immediate problems. How to draw the
vast masses into the struggle for political
power? It is this problem that needs to be
addressed and not merely the question of
taking mass strugglesin general. What the
leaders of the KMSK and the other so-
called M-L groups emphasize in practice
are mass struggles maintained within the
confines of bourgeois legality and open
structures, which restricts the struggles
from taking more militant and effective
forms. Thisalone in their opinion is mass
movement. For the rest they use terms as
sectarianism, anarchism, even terrorism.
They dread the propagation of
revolutionary politics widely amongst the
masses and seek to confine this to small
circles. The only result of all their ‘mass
work’ is nothing but economist and
reformist activities.

No revolution can advance until and
unless the vast masses are mobilized to
actively participate on a mass scale in it
and not merely stay as passive observers.
To do sorequiresthat the Party, the people’s
army (or defence units) and the UF be
effectively consolidated while doing the
mass work. Building the secret Party deep
amongst the masses and drawing theminto
the armed struggle and anti-imperialist,
anti-feudal United Front can aloneresultin
effectively wielding the three magic
weapons of revolution for the seizure of
political power. While mobilizing the
massesthishasto bethegoal, or therewill
beno revolution. Let alonerevolution there
will not be even any effective political
mobilization on the issues of the day. The
mass organizations will get bogged down
in routine activities and remain indifferent
to the big political issues being throw up
dally.

This politics has to be introduced in
the massesin amost creative and effective
way, combining partial struggles with
revolutionary propaganda and militant
actions, coupled with systematic
organi zational consolidation. Andin order
to give such depth to the mass movement
itisonly possiblethrough deep integration
of theorganizersin their areas of work and
having a good understanding of the pulse
of the masses. Besides, consolidation of
this work politically, through raising the
political consciousness of the masses and
consolidating the advanced sections into
secret party cells, activists groups and

mass organization leaders is not possible
without such deep integration.

Many of these so-called revolutionaries
of the KMSK type and other such groups
seek to maintain their petti-bourgeois
existence; do not consider the need to
deeply integrate with the oppressed
massesand sofor al their talk of masswork
themobilization can only be superficial and
lacks depth. Without such integration
neither are comrades from petti-bourgeois
background are able to de-classify nor are
they ableto build effective class struggles.
Most of these elementsthat pit mass work
against armed struggle, have mostly this
superficia style of functioning where at
best they can build a trade union type of
mass organi zation with areformist agenda
that serveslittle purpose for advancing the
revolution. The experience in KN mass
work, particularly in LDOs (Legal
Democratic Organizations) isnot different
fromthis. It has been reviewed many times
that our masswork mainly revolvesaround
petti-bourgeois circles, confining only to
holding seminars, meetings and protest
marches. In thelast six yearsit has hardly
reached the basic masses.

Doing revolutionary propagandain an
abstract and mechanical way has little
impact; also shying away from
revolutionary propaganda on any pretext
does not help draw the masses for the
revolution. Itisonly by knowing the pulse
of the masses that revolutionary
propaganda can be creatively taken
amongst them and they can be mobilized
politically.

There is no doubt some short-comings
inour ability to draw the masseson awide
scale into the political struggles exist, but
the solution to this lies elsewhere and not
as the KMSK would have us believe in
divorcing the struggle around partial
demands from revolutionary politics,
divorcing all UF activity from the aim of
building the Strategic UF in India, and
divorcing the mass struggles from the
armed struggle. Such an approach can only
lead us into the mire of reformism,
economism and finally revisionism.

With thiswe completethemain political/
ideological questions raised. There are
others too, but these are the main.

CONCLUSION:

The essence of the KMSK line is to
counter the very proletarian line of the
Maoist party in India and divert the
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revolution from the path of protracted
people's war. Their differences are in the
realm of theory and the party programme,
on the question of strategy of the Indian
revolution and on basic organizational
principles.

Politically they negate the very
programme of the party by: questioning the
semi-feudal character of thecountry (inthis
they create more confusion by not taking
any clear-cut positions); the question of
the semi-colonial character of the country
giving atype of independent status to the
CBB and veering towards the discredited
dependency theories; on the question of
principal contradiction they bring forward
somealliancetheoriesthereby negating that
theaxisof thelndian revolution asagrarian
revolution.

On the question of the strategy for the
path of the Indian revolution they oppose
the path of protracted people' swar and are
putting forward some vague concept of
fusion between the insurrection path and
that of PPW. Not only that they nowhere
show how thispathisto beimplementedin
practice and how their present practiceis
linked to this‘path’.

