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lntrcductton

Whqn ths Olymplc Games are heid ln Ganada thls July, athletee
from tho pgqgf€'s Ropubllc of Chlna wlll not be represent6d. tn thelr
place wlll be athlete3 lrom a slngle Chinese provlnce: Talwan.

The People's Rggubllc of Chlna ls'an lmportant and lntegral
member oi the I Thls was acknowledged by,
the Government nized the People's Republlc'
of Chlna as lhe ative ol the Chinese people
ln October ol 1970, and by the United Nalions, ln 1971, when lt'
expelled Talwan and restored the seat of Ghina to the.-People's
Republio. However,' ln lhe sphere of international sporls, thl6 issue'
remalns unresolved where, twenty-seven years after.the establish-
ment of the PeoBle's Republlc ol China, athletes and spectators alike
are deprlved ol the participation ol sne qiiarter of humanity ln the
international Olymplc Garnes.

ehEna and foe Olympics

The rnsdern Olympics date back to the Athens Games of 1896.
China's parliclpation did not begin, however, until 1922 when her
first lnternatlonal Olymplc Commlttee (l.O.C.) member was elected,
Chlna partleipated in the Olymplcs of the 1930's as well as the
London Gam€s of 1948. By that tlme Chinese representation had
riseh to three members, two being supporters of bntang Kai-Shek
(C.1. Wang'and H.H. Kung) and one being a supporter of the popular
forces (S.Y. Tung).

On Oclober 1, 1949 the People's Bepublic of China was
established as the sole legitimate government of China. Chiang
Kai-shek lled to the lsland-provlnce o{ Taiwan where hls deleated
army was installed, with U.S. military and econornic support, under
the name of the so-called "Republic of China." From February 1947
until June 1951, two years afier the tounding of th6 People's
Republic of China, the lnternational .Olympic Commlttee (l.O.C.)
continued to recognize the National Olynrpic Commilte.e of China
loeated in Nanking, ln July ol 1951 the l.O.C. under the inlluence of
U.S. cold war polrtics sinrply declared the Nallonal Olympic
Committee ol Chlna to have moved to the isiand of Talwan. With thlo
act the lnternational mrn twenty-live year
policy of political int Chl falrs, The l.O.C.
fulty recagnized that nly declared it to b€
on Taiwan.

Let us recall f or a moment the history of Taiwan. ln the year 607 the
Sui Dynasly ssnt an offlcial to adminlster the lsland, followed three
centuries later by the arrlval of the flrst group of Ohinese settlels. in
the middle of the 14th Cenlury the Yuan Dynasty administered
Taiwan as part of Fuklen Province. Talwan was raised to the status of a
prefecture in 1684. Two eenturies laterrin 1885 Taiwan became a
province of China. As the result of the Sino-Japanese war in 1895
Taiwan was ceded to Japan. During the Second World War Allled con-
ferences held at both Cairo and Potsdam stated that "all tenitorles
Japan had stolen from theChlnese, suchas Manchuria, Formosa(l)and
the Pescadores, shall be restored" to the Chinese government. Japan's
acceptance of the terms of the Potsdam Declarration and subsequent
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surrender on September 2, 1945 brought the issue to a close. The
government of China then appointed a chairnnan io the Taiwan
provincial government and Chinese natlonality was again conferred
on residents of Taiwan. The clvil war in China conciuded on October
1 sl. 1949 with the esiablishment of the Peopie's Republic of China as
the sole legitimate government of a!l the Chinese people. lt has only
been due to the continued intervention ln internal Chinese af fairs by
successive U.S. aclministrations which has prevented the provirice of
Taiwan fronr reioining China