Even on organizational questions they
basically oppose the well-established
principle of democratic centralism in the
name of fighting bureaucracy. No
proletarian party in the world can be built
without this organizational principle, which
is the most democratic, that so far exists.
Also on the question of the mass
movements and mass organizations they
promote economism, spontaneity, legalism
and oppose any kind of revolutionary
political propaganda and agitation.

In the realm of philosophy they utilize
eclecticism and formal logic instead of
dialectica materiaism.

So we see in all spheres they have
distanced themselves from the Maoist
movement. Not only that their practice has
a high degree of opportunism and
disruptions. It isnot a coincidence that the
origin of this debate can be traced to the
decision of the SC/CC to begin armed
struggle in the Malnad region. They first
sought to delay it, then to postpone it and
finally to stop it altogether. When none of
this worked they sought to link it to the
line of the Party and in the name of
‘differences’ deserted the Party and
distanced themselves from the armed
struggle. But instead of modestly accepting
their shortcomings and taking up activities

commensurate to their preparedness they
sought to adjust the line of the Party
according to their preparedness and
accordingly split the party to disrupt the
revolutionary movement. When theenemy
is adopting various tactics to wipe out the
revolutionary movement and the party and
PLGA, which leadsit, one of histacticsis
to split the party or create confusion on
the revolutionary line. No doubt for the
role they played the KN opportunists, let
alone attract repression from the ruling
classes will be showered with al sorts of
praise. The level of opportunism of this
factional group can be understood by the
fact that one of its prime leaders was a
delegate to the erstwhile PW Congress of
2001 where he was one of the participants
who sought to push a left sectarian line.
Within six months of this he became the
prime pusher of the right opportunist line
in Karnataka; a 180 degree somersault. It
was also he together with the other
Karnataka delegate who presented the
Malnad plan to the Congress and the CC.
Within afew months he became the prime
pusher for its postponement in the name of
‘preparations’ and then its withdrawal by
placing an alternative plan.

Today the KM SK has brought forward
their right opportunist line to sabotage the
revolutionary movement in Karnatakafrom
its very roots. Whatever maybe their
intentions, objectively they seek the
disruption of the revolutionary movement
and itsliquidation. History has shown that
at important turning points in a
revolutionary movement such non-
proletarian lines do arise which seeks to
destroy the Party fromwithin. If it prevails
the party is destroyed and turned into a
revisionist party. History has shown that
even the best of communist parties have
been destroyed from within. The great
CPSU, which successful fought the
Hitlerian hordes was destroyed by
Khrushchev revisionism. The legendary
CPC with three decades of revolutionary
practice and another nearly equal length of
socialist construction, which included the
huge strides made during the GPCR was
finally defeated by Deng revisionism. A
similar fate can be seen of many aparty in
Europe. Today the much-weakened state
of the communist movement worldwideis
primarily due to the prevalence of these
bourgeois lines that have gnawed at the
very vitals of communist parties and
movements. That is why we say that it is

revisionism that is the main danger to the
communist movement.

So also the Karnataka splittersthrough
their line and disruptive methods have, to
some extent, been able to push back the
advance of the revolutionary movement in
Karnateka.

The entire Party must seriously study
and understand the essence of the political
and organizational line of the splittersand
what itsimplicationsfor the revolutionary
movement are. By developing a deep
understanding and refutation of this line
wecanraisethepolitical level of theentire
party to be aert against such trends and
understand how such non-proletarian
trends worm their way into the Party and
grow to become a revisionist line to stab
the revolutionary movement in the back.

Such opportunists generally raisetheir
head utilizing someweaknessesin the party
and/or setback in the movement as the
pretext for questioning thevery proletarian
line and basis of the party. Instead of
pinpointing the causes for the weakness
and reasons for the setback and work hard
collectively to rectify and overcome from
the weaknesses such opportunists give the
weaknesses/setback as the reasons for
questioning the very line of the Party. What
the KMSK has done is nothing new. We
see this often in past history. For example
SNS pushed hisrevisionist lineinthe name
of countering theleft sectarian weaknesses
and the setback after Naxalbari. Again a
right opportunist line was pushed by VS-
SM utilizing some of theweaknessesin the
then movement of the erstwhile CPI (ML)
(PW). Similarly the KMSK has pushed
their line utilizing the weaknesses in the
movement and difficulties faced in
advancing thearmed strugglein KN, aplace
that has never seen such a practice.

As long as class struggle in society
exists, such alien class trends will be
reflected in the Party of the proletariat,
which, if not counteredintime, will destroy
it from within. Let us draw lessons from
thisexample by negative experience, further
develop our grasp of MLM and the political
line of the Party, firmly counter such
retrogressive views and activities, seek
proper solutions to our weaknesses
through a frank self-critical approach,
overcome stagnations and setbacks where
they exist by getting to the roots of the
actual problem, and through this process
advance the revolution to a higher stage
beating back the enemy offensive.
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ﬁress Release:

CCOMPOSA CALLS ON PEOPLE’S OF SOUTH ASIA TO OPPOSE
INDIAN RULERS AND US IMPERIALIST GROWING INTERVENTION
IN SOUTH ASIAN COUNTRIES

HE Indian rulers seek total

domination of the countries of
South Asia acting as the gendarme of the
US in this region. At the recently held
SAARC Summit it went sofar asto propose
a South Asia Parliament seeking to
undermine even the existing limited
sovereignty of the South Asian countries.
Earlier they had proposed a common
currency for the region to further
consolidatetheir economic hegemony inthe
region. At the SAARC Summit it continued
to push SAFTA { South Asian Free Trade
Association) in order to dominate the
markets of the region and allow the
unhindered freeflow of goodsmadein India
{mostly by the big comprador houses and
the TNCs} to al countries of South Asia.

CCOMPOSA CALLSforthedisbanding
of SAARC and the setting up genuine
forums of people to people relations
between the countries of South Asia

In addition the US has been
aggressively and blatantly intervening in
theinternal affairsof all countriesof South
Asia. Their ambassadors are acting as de-
facto extra-constitutional powersdictating
terms and making open statements. Not
only that they are directly involved in the
counter-insurgency operations and are in
the forefront to push for fascist measures
against the struggling people of theregion.

Lately, the Indian rulers, backed by the
US, have been even more crudely
intervening in the internal affairs of
neighboring countries and even more
crudely crushing the national aspirations
for self-determination of the Kashmiri,
Naga, Manipuri, Assamese, etc people.

InNepal, theIndian ruling classes have
been playing an active role to diffuse the
democratic aspirations of the Nepalese
people and prop up the reactionary
elements after isolating the Magists. They
have been instigating the Madheshi people
of the Terrai against the Maoists, in league
with the Nepalese monarchy. Hindu
fundamentalists have been particularly
active in setting up vigilante gangs to
murder activists ashappened in Gaur where
28 Maoists were killed. Recently these
gangs murdered a Central Committee
member of YCL {Young Communist
League} inthe Terrai region together with
another comrade. The Indian ambassador

has, of |ate, been pro-active, roaminginthe
interiors of Nepal offering large sums of
money for schools, hospitals, roads, etcin
order to wean away the masses from the
influence of the Maoists. In addition the
Indian para-military havefired onand killed
the Bhutani refugees of Nepali origin,
residingin Nepali camps, from returning to
their motherland and have been fully
involved in the US conspiracy to transport
60,000 refugeesto the West as somemodern
day form of slave labour. The US
imperialists and Indian rulers have been
working together to prop up the
reactionaries and neutralize the Maoists.
CCOMPOSA strongly condemns the role
of the Indian rulers and US in Nepal and
demands that they stop meddling in the
affairsof Nepal and the India people bring
to justice the murderous gangs operating
across the Nepal ese border.

In Bangladesh the Indian rulers have
utilized the present army-backed caretaker
government to push through massive deals
for Indian big comprador houses. They
have sought to help the Tatas to make
massive investments there and lately the
Mittals have signed a gigantic deal in the
energy sector of Bangladesh. The Indian
ambassador hasbeen actively actinginthe
country together with the US ambassador
inthe dealings between thevariouspalitical
parties and the caretaker government.
CCOMPOSA demands that the large
natural wealth of poverty stricken
Bangladesh beutilized for the devel opment
of their own country and people and not
robbed by Indian compradors and the US
imperidists.

In Sri Lankathey openly threatened the
government whenit sought armsfrom China
and Pakistan. The Indian rulers have
already imposed humiliating free-trade
agreements on Sri Lanka. They have also
surreptitiously been assisting the Sri Lanka
government to crush the just aspirations
of the Tamil people for a Tamil Elam.
CCOMPOSA demands the scrapping all
these unequal agreements and supportsthe
just struggle of the Tamil people for their
self-determination from the jack-boots of
the Sri Lankan ruling classes.