ln 1952 lhe People's Republic of China sent a team of f oriy athletes
representing all of China to the XV Oiympiad in Helsinki. Two years
later, in 1954, ttee annual meeiing ol ihe LO.C. held in Athens
recognized by a vote ol twenty-three lo lwenty-one the All China
Sports Federation ol lhe Feople's Republic ol China as lhe soie
represenlative ol China. The issue seemed to be settled, when Avery
Brurrdaqe, thc Arnilrican President of the l.O.C., unilaterally
declarecJ: "The l.O C also reco{lnizes Taiwan."(2) At the 52nd
Sessicn ol lhe l.O.C. (t/etbour.ne i9561 and the 53rd Session (Sofia
1S57), China protestecl vrhat was clr.:arly an act of po!itical
inlerference. By 1958 China had no chr:ice but to urithdraw frcrrr the
Olympic Movernent given the attitude oi the l.O.C. and S.Y. Tung,
the Chinese represenlative resigrred f rom the lnternationaN Oiyrnptc
Committee. As early as the Melbourne Games of 1g56 China had
stated: "The Chinese Oiympic Committee...solemnly declares that
the Chinese people and the Chinese athletes cannot tolerate this
scheme of artif icially splitting China."
. A new phase appeared to be on the horizon when in May of lg5g
the l.O.C. declared that the "Bepublic of China" coutd no longer
claim to be the Chinese Olympic Committee: "ln view of the fact that
it does not adrninister sport in China." Although it seemed that this
was a positive step, it simply left the door open for "Hepubiic of
China" to change the name ot ils "China Olympic Commiitee" to thar
of the def unct "Republic c;f China."(3)

During the 1960 Games in Rome, the I O"C. obliged the "Regub!ic
of China" team to march under the banrrer of Forn:osa {the Dutch
name for Taiwan). The l.O.C. tlrus moveci from a policy of
recognizing two Olyrnpic Committees each claiming to represent the
smae China (a "2 China policy") to further poiiticai interference by
attempting lo delach Taiwan frorn China and a
separale country ("1 China, 1 Taiwan" forrnul he
"Flepublic of China" protesled, insisting that Fo as
only a province of China. By 1964 they were permitted once more to
use lhe name "Republic of China" for the Tokyo Games. At Mexico
City in 1968 and at Munich in 1972 they were again permitted to use
the desig;nation Chila.

It should be noted that the l.O.C. was nol unanimous in excluding
the People's Republic of China. ln 1967 a number of members of the
lnternational Olympic movement made approaches to the People's
Republic ivith a view to reversing this policy. Brundage, learning of
these attempts, deliberately pursued a policy to ensure their ultimate
failure. ln 1970 at the Amsterdam Annual Meeting of the l.O.C..
Brundage proposed to the l.O.C. Executive Board that it
recommend to the General Assembly the election of Henry Hsu of
the "Republic of China" as the representative of China. The Executive
4.



Board overwhelmingly rejected thls proposal. Notwithstanding this
rebuff , Brundage reported to the full l.O.C. General Assembly lhat
"the Executive Board has looked al new menrbers and recommends
the following forelection: ...Mr. Henry Hsu... Any objections? All in
favor..." And so on the basis of a tle, Henry Hsu was elected as the
representalive of China to the l.O.C.

During lhe summer of 1973 the "Republic of China" attempted a
new sublerfuge by designating themselves as an "Area" according lo
Seclion lll, Article 24, paragraph A ot the Butes of the l.O.C. They
argued that the "Republic of China Olympic Committee" represents
athletes in the "area" of Taiwan. ln fact "Area Fepresenlation" is oniy
possible according to LO.C rules when the mother country
recognizes that an "area" can represent itsell in sporls. There is ohly
one China, and.that is the Peopte's Republic of China. And it
certainly did not exlend such a recognition!

For lhe Melbourne Games of 1956, the People's Republic invited
athletes from the province of Taiwan lo conrpete for places on a
national team. Full guarantees lor free passiage, travel visas and
unrestricted movement in and out of the country was extended The
invitalion was rejected by the Chiang Kai-shek regime At China's
Nationai Games held in Peking in 1959, 1965and 1975 athletes lrom
Taiwan Province were again off icially invi'ted lo participate. And at
the Asian Games in lran, in 1g74 the team lrom the people's Republic
of China did include natives of Taiwan provtnce.