In addition the Indian rulers continue
to maintain and tighten their vice-like grip
over the small countries of the region like

Bhutan, Maldives, etc and continue their
attempts to bully Pakistan utilizing the
Kashmir card. Particularly they continueto
forcibly maintain the oppressed
nationalities within Indian hegemony. Not
only does the Indian army of occupation
crush their just demands with utmost
brutality, they have been pitting one section
of the people against the other to drown
their just strugglesin oceans of blood. This
isto be seenin Nagaland, Manipur, Assam,
Kashmir and elsewhere. Besidesthe Indian
rulershavelaunched agenocidal campaign
to crush the revolutionary movement in
India itself, massacring hundreds in
Chhatisgarh under the banner of Salwa
Judum and killing in fake encounters
throughout the country. CCOMPOSA
condemns these brutal fascist attacks and
demands that the people of the oppressed
nationalities be allowed to determine their
own future and the immediate and total
withdrawal of Indian army and para-military
forcesfrom all theseregions.

South Asia has become a burning
cauldron of revolutionary, democratic and
nationality movements. CCOMPOSA
supportsall thesejust movementsand calls
on the peoples of the countries and nations
of South Asiato unite against their common
enemy, the Indian expansionism; to kick the
US imperialists out of the region, and
intensify their struggle against all
reactionariesin theregion.

1) Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla-
CC; PBSP(CC) [Bangladesh|

2) Communist Party of East Bengal
(ML)(Red Flag); CPEB (ML)(Red Flag)
[Bangladesh]

3) Bangladesher
Dal (Marxist-Leninist)
[Bangladesh]

4) Communist Party of Bhutan (Marxit-
Leninist-Maoist) CPB (MLM)

5) Communist Party of India(Maoist) ;
CPI (Maoist)

6) Communist Party of India(Marxist-
Leninist) Naxalbari CPI-ML (Naxalbari)
[Indig]

7) Communist Party of India(Marxist-
Leninist-Maoist) CPI (MLM) [India]

8) Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist);
CPN (Maoist) [Nepal]

June2507

Samyobadi
BSD(ML)

PM
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Red Salutes to Com Ajayda;Central committee Member of CPI(Maoist)

As we go to the press the tragic news came in of the martyrdom of veteran Maoist leader, com.
Ajayda. Living an underground life for nearly four decades, he died an untimely death due to suspected
cerebral malaria at the age of just 64.

Com. Ajayda joined the communist movement in the late 1960s, faced brutal torture and jail in West
Bengal in the 1970s, and through all the twists and turns in the Maoist movement in India he always
stayed with the genuine revolutionary line. He was a Central Committee member of the erstwhile CPI
(ML)(PU), then the CPI (ML)(PW) after the merger in 1998, and of the present CPI (Maoist). In spite of
poor health he never wavered and continued the hard life of an underground revolutionary. All comrades
can learn from such steadfastness and devotion to the cause of the people.

We pay our revolutionary tributes to this veteran communist leader and will print a full obituary in the

next issue.

Continued from page 13

activists say it has relatively come down.
But there are still incidentswhere the wife
isleft and another wife is brought. Earlier
the abandoned wife did not have any say
in the property, though she had children.
Shehad tolook after herself or the parental
family supported her. Now the janathana
sarkar issolving itin adifferent manner. In
one case where the man brought a second
wife, thejudicial committee ordered himto
give a share of property to the abandoned
wife. It specified the amount of land, the
cattle and other such things.

Due to the genocipulses Salva Judum
campaign, the people areforced to goto a
weekly market much distant from where
they used to go earlier. Keeping inview the
problem of distance, the cultural committee
arranged small markets near thevillages. It
discussed and took money from the
janathana sarkar and brought articlesfrom
the market and sold them.

When they fought back theinitial phase
of Salva Judum, the committee, on behalf
of the janathana sarkar conducted a

‘Bhoomkal Kharsad', meaning festival of
all. It helped the CNM write songson Salva
Judum.

In a big move, the cultural committee
brought a change in the participation of
women infestivalsand especially hunting.
Earlier women were not allowed to
participatein thesefestivals. Thewomen's
organization broke the tradition to alarge
extent and now the janathana sarkar is
advancingit to other such issues. Recently
it succeeded in making women part of
hunting teams. This was the first time in
the history of this area. The tradition did
not allow women even to eat meat until
recently.

As apart of increasing the production
activity, the cultural committee also takes
up propaganda about production and the
modes of production.

The education committee looks after
the establishment of schools and hostels.
It arrangesteachers. Their salariesareeither
inthe form of kind or contributing to their
agricultural production from the villagers.

During the Salva Judum campaign the
education committee did a lot when the
government closed down many of the
schools. It held meetings with the teachers
and students and promised them to start
schools later. And it did. Some of the
students were sent to the schools in the
near by towns.

Makers of their own
change

The above facts clearly bring forth the
fact that the adivasis of Dandakarnyahave
succeeded in laying a path to change their
lives. This change does not benefit single
individuals person. It isconcerned with the
change in the lives of each and everyone
and the society asawhole. Thusthe people
have taken the steering of their lives into
their own hands. They are making great
leaps forward in the economic and the
superstructure sectors, putting the
parliamentary democracy to shame and
throwing achallengeto theso called modern
and developing world. PM

Continued from page 28

in 1985 he was a member of the first NT
Special Zonal Committee. After the 1995
Special Conference when the Party was
severely hit by the state repression in
Nizamabad district he took the
responsibility for the district as the
secretary. He played an important role
guiding the districts of Karimnagar and
Nizamabad until 2000. In 2000, after the
martyrdom of coms. Shyam, Mahesh and
Murali, he became the secretary of the
NTSZC. In the 2001 Congress of the CPI
(ML) (PW) he was elected to the Central
Committee and wasa so apart of the Central
Military Commission and he continued in
this responsibility in the newly merged

party, CPl (Maoist). In 2005 asamember of
the CC of the CPI (Maoist), after the
martyrdom of the earlier state secretary
Com. Saket Rajan, he took over the
responsibility of Karnataka and
successfully united the state unit against
the right opportunist splittests and also
took leadership of advancing the armed
struggle in the Western Ghats.

In 1993 he married martyred comrade
Padmaand thetwo of them werelegendary
fightersof North Telengana; never knowing
fear and courageously resisting the enemy
even when all seemed lost. It was their
heroic resistance, for example that saved
an entire camp where adistrict conference

was being held in sept. 2000 which was
exposed by acovert; inwhich SZC member
com. Vinod was martyred. When the Party
CC decided to beginthefirst raidson police
stations in 1996 in order to beat back the
increased attacks of the police and to bring
aleap in the movement, he was the main
commander inall thoseraids.

Com Murali will dwaysbe remembered
by his comrades for his heroic role in the
revolutionary movement; his simple ness
and straightforwardness, and as a
dedicated and selfless comrade. We pay
our deepest homage to com Murali and
vow to continue to take forward theideals
for which he fought and died. PM

PEOPLE'S MARCH, September 2007

25



ﬂress Release:

JOINT STATEMENT OF INDO-NAGA PEOPLE’S SOLIDARITY MEET
Released in the press Conference at Dimapur on the June 30, 2007--downloaded from the Internet

E the undersigned from various

parts of India and Nagalim
express our deep sense of concern for the
way in which the Indian state has been
dealing with the Naga peopl€' s movement
and the people’s democratic movement s
invarious parts of India. We condemn the
brutal suppression of voices of the people
who have been fighting for their right to
self-determination and liberation from all
kinds of oppression.

The Naga people’s struggle for self-
determination and independence has been
one of the longest fought struggles in the
Indian sub-continent. \We express our
support and solidarity to the Nagas
people’' smovement for National Liberation
from the shackles of the Indian ruling elite
and unequivocally state that the Naga
People’s right of self-determination is
inalienably just and part of the
internationally recognized basic rights of
the people.

Further we state that it is the bounden
duty of the Indian revolutionary and
democratic forces and individuals to
support the Naga people’s struggle for
national liberation and independence.

We also support and express our
solidarity, in this context, to all national
liberation struggles in the Indian sub-
continent and to the struggles of the people
for liberation from imperialist and feudal
shackles and all forces of oppression and
exploitation.

We are deeply concerned and agonized
on the prevailing condition in the state of
Chhattisgarh, particularly in Bastar where
the revolutionary and democratic people
have been brutally attacked and
suppressed by the repressive anti-people
statein the name of Salwa Judum, an extra-
consgtitutional and criminal vigilante group
created by the government of Chhatisgarh
and abetted by the Central government of
India. Along with several battalions of
paramilitary and police forces, the Indian
army is engaged in the so-called counter-
insurgency operations, trying to suppress
an extraordinary revolutionary mass
movement against exploitation and for
developing aself-reliant and Free People's
Republic of India.

The Salwa Judumgoonsaong with the
91RB and Mizo battalions have been at the
forefront in unleashing the worst kind of
atrocities on the people of Bastar region.
The state agencies have used the 9 IRB
battalion to create terror among the people
by circulating exotic and demonizing
propaganda that the Naga soldier would
crush the people’'s movement very easily
using their devilishtantric capabilities. The
people’'s movement has encountered these
kinds of evil designs of the Indian state by
effectively countering thismisinformation
campaign by giving the people of the
region the true human picture of the Nagas
and about their movement for
independence.