During the early part of 1975, the LO.C. received requests to
restore the People's Republic of China's rightf ul place in the Olympic
Movement f rom Algeria, lran, Romania, Tanzania, Senegal, Albanra,
Democralic People's Republic Korea. pakistan, Japan, Kuwalt, the
Supreme Council of Sports in Atrica and the Asian Garnes
Federation. On April 9, 1975 at the requesl of the l.O.C., the All
China Sports Federation again submitted an application. The sole
stipulation was that the l.O.C. cease ils.long standing political
interference in Chinese internal affairs and thus withdraw

application. ln late May, the l.O.C. Executive Board met in Lausanne.
An all day debate ensued on China's application and her participation
at the Montreal Games in July. l.O.C. rules stipulate that a country is
eligible for membership il they have been adrnitted to f ive recognized
international sports federations. By '1 g74, China had been admitted
to nine such federations. The LO.C. failed to act on the application
claiming that China was introducing politics which were lo have no
place in the Olympic Movement. What the l.O.C. has consistenily
ref used to admit however, is that its ref usal to recognize the people'i
Bepublic of China as the sole legitimate government of China and its
attempts to detach the province oI Taiwan from china are themselves
polilical acts.(5)

During the debate the United States continu f
excluding China. The representative of the U.S.SrR
absented himself from the session. When asked t
how the meeting was proceeding, he responded: ,, I
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know what they are dolng? I'm not ln there." He then left for the
airport. Bulgaria, echoing the real Sovlet pollcy, opposed China's
appllcation. This attitude should not be surprising in light of the fact
that since 1960 the Soviet Union joined lhe handful of voices hostile
to the People's Republic of China.(6) On June 3, 1975 a spokesman
for the All China Sports Federatlon reiterated: "lt is universally
known that there is only one China in the worid, namely, the People's
Republic of China. Taiwan is a province of China and an inalienable
part of Chinese territory."

Canada, COJO and the Feople's Republic of China

What has been the attitude of Canada as ihe host country for the
Montreal Games?

The record is a rnixeci one.
ln 1969 during negotiaiions wiih the Pecple's Republic prior to the

establishment of forrrra! diplomatic ties Mitchell Sharp, then the
Secretary of State tor Externai Affairs declared: We are not
promoting either a "two China" *r a "one China-one Taiwan" policy.
Our policy is to recognize one governmen! of China." On Oclob,:r 13,
1970 the Governr,renl of Car:ada courageousiy recognized ihe
People's Republic of China as the sole legitimate sigovernment of
China. Since that time a "Flepublic of China" passport has been
unacceptable as an entry docufilent into Canada.

admitted on "Flepublic of China" passports this was clearly illegal.
On May 28, 1976, the Canadian government restated its cjfficial

position to the l.O.C., that it would not recognize Taivuan athtetes as
representatives of China. The l.O.C. nas replied witn stiong
accusations that the Canadian governn'lent is tryinE to bring p+!itics
into internalional sport. But it shouid be ciear by now ihat the
l.O.C.'s choice to ignore the reality that the international ccmmunity
has long come to accept, that the PFIC alone represents the Chinese
people, is clearly a political decision.

tsy claiming that the name, flag and national anthems of
participant countries are not political, the l.O.C. is flying in the face
of all international practice. lf the l.O.C. cannot establish a rational
and politically acceptable basis for its decisions and if it cannot
begin to respect the opinions of the international community, then
its credibility as a truly iniernational sports governing body must be
called into question.

government's refusal to allow
n tor the "Republic of China."
the Canadian government is
them to change their off icial
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allow any representation from the so-called "Repuulic of china" in
the Monlreal Games.

members within both the Canadian Olympic Associalion and lhe
lnternational olympic committee will not tolerate for much longer
China's exclusion from the Olympic Movement.

It is truly ironic that one of lhe few countries in the world which

There is only one country which has the right to be called China
and that .is the People's Republic of China. She is the sole
representalive of all the chinese people. No outside interference can
deny historical fact; Taiwan is-a provrnce of China.