The repressive security operations of
theIndian State haveresulted inrape, arson
and brutal killings of the people not even
sparing the children and women. The
Indian security forces have been playing
therole of mercenariesin Chhattisgarh.

We as the team of concerned citizens
appeal to the Naga peopl€'s organi zations
and all freedom living people hereto raise
their voice against the Indian State devious
design of pitting people against people. We
also appeal to all democratic organizations
and people in this region to put pressure
on the Indian government to withdraw 9
IRB and Mi zo battalionsfrom Chhattisgarh.
These battalions have been used at the
frontal attack on the innocent tribal
population of Chhattisgarh. Many of the
atrocities committed by the 9 IRB battalion
in Chhattisgarh have been well documented
by various civil and democratic right
organizations.

Asof now, many of the Nagasoldiers—
as is being reported in the local press
of Chhattisgarh—have been going through
acute psychological trauma and their
condition has been very serious. We feel
sorry for them. They have been the ideal
cannon fodder in the brutal repressive
policy of the Indian state against the
adivasi peopleof Chhattisgarh. They have
not been able to cope up with the
adverse conditions under which they have
been forced to live and commit the worst
kind of atrocities on the people of
Chhattisgarh.

Wethemembersof theteam from India
are happy to be here and to keep abreast of
the situation here. We are thankful to al
those organizations, individuals and the
press of the region for their kind help and
concern. We are touched by the great
sense of hospitality and warmth of the Naga
people. Itisareflection of the valuesthat
they hold for in their more than half a
century long strugglefor their right to bea
free people. It is also a kind gesture of
reassurance of their concern as well as
solidarity for the people of Indiawhich has
been the central principleof their struggle.
We believe that the Naga people are not
alone in their struggle against oppression
and domination. They havetheir solidarity
fromtheir brothersand sistersin Indiawho
are also fighting against all forms of
exploitation.

Once again the team members from
the different regions of India would take
this opportunity to thank the Naga
Ho Ho, the Naga Mothers Association,
Naga People’s Movement for Human
Rights, Naga Student’s Federation and
a number of others for making this
whole visit possible and we are confident
that this would go a long way in the
days to come as a long lasting friendship
based on the values—demaocracy, justice

and freedom.

Prof. Amit Bhattacharya, Head,
Department of History, Jadavpur
University, Kolkata.

Dr. N. Venuh, Secretary General,
NPMHR

Abhishek Srivastave, Freelance
Journalist, Delhi

G N Saibaba, Revolutionary Democratic
Front.

Prosun Chatterjee, Gana Pratirodh
Manch, West Bengal.

Rona Wilson, Research Scholar, INU,
Dehi

Swapan Dasgupta, Radical Publications

30, June 2007

Kohima PM
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HAiL THE MARTYRDOM OF COMRADE SETTIRAJU PAPAIAH (SOMANNA)

ETTIRAJU Papaiah (popularly
nown as Venkataramanaand Somanna)
, a member of the Special Zonal Committee
(SZC) secretariat of North Telangana, was
abducted by the APSIB goons on the 29" of
June 2007 from Bangal orecity, cruelly tortured,
and then brutally murdered on the morning of
1% July. His dead body was thrown in forests
of Medaram in Tadwai mandal of Warangal
district. SowmyaMishra, the SP of Warangal,
tried to paint the brutal murder by the cold-
blooded murderers of the APSIB as a real
encounter.

Comrade Somanna hails from a middle
peasant family in Tekumatlavillagein Chityala
mandal of Warangal district. During the second
half of 1970s and early 1980s Waranga had a
strong radical student movement. The radical
students integrated with the oppressed
peasantry and organized them into anti-feudal
agrarian struggles, which rose like an upsurge
during the 1980s. It was at this time when the
student-youth movement integrated with the
anti-feudal movement that comrade Somanna,
likeseveral studentsand youth of the generation
of the 1980s, joined the Party, became a
professional revolutionary in 1983-84 and began
hislong revolutionary career asamember of the
guerrillasquad in Narsampet areaof Warangal.

During that time Narsampet was a strong
citadel of the social-fascist, neo-revisionist CPI
(M) led by a notorious leader, Omkar. Hence,
inthe course of intensifying thearmed agrarian
struggle, armed confrontation with the social-
fascist CPI (M) becameinevitableand comrade
Somanna played an important role in the battle
that was fought in Narsampet with the
revisionist gangs. He organized the peasant
youth, led themin the anti-feudal strugglesand
struggles against the revisionist CPl (M), and
became a popular leader of the peasant masses
of Narsampet.

When the faction led by Omkar split away
from the CPI (M) and emerged as the MCPI it
began to work hand in glove with the state and,
together with the police and para-military forces,
it launched brutal attacks on the revolutionary
activists and sympathizers, burnt the houses
and crops of their family members, destroyed
their property, and carried out murders. As
Omkar became the spearhead of these counter-
revolutionary attacks the Party sent a special
guerrilla squad to annihilate him and comrade
Somanna was a member of this special squad.
Omkar was injured in the attack but survived.
When comrade Venkataramana (K ondanna), the
commander of the Narsampet squad, became a
martyr in apolice attack, the squad fought back
valiantly killing one CI and a police constable.

Comrade Somanna participated bravely in this
encounter asamember of thesquad. Hebecame
the commander of the squad after the
martyrdom of Comrade Venkataramana and
soon emerged asapopular leader of the peasant
masses in the area. Narsampet area played a
strategic role as a link between the forest and
the plains of Warangla for along period and
hence had to face massive state repression.
Several comrades became martyrsin the course
of advancing therevolutionary struggles. Asa
squad member, commander, and Party organizer,
comrade Somanna’srolein building and leading
the anti-feudal, anti-state strugglesin this area
andin confronting therevisionistsideologically,
politically and militarily waswidely recognized.
His role was even more crucial during the
undeclared war of 1985-89 periods.

Comrade Somanna was promoted to the

district committeein 1988. It wasatimewhen
therevolutionary movement was making serious
attempts to strengthen the peasant movement
by developing new forms of struggle and
organization while confronting the undeclared
war. Several district and regional level leaders
became martyrs during this period and some
had deserted the movement. At such acritical
juncture comrade Somannacameinto thedistrict
committeeand played akey rolein reorganizing
the Party and the squads and in boldly
confronting the enemy attacks. He played a
significant rolein theland seizure campaign and
the peasant revolutionary upsurge in 1990.

He becamethe secretary of Warangal district
and also a member of the North Telangana
Regional committeein 1992 and was elected to
the Specia Zonal Committee of NT when it
was separated from AP state committeein 1995.
The second and third suppression campaigns
of theenemy during the 1990swerevery brutal.

Hundreds of Party organizers squad members
and revolutionary youth were brutally murdered
by the state and state-sponsored vigilante gangs.
During this dark period of white terror in the
history of therevolutionary movement in North
Telangansand entire AP, comrade Somanna, as
a district leader of the Party, made conscious
and creative effort to bring the peasantry into
various forms of struggle and organization. As
SZC member comrade Somannawent to guide
the Karimnagar west-Nizamabad district
committee. He was once again elected to
NTSZC inthe Conferencein 2001 and wasalso
taken into the state secretariat.

Comrade Somanna stood firmly in al the
ups and downs of the revolutionary movement
of Waranglaand North Telanganaand also during
the severe internal crises that had rocked the
Party in 1985-87 and 1991-92. He never bowed
before the enemy in spite of the severest
repression in Warangal and North Telanganaas
awhole. Hisfamily was continuously harassed
and his wife too faced serious repression. He
was hard working, had utmost simplicity in his
habits, always adhered closely to the masses,
never leaving them in the most difficult
conditions, and due to these reasons he was
widely respected by the Party cadres and the
peopleat large.

He was full of sprit even amidst the most
adverse conditions. Hewasfully confident that
the movement in North Telanganawill reviveif
the Party leadership firmly carried out the Party
line and evolved appropriate tactics and
appropriate forms of struggle and organization.
Hence he concentrated al hiseffortstotransform
the unfavourable situation into afavourable one
and to overcome the temporary setback in the
revolutionary movement in NT. Hishealth began
to deteriorate in the past few years but despite
the severejoint painsand other illnesseshe never
left he guerrillazone and rejected the suggestion
of hiscommittee that he be shifted to other areas
with relatively easier terrain or to urban centres.
It was his sheer will power, which kept him
always active notwithstanding his physical
alment.

The long revolutionary life of comrade
Somanna, hiscommunist qualities and spirit of
self-sacrifice, deep commitment and immense
confidence on the revolution and the oppressed
masses, firm determination to revive the
movement and tenacity will continueto inspire
the Party cadresand revolutionary massesfor a
long time to come. The popularity of comrade
Somanna could be assessed from the fact that
thousands of people had poured into hisvillage
to Tekumatla on the night of July 3" to have a
last glimpse of their beloved martyr. PM
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ReDp SaLutes To CoMRADE Raja Moul,
CCM anp KNSCS or CPI (Maoisr)!