We deplore the continued exclusion of China from the
lnternational olympic committee and we condemn all attempts from
any quarler to perpeluate this injustice.
. We call upon the people ol Canada, sporls federations lhroughout

the country, the National Olympic Committee and the Canidian
government lo support the just stand of the people's Republic of
China so that she may resume her riEhttul place in the Olympic
community.

Canada-China Socieiy
c.P. 872
Station A
Monlreal, Canada

Les Amiti6s Ou6bec-Chine
c.P. 24
Station D
Montr6al, Candda
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(1) Formosa ls the Dutch name for Talwan; Holland had occupled the lsland
during the 16 & 17th centuries.
(2) it should be noted that Talwan hag never been voted lnto the Olymplc
Movement.
(3) The Republlc of Chlna became the name of the country after tho Manchu
Dynasty was overthrown in 1911. lt included all the provinces of the Chlng
Dynasty, of which Taiwan was one. The Republic ol Chlna endured untll
Octoberl,1949when it was succeeded by the People's Repubtic of China.
The People's Bepubiic in turn lnherited all the territories of the former
government, including, needless to say, the province of Talwan. -

(4) ln 1949 with the establishment ot the People's Republlc of Crhina, the
Chiang Kai-shek regime fled to the island of Taiwan. The U.S. government
refused lo admit the legitimacy of the People's Republic and lrnmediately
sought to create the myth of two contending administratlons for the singla
territory ol China. This tactic becar.ne known as the "two China" policy.
When this plan faiied, American strateeists shlfted to the "one Chlna, one
Taiwan" policy - a crude attempt to detach the lsland-province of Taiwan
from China and establish it as an "independent country," needless to say
under U.S. control.
(5) ln fact the LO.C. ls acting in even a more backward manner than tho
United Nations organization whlch, after a quarter century of similar
manoeuvers, tinally recognized on October25, 1971 , that there was only one
China in the world, namely, the People's Republic of China.
(6) Ai the World University Games held in Moscow in 1974, the USSR
admitted athletes lrom the "Republlc of China."
(7) ln order for swimmers to be eligible for Olympic competltlon they musl
be members of the National Swimming Federation recognized by the
lnternational Swimming Federation. lf a swimmer competes against athletes
from a country not recognized by the lnlernational Federalion they are
penalized. As the People's Republic of China was not a rnember of the
lnternational Swimming Federation, all members of the Canadian team who
competed in China were suspended tor two years. This suspension overlaps
the Montreal Oiympics which in etfecl excludecl them from particlpalion.

8.



Soci6t6 Canada-Chine *fit
fttfr/i

Pourqu@i Ia Chine
n'est pas

aux
Olympiques?

Amiti6s 0u6bec-Chine



2.



lntroduction

irr6solue ear,27 ans aprds la R€publlque populalre de
Chine, des athl*tes de monde speetateurs sont privdss
de la participation du quart d aux jeux Olympiques. s

La Chine et [s Otympiqrres

transl6r6 sur I'lle de Taiwan.
Far eet 6v6nement le Comtt6 internailonai olympique (C.l.O.)

inaugura sa polltlque d'ing6rence dans les affairb internes de li
China; celte perlode s'dchelona sur fi anndes. Le Comlt6
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les territoires-que le Japon avait voles aux*Chlnois tels que la
Manchourie, Formose et Pescadores, devront .6lre restitu6s" au
gouvernment chinois.(1) L'approbatlon du Japon.sur les termes de la
D6claration de Potsdam et la cession des territories qui s'ensuivit le
2 septembre 1945, terminerent la discussion. Par la suite, le
gouvernement chinois designa un representant au gouvernement
provincial de Taiwan et la nationalit6 chinoise lut de nouveau
,confer6e aux residants de Taiwan. La guerre civile chinoise se
termina le premier octobre 1949 avec l'6tablissement ' de la
R6publique populaire de Chine comme l'unique gouvernement
169itime. Ce qui a emp6ch6 la province de Taiwan de se joindre A la
Chine est I'ingerence constante dans les 'af laires int6rieures
chinoises des administrations successives am6ricaines.