NTRAL Committee member and
Karnataka State secretary of the
of the CPI (Maoist), Com Sande RgjaMouli
(alias Prasad, Krishna, Murali) was
kidnapped, by theAPand Karnataka Special
Investigation Bureau (SIB) police from
Bangalore on June 20" evening, brutally
tortured for two days and then killed and
his body thrown beside Dharmavaram
Railway Station in Anantpur district of
Andhra Pradesh (AP). Thisis yet another
fake encounter enacted by the most
ruthless and despotic SIB of AP. At the
time comrade Prasad was playing a
pioneering role, leading theincipient armed
struggleinthe western ghats(hill tracts) of
Karnataka and simultaneously fighting
against the right opportunist splitters who
had caused enormous damage to the
revolutionary movement in Karnataka. In
the spirit of a true revolutionary he
traversed a long revolutionary course
leaving his homeland of AP to distant
Karnataka learning from scratch a new
language. Popularly known as com. Prasad
inAPMurdi’slifeisanideal for communist
revolutionaries.

He hailed from a backward caste
working class family whose forefathers
were agricultural laborers and yet rose to
be one of the top-most |leaders of the
CPI(Maoist) inthe country. Hisfather was
a coalmine worker in the Sinagareni coal
fields of Karimnagar. He spent his
childhood in hisvillage Gudem (Peddapalli
Tq) and studied up the 10" standard here.
At about the time he was completing his
school studies, around 1979/80, theflames
of the Karimnagar/Adilabad struggle began
toreach hisvillage. Theareawasdominated
by big landlordsand being inspired to fight
against them he joined the RYL (Radical
Youth League) in hisvillagein 1980. Soon
he became aleading activist of thearea. In
the very next year he participated in a‘go
to the village' campaign and offered to
become full time involved in the
revolutionary movement. From then on
Com Prasad never |ooked back.

By then the AP government had
declared Jagitiadlaasa ' disturbed area’ and

unleashed brutal repression in the area
arresting many leaders and torturing
hundreds. Yet, it was during thisperiod that
there was a wave of new recruits to the
Party in the years 1981 to 83 from this
region. Com Prasad grew to be district
committee member of the RYL and also
became aprofessional revolutionary inthe
Party in 1982. He played animportant role
in successfully building the RYL in an
underground way in the new situation of
acute repression.

Then he himself went underground and

wasoneof theearlier initiators of the squad
formation (what isnow called an LOS) in
Husunabad taluka. He was an excellent
organizer and his approach was very
inspiring for the masses. Fromthevery start
he integrated very effectively with his
squad comrades and the masses. A senior
comraderecollected him saying at that very
young age: “therelations within the squad
are primarily dependent on the attitude of
the commander towards his comrades: if it
isformal and officia therewill beall sorts
of problems; if it is close and caring then
any problem can be solved”. Husanabad
was a fortress of the CPI revisionists who
even launched attacks on theincipient Party
physically and was also the first place
where the government formed vigilante
groups against the movement. In this

Situation com. Murali played amajor rolein
winning the massesto the Party by fighting
against both the revisionist and the
vigilante gangs.

He had an excellent quality of deeply
integrating with any family, from the
smallest child to the most elderly, whose
house he took shelter. In spite of the
pressure of work he would take a lot of
effort to become one of the family. In this
way he won the affection of al and was
able to effectively maintain a network of
shelters; thereby the party was able to
operate under those severe conditions of
police surveillance. It is said by other
comrades that his shelters were so well
maintained that they remain till today. He
continued in thisrolefrom 1983 to 1985.

Com Prasad was known for his
enormous daring and ability to battle even
under the worst of circumstances. This
quality he displayed from the very
beginning. For example, in 1984 during a
political classat Vijaywada, the house was
raided; while most of the comrades got
arrested he showed a lot of presence of
mind and jumped over thewal | and escaped.
In 1985 hebecameaCentrd Organizer (CO).
In the 1985 to 1989 period when the
government had declared an undeclared
war on the Party he played a pioneering
rolein deepening the massbase of the Perty,
which laid the basisfor theland upsurge of
1990. He then played aleading rolein the
upsurge of the land struggle where
thousands of acres of landlord’s land were
seized. In 1988 he was made a district
committee member at the time when the
repression had reached peak levelsand the
best of comrades were being martyred. In
1989 he becamedistrict committee secretary.
Through this dark period of repression
when losses were heavy he stood firmly.
When the movement revived he played a
part in creating the conditionsfor the mass
upsurge that took placein the early 1990s.
In 1991 when the North Telengana Regional
Committee was formed he was made a
member of that. In 1994 he became a
member of the AP State Committee and

when North Telengana separated from AP
Continued on page 25
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