En 1952, le Bdpublique populaire de Chine envoya une 6quipe
ccmpos6e de 40 athletes reprdsehtant toute la Chine au quinzidme
olympiades, A Helsinki. Deux ans pius tard, en 1953, la r6union
annuelie du eomit6 internatlonal olympiquq IC.l.O.l tenue i Ath6nes
reconnut, par un vole de 23 A 21, la Fdd6rati,on des sports de toute la
Chine de la R6publique populaire de Chine comme I'unique
repr6sentanie de la Chine. La question semblait 6lre r€gl6e: c'est
alors qu'Avery Brundage, le prrisiCerrt am6ricain du Comitd
international olympique (C !.O.! tjc;iara arbitrarerRent: "i-e Comitd
inlernalional olynrpique reccrrnai: aussi le Taiwan"'"(2) A la 52idme
session du C.l,O. (nletUourne, 1ri56i et A la S3iemp session (Sofia,,
1957), le Chine protesta coRtre ee qui 4tait clairement une action
d'ingerence politique. Vers 1958, la Chine n'avait plus que le choix de
se retirer du rnouvement otyrnpique, 6tant donn6 frattitude du C'l.O'

; ",i i'#J,::.i11"'3;,3ii
o ole que le Peuple chinois
c ent r cet arrangement qui

corrsiste A diviser la Chine d'une fagon artilicielle."
Un nouvel aspect izon iorsque en mai

1g5g le C.1.0. declar ine" ne pourrait ptus
revencliquer d'6tre le mprigiue chinois" "en
consicjeiation du lait en Chine." Bien que

cela sembla etre un pas positif, ceia laissa, cependant la porte
ouverle A la "R6publique de Chine" pour simplement changer le nom
deson Comit6: le nom passa du "Cornite olyrnpique de Chine" au celui

de la Chine
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Pour les jeux de Melbourne en 1956, la R€publique populaire de
Chine invita les athldtes de la province de Taiwan de concourir pour
obtenir des places dans l'6quipe nationale Toutes garanties pour le
passage gratuit de la traversde, les visas de voyage el le ddplacement
a I'intdrieur et A extdrieur du pays furent 6mises sans restriction.
L'invitalion fut reletee par le 169ime de Chiang Kai-shek. Aux jeux
nationaux de Chine ienus A Pekin en 1959, 1965 et 1975, les athlOles
de la province de Taiwan furenl ofticiellement invit6s A participer. Et
aux Jeux Asiatiques ienus en lran en I974, l'6quipe de la Rdpublique
populaire de Chine comptait des natif s de Taiwan.

Durant led6butde l'ann6e 1975, leC.l.O. recutdes demandes pour
rdtatrl ir le droit de la R6publique populaire de Chine d'occuper la
place qui lui etait due dans le mouvement olympique. Des petitions
venaient de I'Algerie, de I'lran, de la Flomanie, de la Tanzanie, du
Sdrr69al, de I'Albanie, de la R6publique populaire d6mocratiqle du
Cor6e, du Pakistan, du Japon, du Koweit, du Conseil supr6me des
sports d'Afrique et de la Fdderation des Jeux asiatiques, Le I avril
1975, a la demande du C.1"O.,. la F6d6ration des sports de toute la
Chine soumit A nouveau une demande. L'unique stipulation f ut que
le C.l.O. cesse son ingerence politique de longue date dans les
affaire int6rieures chinoises et de cette manidre de retirer la
reconnaissance A Taiwan. A une rdunion coniointe entre le Comit6
exdcutif du C.l.O. et des Comitds nationaux olympiques, tenue A

Rome du'16-'18 mal;1975, I'lran, I'Albanie, le Maroc, I'Ethiopie, la
Somalie, leZambie, la Yougoslavie, le Japon et huit (8) autres pays
press6rent le mouvement olympique d'accepter la demande de la
Chlne. A la fin de mai, le Conseil ex6cutil du C.l.O. se rdunit A
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Lausann6. Durant loute une journ6e, le ddbal porta sur la demande
de la Chine et sur sa participation aux jeux de Montr6al en iuillet
1976. Les rdgles du C.l.O. stipulOrent qu'un pays 6tait eligible
comme membre de I'organisation s'il avait 6td admis A cinq (5)
f6d6rations de sports internationaux reconnus. En 1974 la Chine
avait 6tii admis i neuf (9) f6derations semblables. Le C.l.O. A 6chou6

sont eux-mdmes des actes politiques.(4)
Durant le d6bat les Elats-Unis, conlinu6rent leur politique

d'exclure la Chine et le repr6sentant de l'U.R.S.S', Vitaly Smirnov,

Le Canada, le C.O.J.O. et la R6publique populaire
de Chine

ouelle a 6t6 l',atlitude du canada en tant que pays-hote des leux de

ill69al.
L; 28 mal 1976, u Canada rditera sa position

oflicielle au C.l-O. usera aux athldtes de Talwan

de venir comm€ le a Chine' Le C'l'O' a repllqu6
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avec des forles accusations que le gouvernement canadien essay
d'amener la politique dans le sport international. Mais il doit 6tre

pas capable d'6tablir une base rationalle et politiquement acceptable
pour ses d6cisions et si il ne peut pas commencer de respectel les
opinions de la communaut6 internationale, donc sa cr6dibilit6 en
lant qu'une organisation sportive veritablement internationale doit
6tre mise en queslion.,

Nous appuyons fermement [b refus du gouvernement canadien de
permettre des athldtes de la "R6publique de Chine" de reprdsenler la
Chine. ll y a des indications, cependant, que le gouvernement du
Canada sera prCt A faire un compromis, en les permettant de changer
leur nom de la "R6publique de Chine" A cel de Taiwan. En october
1970 le Canadaa reconnu qu'il n'y ? qu'un gouvernement pour toute
la Chine. Toute tentative d'accordei un statu separd A la province de
Taiwan, sous n'importe quel nom, sera en contradiction directe avec
cette position. Nous demandon au gouvernement canadien de resler
ferme dans son refus de permettre toute repr6sentation de la soi-
disant "R6publique de Chine" dans les jeux de Montr€al.

M.alheureusement, I'attitude des dirigeants du C.O.J.O. est
extr€mement sympalhique A Henry Hsu et au "cercle de la
B6publique de Chine." De plus des discussions avec I'Association
olympique urait 6tre prise
aujourd'hui e populaire de
Chine pou , I'Assocation
olympique maintenir son
exclu s ion.

ll est digne de remarquer que durant l'6t6 1g7S des nageqrs
Canadiens choisirent courageusement d'aller en Chine sans lgnorer
qu'une telle d6cision entrainerent leur exlcusion des comp6titions
des Olympiques de Montrdal.

De plus, ily a des signes de plus en plus Ovidenls que les athlOtes
el les membres responsables de I'Association olympique canadien
ne tol610ns plus longtemps I'exclusion de lii Chine du rnouvement
olympique.

Conclusion

peut reviser les faits historiques: Taiwan est une province de Chine.
Nous d6plorons* I'exclusion continue de la Chine du Comit6

olympique internalional, et nous blamons toutes tentatives de
Quelque organisation que ce soit de perpdtuer cette injustice.
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Nou uPle canadien, aux f 6d6 a

travers te olympique national u

gouvbr de soulenir la juste a

R6pub hine Pour qu'elle Puisse e

169itime dans la communaut6.olympique

Les Amili6s Ou€bec-Chine
c.P. 24
Slation D
Montr6al, Canada

La Soci6t€ Canada'Chine
c.P. 872
Station A
Montr€al, Canada

(i) Formose est le nom hollandais p<.:urTaiwan. La Hoilande Occupa l-ile de

Taiwan durant le 16idme et tTieme sidcles.

(2) ll est important de remarquer que le "Taiwan" ne f ut jamais vot6 comme

membre du C.l.O.
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